Geſta Romanorur; 
tion, I have ſpent that which I had > C 
this anſwereth the god Chꝛiſtian, ſaytng 
J have beſtowev my life time here in the 


EC works of mercy, by the grace which J 
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received of my Lo2d Jeſus Chziſt. Ainth⸗ 
ly, what is that inſcription, That which Bb 
gave, I have? Surelp in all my tempozall 
life J gave all my counſell. whole allent, 
and will which J had, ts be the ſervant 
of God, and now it is in the god will and 
pleaſure of God, that J ſhall remaine 
with him in the jopes of everlaſting 
life in Heaven, untothe which 
Jelus Ch2iſt our Saviour 
bzing us all: 
Amen. 
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The Argument. 

Mans ſoul is dearly beloved of God the Fa- 

ther, And yet tor ſundry good graces ſhe 

istempred of the Devil by three divers - 
means at three ſeveral Ages in this mortal 
life: it ſhe refit and overcome the ſa * 
ſhe is bereby adopted to the fruition 
matrimonial joy in fleaven, wich Chriſt the 
Son of God. 
The firſt Hiftory. | 

8 Ometimes there dwelt in Rome a 

mighty Empero2 which had a fair 
BJ I® creature to his Daughter, named 
Atalana, whom divers great Lozds, 
nd many Noble Rnights defired to have 
o Wife, This Atalana was wondzous ſwift 
kot: wherefoze ſuch a Law was made , 
tus man ſhould have her to wike, except he 
d outrun her, and take her by ſwiftneſs of 
t lt deten r came to — n 
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| The Hiſtory of 
but could not overtake her. At the lafl there 


came a Knight named Pomeis unte her Fas 
ther, and ſaiy,to him: My Loꝛd, it it pleaſe you 


to give me ꝓdur Daughter to Mike, will run 


with her. Then ſaid her Father, there is a 
Law made, that whoſoever will have her to 
Wife,muft ficff run with her, and if he over» 
take her not, he hal loſe his head, and ik he o» 
ver take her, then ſhall J Med her unto him. 

Aud when the Emperoz had told him all 
the peril that might fall in the winning of 
ber, the Kt, voluntarily granted foz to bide 
that jeopardy, Then theRnight p2ovided him 
thi balls of Gold againft the running, And 
when thep had began toruna little ſpace, the 
poung Lady over-ran him: then the Knight 
thꝛew forth befoze her the firft ball of gold, g 
when the Damlel ſaw the ball, che ſtoped, and 
twk it up, and in the mean while the Knight 
gat befoze her, but that pevailed little, fo; 
when the perceived it, the ran ſo faſt, that in 
ſhoꝛt ſpace ſhe got befoze him again. And then 
he thzew fozth the ſecond ball of Gold and ſhe 
ſtwped as ſhe did befoze and tok it up, and in 
that while the Knight got bekeze her again: 
which this poung damſel ling, conſtrained 
ler ſe lt, and ran ſo kaſt, that ſhe ſon had him 
at advantage again, and was be foze him: now 
by that time they were nigh the mark, where- 
by they ſhould abide, wherefoze the 


"4 


Knight]. 
thzew | 
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| eſta Romanorum. 
thiew kozth the third ball befoze hex; and ue 
pes down ts take up the ball, and whilethe 
was taking up the third ball, the Knight got 
befoxeher;and was firff at the mark, and thus 
was the won, | | 

The Moral. 


r- | By this Empetoz is tinderſtod the Father 
3 | heaven and by the'Damſelis under ſlod 
1, | ſonlofman,with whom many Devils de lire 
11 to run and deceive her through their temptas 
of | tions, but ſhe withftandeth them mightily, 
ze | andovercometh them. And when de hath 
m! done his wozſt and map not ſped, then makes 
id | he the balls of gold, and caſteth them be. 
ve | koze in the ages of man, that is to ſay, in 
bt youth.4n manhod, and in old age. Ju youth 
q | the Devil cafteth the ball of letchery befoze 
ad | ber; that is to ſay, the deſire of the nech: ne⸗ 
yt | vertheleſſe, foz all this ball, oftentimes man 
02 overcometh the Devil by acknowledging of 
in | his ſins to God, by hearty Repentance and 
amendment of like. The ſccond ball is the 
be | ball of Pzide, the which the Devil cafteth to 
in | man in his manhod., that is to fay, in bis 
middle age: but this ball man okt · times overs 


oh cometh as he did the fir, but let him beware 
im] of the third ball, which is covetouſwelle, that 
wi the Devil caſteth to man in his old age. 


which is d2eadful:foz except a man map over. 
tome this ball, 2 the other two, he 1 
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Heaven. Foz when a man burneth in coves 
toulneſlſe, he thinketh not on Ghoſtly riches, 
( foz ever his heart is ſet on wozldlygons ) 
and reckoneth not of payers noz of well doe 
ing, and thus loſeth he his Peritage, to the 
Which God hath bought him with bis p2ecious 
blond: unto the which our Lozd Jeſus bing us 

| all. The Argument, N 
x As God allotteth divers men divers callings 
and eſtates of living in this World, ſo is 
| every man tried by the rule of liſe and 
doctrine, whether his practice agree with 
| bis proteſhon,in profiung himſelt without 
| prejudice to others, wherein it he ſo hold 
| imſelt content, ſor ſuch a Son the heaven» 
ly Father hath planted a Tree of heavenly 
treat une, in the lite that fhal be everlaſting, 

| The ſecond, Hiſtory. 

T" berereigned ſometime in Rome a wiſe 
I and mighty Emperoꝛ, named Anſelm, 
who did bear in his Arms a Shield of Silver 
with five red Roles: This Emperoz hadth:& 
Sons whom he loved much: Pe had alſo con- 
tinual war with the King of Egypt, in which 
war be loft all his tempozal gods, except a 
pzecious Tec. It foztuned after on a day, 
that he gave battel to the ſame R. of Egypt 
wherein he was grievouſly wounded, never⸗ 
theleſs he obtained the victozy, notwithftand- 
HO | lug 


loſe his Honoz, that is to ſap, the Kingdom of 
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Geſta Romano;um. 
ing he had his deadly wound:wherefoze while 
he lay at point of death, he called unto his el⸗ 
deft ſon, and ſatd: My dear and well beloved 
ſon, all my tempozal riches are ſpent, aud als 
molt nothing is left me, but a p2ecious Tree z 
the which ſtands in the midſt of my Empire: 
I give to the all that is under the earth, and 
above the earth of the ſame tre, O mpreves 
rend father (quoth he) J thank you much, 

Then ſato the Emperoꝛ call to me my ſe- 
cond Don. Anon the eldeſt Son greatly joping 
of his Fathers gikt called in his brother, and 
when he tame, the Emperoz ſaid: Pp dear (on, 
Imap not make my Teftament , fozaſmuch 
as J have (pent all my gods, except a Tre 
which ſtandeth in the midſt of mine Empire, 
of the which tre, J bequeath to the all that 
is great and mall. Then anſwered he, ſaid; 
Dp reverend Father, J thank you much; 

Then faid the Emperox call to me my third 
ſon, and ſo it was done, And when he was 
come, the Emperoꝛ ſaid: Py dear ſon, J mui 
die of theſe wounds, x J have oulp a pzecious 
tr ot which J have given thy brethzen their 
poztion and to the J bequeath thy poztien: 
oz J will that thou have of the {aid tre all 
that is wet and dzy. Then ſaid his Son: F as © 
ther J thankyou, Son after the Emperoz 
bad made his brqueſt, be dyed, And ſhoztly 
after ood eldeſt Son tok poll ſſion of the — . 
ow 


. unto him, as it is laid beldze. 


” The Hiſtory of - / 
No when the ſecond Don heard this, he 
tame to him,ſaying: Py bzother,by what law 
oz title occupy you this Tre - Dear bꝛother, 
quoth he, I occupy it by this Title, my Fas 
ther gave me all that is under the earth, and 
above of the ſaid Tre, by reaſon thereof the 
Tre is mine? Unknowing to ther quoth the 
ſecond Bother, he gaveunts me all that is 
great and ſmall of the ſaid trie, and there. 
koze J have as great right in the tr@ as you, 
This hearing the third Son, he came to them 
and ſald. My well beloved bzethzenzit beho⸗ 
veth you not to ſtrive foz this Cre, fo I have 
as much right in theTre as pe, oꝝ by the law 
ye wot, that the laſt Mill & Teſtament ought 
to tand, koz of truth he gave me of the ſaid 
fre all that is wet aud bzy, and therefoze the 
Tre by right is mine: but koz as much as 
pour woꝛds are of great fozce,and mine alſo, - 
my counſel is, that we be judged by reaſon ; 
fo it is not god no2 commendable that ftrife 
ax dillention Gould be among us, Here beſive 
dwetlerha King full of reaſon, therefoze to 
avoid Urife let us go to him, and each of us 
lay his right vefoze him, & as he hall judge 
let us ffand to his judgement: then ſaidhis 
Byethzen, thy counſelis god, wherefoze they 
went all thz& unto the King of Reaſon, and 
each ok them ſeverallyſhewev fo2th his right 


When 


—_—_ _— * __ nth. 4 _—— — „ WW 


je 
* 
1 
1% 
1 
e 
e 
8 J 
* 
(| 
g 
e 
0 
K 
j 
p 
1 
5 


Geſta Romanorum. 


When the King had heard the Titles, he 
rehearſed them all again ſeverally : firft, ſap» 
ing to the eldeſt Son, thus: Pou (ay (qd, the 
King) that your Father gave pou all that is 
under the earth and above the earth, of the 
ſaid Tre, And to the ſecond B2other he be» 
gueathed all that is great and ſmall of that 
Tre, And to the third Bzother he gave all 
that is wet and dp. 

And with that he laid the Law to them, 
and laid, that this Will ought to ſtand. 

Now mp dear friends, bziefly'7! (hall ſatife 
fie all pour requeſts ; and when he id thus 
ſaid, he turned him unto the eldeſt Bzother , 
ſaping : My dear friend, if pou lift to abide 
the Judgment of Right,it behoveth pou to be 
letten blod of the right arm, Mp Lozd, 
(quoth be) pour will ſhall be done, Then the 
King called foz a diſcrt Phyſitian,commanes 
ding him to let him blod, 

WMhen the eldeſt Son was thus letten blod, 
the King ſaid unto themall thze : My dear 
friends, Where is pour Father buried ⸗ then 
anſwered they and ſaid ; fozxſ@th mp Loꝛzd, in 
ſuch a place. Anon the Ring commanded to 
dig in the ground fo2 the body, and ts take a 
bone out of his bꝛeaſt, and to burp the badp as 
gain: and ſo it was done. And when the bone 
was taken out, the King commanded that 
it ſhould be laid in the blwd of the elver 
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The Hiſtory of 


bother, and it ſhould lie till it had received 
kindly the blood, and then to be laid in the 
Sun and dꝛied, g after that it ſhould be wacht 
with clear water: his ®ervants fulfilled all 
that he had commanded: and when they be⸗ 
gan to wach, the blod vaniſhed clean away, 
when the Ring ſaw this, he ſaid to the ſecond 
ſon, it be hoveth that thou be letten bled as 
thy Bꝛother was, Then ſaid he: My Lozds 
will tall be fufilled, and anon he was done 
unto like as his bzother was in all things, 
and when they began to waſh the bone , the 
blwd vaniſhed awap. Then ſaid the Ring to 
the thiry Son, it behoveth the to be letten 
blodlikewiſe ; Ye anſwered and ſaid : My 
od it pleaſeth me well ſo to be. When the 
youngeſt brother was letten blood, and done 
unto in all things as his two bzethzen were 
befoze;"then the Kings Servants began to 
walh the bone, but neither foz waſhing noz 
rubbing might they do away the blod of the 
bone, but it ever appeared blwdy; when the 
Ning (aw this, he ſaid : it appeareth openly 
nom that this blod is of the nature of the 
bone; thou art his true Son, & the other two 
are Baſtarvs, I judge the the tree fo ever- 
moe. 


The Moral. 
Dear friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
our Low Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which bare a der 


Geſta Romanorum. 


of ſilver with five red Roſes , that is his boy 
dy that was lo fair, ſo clear,and meze radieut 
than any ſilver, accozding to the Plalmiſt: 
Speciolus for ma præ filiis hominum, that js, 
he was more fair than all che Children ot 
men. By the five red Roſes we under ſtand his 
five wounds which he ;luffered foz mankind. 
And by the King of Egypt we underſtand the 
Devil, againſt whom he fought all the time of 
his life and at the laft he was ſlain fen matte 
kind, Nevertheleſs befoze his death, he made 
his Teſtament to his thzee ſons. 

By the firſt,to whom he gave of the tr&,all 
that was under the earth, and above the earth, 
we underſtand luch mighty men, and others 
ok all eſtates in this Wozld, as are not cons 
tent with their callings, (&@k ambitiouflpthe 
ſubverſion of others, to magnifie and exalt 
themſelves. By the ſecond Son to whom he 
gave all of the tre that was great and ſmall, 
we underftand ſuch wozldly wiſe men, in this 
wozld, which in their ſubtilty attempt ta din 
02 loſe all. By the third ſon, to whom he gone 
all that was wet and dzy of the tra; me ants 
derftaud every god Chꝛiſtian Pzince, Noble» 
man, Magiſtrate, oz meaner perſon in e⸗ 
very Common wealth whereſoever , which 
(eſchewing all ambition and covetouſneſſe ) 
holding himlelf content with the pzovidence 
of God, andinhis own calling, — 

truely 
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truely to da godunto all men; yea, though 
bimſelf ſuſtain in juries, ſuffering now ſolace, 
then care, now riches then poverty: pet re⸗ 
cious Tree thus bequeathed unto them. This 
Tre is the Tre of Paradiſe, that is ever- 
lating jep which is given to us all if we take 
it thankfully. This every man obtaineth not, 
therefoze it behoveth them to go to the Ring 
of Reaſon, that is, unto the Father of Dea: 
ven who knoweth all things. The firft Son 
was letblod, and in his blod the bone was 
laid. By this bone we (hall underſtand our 
ſtrong faith in Chziſts merits, & by the blood, 
the lively and fruitful ſap of god wozks pꝛo⸗ 
eeding out of the ſame, which are rare things 
to be fonnd in thoſe that ſ@k'their own pꝛi⸗ 
vate gain, who when they are let blwd by the 
ſharp Lance of Gods Juſtice, and it be efta- 
bliſhed by Divine Piedication, and made dy 
with the Sun of out ward p2ofeſſion;yet being 
wacht with the water of Twelling Pꝛide, Ma⸗ 
lice, Envy, and ſuch like, then the kaith in 
Chiifts Merits, is as though we had not re⸗ 
© eeived it, and the livelp fruitful ſap of god 
wozks hath no power to tarry upon it, but 
vaniſheth away. And thus it fared with thele 
other two, the firft and ſecond Sons ; but the 
third Son being contrary unto the other in 
pzofeſſion and pzaciſe of life aud — 
. e 


Ceſta Romanorum. 
be Magistrate oz mean perſon, the — 
od. a perſon will ever be firm of Faith, 
bimleik and towards others, From debe a 
mans bone the blood of lively fruits (to him. 
(elf and all others pzofitable-) will never be 
waſhedaWap with the water of wzetchedneſs, 
But the mode it is dꝛyed in the Sun of true 
trial, the better it is; Such are the true Chil- 
onal God, of whom our Lozd ſpeaketh 

ye which have forſaken all things — 
me; that is, ye that have fozſaken the way of 
fingſhall teceive an hundred times more,that 

is, pe ſhall nat only receive the tri of Para · 
diſe, but aiſo the Heritage of Heaven. Theſe 
other two are Baſtards, becauſe what they 
pꝛomiſed in their Baptiſme, they monght all 
the contrary though their wicked living, and 
therekozeche that deſireth to obtain the jopes 
of Heaven, maſt abide tedfaftly in the pzos' 
lellion and pꝛactice of god life and manners, 
and then by Chzift he Gall obtain the Tre of 
Paravdiſe;Unto which he bzing us, who mow 
and Ts ever, Amen. 

Argument. U 4 ', 2693 

Cod ſo LE finful'man;thathe ſent his * 

ly begotten Son to redeem him out of the 
captivity of che World, to reſt with bim | 
in the j joyes of Haben. 

1 The. third Hiſtor ** | 

N Rome there t ſometimes d Noble 

be iocleſian, who loved ex: 
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The Hiſtory of 


ctedingly the vertue of Charity,wherefoze he 
deſired greatly.to know what Fowl loved her 
young beft,to the intent that he might there- 


by-grow tomoze perfed charity; it foztuned 
upon a dap, that the Emperoz rode ta a 2 · 


ref ta take his diſpozt, whereas he found the 


neſt of a great bird (called in latin Struchio 


Cameli, in Engliſh an Oſtridge) with her 
poung, the which young bird the @mperoz 
tek with him, and cloſed her in a veſſel of 
gla@, the Dam of this little Bird followed 
unte the Emperozs Palace, and flew into 
the Pall where her young one was, But 
when ſhe ſaw her poung one, and could not 
come to her, noz get her out, ſhe returned a. 
gain to the Foꝛeſt, © abode there thz& days, 
an at ihe laſt ſhe came again to the Palace, 
bearing in her mouth a wozm called Thuma- 
ra and wben ſhe tame wbere her poung one 
was; ſhe let the wozmfall upon the glaſs, by 
yertue vt which wozm the glaſs bzake, and 
the young one flew foxth with her Dam. 
When the Emperoz law this, he pꝛaiſed 
much the Dam ol the bird, which laboured ſo 
diligently to deliver her young one, 

oo! he Moral. 

Dees frienda,this Emperoz is the Father 
of Heaven, which greatly loveth them that 
live in perfect love and charity e This little 
bird taken from the fozreft, and cloſed in oy 
243 53 . 999K | glale. 
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Ceſta R omanorum; 


he | Glaſſe, was Adam our Foefather, which 

was exiled out of Paradiſe and put into the 

Glaſs, that is, Pell. This hearing theDam 

of the Bird: that is the Son of God, he del» 

ended from Heaven. unto the Foxreft of 
the wozd, and lived there th2& vapes bear» 
ing with him a wozm, that is, Man had, aCs 
coding to thePſalmift,] am a worm & no man. 

This was flain among the Jews, of whoſe 

blond the veſſel external was bzokeu,and the 

Bird went out, that is, Adam went koꝛth 

with his Dam the Won of God, aud ſle w to 

IDeaven, 

The Argument, 

A clean Spirit and undefiled Soul is rhe Daughter of 
God, ſo dear unto him that he beſtows her not upon 
the rich man wanting v iſdome, but upon che poor 
man that is wile, and liveth in his fear, which it ſhee 
have ar any time ttanſgieſod by frailty of fleſh, then 
ſeeketh (he for recovery of her health by rhe medicine 
of amendment of life : ſuch a ſoul ſhall be eſpouſed 


to Chriſt; and live with him in the World ro come 
evcrlaſtingly. 


The fourth Hiſtory, 

8 reigued in Rome a mozthy Em- 
gero and a wiſe, which had a fair daugb⸗ 

ter and agracious in the ſight of every man. 
This Cmperoz bethought him on a dap, to 
whom he might give his daughter in marri- 
age,reafoning thus: Tf J give my Daugb⸗ 
ter to a Rich man, and he be a Fol. then is 
the lat, but if J give her to a pon and a wiſe 
I» man 


The Hiſtory of 
man, then may he get his living by his wil. 
dome. 

There was at that time dwelling in the 
City of Rome, a Philoſopher named Socrates 
pe bat wile, which came to the Empe rour 
and ſaiv. Py Lozd, be not diſpleaſcd though 
J pat foxth mp Petition befoze pourighs 
ncls,5 Empe roz laid, (peak on then ſaid So- 
ctates p Lo, ye have a Daughter whom 
7 defire above all things. The Emperoz ans 
ſwcred and ſaid; My friend, J ſhall give th& 
my Daughter to Wife on this condition, 
that if ſhe dye in fellowſhip after that the is 
eſpouſed tothe , thou Galt without doubt 
loſe thy head. Then ſaid Socrates upon this 
condition J will gladly fake her tomy wife, 
The Emp. bearing this, called all the Lozds 
and States of his Empire, and made a great 
fcait at their wedding. Azadafter the feat 
S crates led home his wife to bis ownPHouſe, 
where they lived in peaces healthlong time. 
But at the laſt the Emperoꝛe Daug bter ſicks 
ned o death almost. Mhen Socrates yerceivs 
eg this, be laid to himſelf, Alas and woe is 
me,wbat ſhall J do, and whether ſhal J flæ, 
ik the @mperozs Daughter that is my wife 
ſpoula me And fo ſozrow this Socrates went 
to a fozreſt there beſide and wept bitterly, 

Tien while he thus wept g mourn d, there 
tame an ged man having a Kaff in his band 
and 


os 
Geſta Romanorum. 


and asked him why he mourned, Socrates an. 
ſwered and ſtd: J eſpouſed the Emperozs + 
daugbter upon this condftion,that if ſbe die 
in my fellowſhip, I choulo loſe mp like: now 
ſhe is ſickneo to drath almoſt,and J can find 
no remedy no} help,andtherefoze J mourn, 
Chen ſaid the old man be of god comfozt 
fo) J ſhall belp pou if pe will do after mp 
counſel, In this fozreſt be tb herbs,tif your 
make dzink of the firft foz pour wife, and of 
the other two a piaiſter, and if pe uſe this 
mediciual dzink & plaiſter in due time, with: 
0 out doubt ſhe ſhal recover ber perfect health. 
'» | Socraces did all that the old man had taught 
4 bim, And when his wife hav uſed a while 
* that medicinal dziuk and plaiſter , within 
at ſhozt time he was pertealy whole of all her 
: ſickneſs. And when the Emperoz heard that 
* | Socrates had ſo recoverev his wife, he pz0« 
©, | moted him to great honour. 
4 The M ral, 
4 Derr friend?, the Emperoz is our Lozd 
Aus Chzif,bis daughter ſo fair and ſo gras 
is | cious is the ſoul ma de to the ſimilitude of 
> God, which is ſoglozious in the ſight of him 
˖ and of his Angels, while that ſhe is not defis 
it led, but abideth in her own p2oper clean- 
Ines. This ſoul God would not give it to a 
e | rich man but toa pon, that is, a mau that is 
made ob the flime of the earth, 
2 2 This 


The Hiſtory sf 


This Socxates is a pw2 man, fo why; 
every man cometh po and nakey into this 
wozld from his Mothers belly g every mau 
tàabes his loul in wedlock upon (uch conditi⸗ 
ou that if He die in his kellowchip by deadly 
ſin, without doubt he Gall loſe eternal life, 
Tyerefoze O thou man it thy wife ſicken 
t:20ugh tratity of fleſh, unto ſin, do then as 
Socrates did, gs unto the Fopreft, that is, 
the Church of Chuſt, and thou walt finde 
there an old man with a ffaffe, that is, a diſs 
cc&@t eacber, which ſhall Miniſter unto 
the theſe thy? herbs, whereof map be con⸗ 
f:&2d the Medicine of thy recovery unte 
health; The fi: herb is acknowledging of 

ſin;the lecond is repentance: and the third is 
newveſs of liſe,accopding to the wil of God: 
Tf tbele hearbs be uſed in a plailter,the ſine 
ger without doubt chall receive bis health, 
and his ſoul Wall be delivered from fin. and 
alſured iy he hall have everlaſting life;Unts 
che mich bzing us our Loy Leſus Chziſt. 


The Argument. 

Many fobliſh Ide ots of the vorld, which flow in abun- 
CHice-of worldly wealth and pomp, thinking they 
C143 ve here alwanes are laboured unto by the Prea- 
chers of, Geds word, and admonithed of their mo- 
my any, fcliciries, * prepare themſclves in beſtow- 
ng wel their ſhore time hete, that they my injoy the 
V1. B/ g of everlaſting feliciiy in the world to come. 


The fifth Hiltory. 
\ © ntiir tberereign'd in Rome mighty 
Din peroz aid a wits , names Frederick, 


Geſta Romanorum. 


who had one onely ſon whom he loved much. 
ThiszEmperoz when he lay at potnt ofveath 
calledunto htm his ſon and ſaid ; Dear ſon, 
I have a'Ball of Gold, which J charge the 
on my bleſſing that thou anon after my death 
halt give to the verieft fwl thou canſt finde. 
Chen ſaid his Son: Þy Lozd without doubt 
; | Your will hall be fulfilled, Anon this young 
e | Lopd after the death of his Father, went and 
r, | ſought manyRealms,x found manp wzetch⸗ 
o [eſs fols, but becauſe he would perfozm his 
1: | fathers wil, he ſought til he came to a Realm 
g | where the law was ſuch, every year a new 
f | King was choſen who had the rulingof the 
s | Realm fo2 one year onely, and at the years 
: [end he was depoſed g exiled, into an Jfland 
„where he finiſhed his like in miſery. When 
the Emperozs Hon came to this Realm, the 
new Ring was choſen with great honop and 
bought unte his Regal ſeat with much mu⸗ 
lick and great reverence. Aud when the Em 
pero ſaw that, he came unto him, and ſalnts 
ed him reverently, ſaping 3 My Lord, lo Y 
ve pou this ball of gold, on my Fathers be, 
half, Then ſaidhe : J pꝛap thee tell me the 
uſe why thou giveſt me this ball: Then 
wered he, and laid: My Father charged 
ie on his death · bed, that J ſhould give this 
ili to the moſt-fol J could finde : wheres 
e J have ſought many Neulme, and hav 
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und many fols, but a moze fel that — 


We 


The Hiſtory of 


A never found; foz it is not unknown to the 
that thou halt reign but a ycar, and at the 
years end thou ſhalt be exiled into luch a 
place, wherereas thou fþait dye a miſerable 
death:wherefoze J hold the moftipl t at es 
ver J (ound, foz as much as, foʒ the Lo2dihip 
of a year thou wil: ſo wilfulip loſe thy (elf : 
and theretoze, J give the this Ball. Then 
ſaid the Ring » Mithout doubt thou ſaieff 
trulp, ant chert for while am nop in full 
power of this Realm, J will tend befoꝛe me 
eat treaſure,wherewith J map iuſtain my 
elf trom miſcrable death, when J ſhall ve 
exiled and put domn. And ſo this was done 
and at the pears end when he was-exiled, he 
lived there in peace and quietnels, and after- 
wards died a god death. f | 


| The Moral. | 

Dear friends this Emperoz is the Father 
of Heaven, the which bequeathed the Ball, 
that is, Wozldly riches to fwls and Jveots , 
who ſavour nothing but that is earthly, 
This Emperozs Son, is a Pꝛeacher oz diſs 
cret Miniſter, that travelleth about man 
Realms and Lands, to ew anbelieving 
men and f@ls their peril, The Realn 
rein no King might reign but a prar, 
wozlo, Foz who ſo liveth an unde 
pears when he vieth he hall ſom to — 


- 
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Ifved but the ſpace of an pear : therefo2e do 
astheRing did while you be in power of life, 
ſend befoze pou pour treaſure, that is fem 
Faith in Chzifts merits, and the fruits of 
Gods Mod, pꝛoct⁊ ding from the ſame;then 
certainly when we be exiled out of this 
Molo, we hall live in peace, and ſhall 
finde the mercy of God plentifully, wherebp 
we ſhall obtain eternal life, Unto which 
bzing us, he that fo2 us ſhed his pꝛecious 


me blwd, 
ny The Argument, 

The evil diſpoſed men of this world are here advertiſed 
of their greedy griping after the ſweer remprations 
e of the, Devil, wherein ſuch do rejoyce till death 
he cometh ſuddenly upon them, and then they fall igy 
ets to the horrible pit of deſolate darkneſs, due ro their 


deſen. 
| 5 79＋7— iu the City of Rome, 

in whole Smptre dwelt a noble Philo- 
ſopher, who by bis Art let up an Image in 
the midft of the City of Rome, which Image 
4 ftretched ont his Arm, and his fozmalt 
finger, whereupon d this pofie witten 
in Latine: Percute hic, ſtrixe here. This 
Image after the death of the Philoſopher 
fadalong time, and many great Clarks 
came fo2 to read the ſuperſcription that was 
on the finger, but none underffod it: 


whergfoze the people woudzed much. At 


The fixth Hiſtory, 
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The Hiſtory of 
laſt, a long time after, there came a range 
Clark out of a far Country and when he ſaw 
the Image, he read the ſuperſcription,Rrike | | 
here, And then upon a dap when he ſaw the! 
ſhadow of the hand, he tok a Mactock, and! 
bzoke up the greund under the hand where; 
ſhadow war accozbing to the under ſtanding! 
of the ſupericription , and anon he found an! 
houſe all af Mar ble underneath the grounds 
wherein he found fo much Riches, lo many 
Jewels, and ſo great marvels as he never 
ſaw befoze, And at laſt he ſaw a table ready 
covered, and all manner of things neceſſary 
thersto, ſet thereupon, He farther beheld 
and ſav e Car buntle in the Hall that lights 
ed all the houſe, And againft this Car vun« 
cle on the other ſide, fl@d a man holding a 
bow in his hand, and an Arrow ready to 
Get. The Clerk marvelled much when he 
ſaw all theſe things; and thought with him⸗ 
ſelf, that if J tell this fozth , there will no 
man believe me, and therefoze A will have 
ſomewhat. of theſe gods in token thereof, 

And with that he ſaw! a knife of Gold upon 
the Table;the which: he tok, and would 
have put it in his boſom; but then the Arche 
er (mote the Car buncle and bꝛake it, where⸗ 
by the whole houſe was ſhadowed and made 
_ dark;which when the Clerk perceived wept 
moſt bitter ly, foʒ he knew no way to get ont, 
1B 03.4 ©; | | fo 
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fozas much as the houſe was made dark 
thzouch the bzeaking of the Carbuncle, And 
the darkneſs above there fo2 ever after, And 
ge | ſo finifbed the Clerk his life there in that 
id | pdarkneſs, The Moral, 

$ Dear friends, this Im⸗ge thus ſtanding 
1K | betokens the Devil, which (atth evermoze , 
an | Strike here, that is, [erk after wozlvly riches 
Dd» andnot fo heavenly treaſure. This Clerk 
ny | that digged with the Mat tock, doth betoken 
er | the wozlbly wife men of tis wozld, as evil 
Dy | diſpoſed pleaders of the Law, crafty Attoz⸗ 
ry | neys,and other wicked wozldlings,that be es 
eld ver \miting what by right, and what by 
bt⸗ wong, ſo that they map get the vanities of 
un⸗ | the wo2ld, and in their ſmiting they finde 
gal great wonders. that is, they finde therein 
po thedelichts of the wozly, wherein many men 
1 he re ſopce. The Car buncle that giveth light: 
im ⸗ is the pouth of man, which giveth hardineſs 
no] to take their pleaſure in Wozldly riches, The 
zave | Archer with his Arrow is Death, which laps 
eof.} warch againſt man to flap. him, The Clerk 
wen that tak up the knife , betokeneth every 
ould] wozlbly man, that coveteth ever to have all 
ch; things to his will, Till death ſmiteth the 
ere] Carbuncle , that is, the ycuth , ſtrength, 
nade ] and power of man, and then lpeth he 
wzapped in tbe pdarkncſſe of ſin, in 
which darkneſſe oftentimes her dpeth, 


There; 
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| verſtanving bis p2oweſs, cryedto him 


— 


The Hiſtory of 
Therefoze ffudy we to fly the Mold, and 
her vain delights, and then we ſhall be ſure 
to win ever lacting life, anto which Ch2it 
Jeſas bzingus all, Amen, 


The Argument. 

We are here generally pur in minde, that the Devil be. 
ficgingthe World, our Champion Chriſt Jeſus is 
ready to take our quarrel into his own hand , who 
deſcending and ſaving us from the invaſion and cir- 

eumvention of Satan, is yer accurſed for us as a 

cranſgrellor, and is content to ſuffer death for our 

full Juſtification. 
The ſeventh Hiſtory, 

[ N Rome dwelt ſomtime a mighty Empe⸗ 
r62 named Titus, who ozdained iu his days 
ſuch a Law, that what Ruight dyed in the 
Empire ſhould be buried in his armour, awd 
whoſoever pzeſum'd to ſpoil any Kt. of his 
Armour after he was dead, ſhould dye with- 
ont anpCain-ſaying, It befel after fewyears 
that a City of the Empire was in danger of 
the Emperozs enemies, and was in danger 
of loſing, foz none that were in the City 
could defend themſelves by any manner of 
policy, wherefoze great ſozrow and lamen⸗ 

tation was made thzoughout the City. 

But at laſt within few daies there came 
to the City a potting Knight well-favoured, 
and valiant in feats of Arms, whom the 
worthy men of the City beholding, and uns 
with 
dne 
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Geſta Romanorum. 
one voice : O thou moft noble Knight, we 
beſ&ch the to help us now at our moſt need, 
if } fo2 you map ſ this City is like to be loſt ; 
Then he anſwered and ſaid : Sirs, ye (& A 
have no Armour, but ik J had, J wonld des 
be. bend pour City, 
n | Chis bearing a mighty man of that City, be 
ho Þ Cai to him (ecretip ; Sir, here lived ſome» 
ir- time a valiant Knight who now its dead and | 
$ 2 } buried within the City, and it it pleaſe pou 
to take his Armour pe may defend this 
City and deliver us from peril, and that 
Xe. | will be honour unto por; and pzofit unts the 
City. 
0 The voung Knight hear ing this, went to 
the G2ave ,' and arrayed himſelf with the [| 
Armour: and after much fight obtained the 4 
victozp, and delivered the Citp. Which 11 
done, he laid the Armour again in the 11 
Gabe. But there were ſome men of the 4 
City who envyed him becauſe he had obtaine ⸗ 
ed the viozy, aud accuſed him tothe Yubxe, 
ſaying thus : Sir, a Law was wade by the 
Emperoz that whoſoever diſpoileyany des 
| 


Raight of his Armoz ſhould dye, This 
poung Rnight found a dead Ruight, and 
ed, tak zwar bis Armoz,therefozeJ beſ@&chth& 
the | * thou mocts in law againſt him with equi · 
ty ¶Juſtice in giving bim ſevere puniſþburent / 
fo} ſo offending the Law, Mhen the Judge 


| i The Hiſtory of 
*1 heard this, he made the Knight to be taken 
1 and when he was examined of this his treſ⸗ 
paſs againſt the Law, he ſaid thus: Sir, it 
| is witten in the Law, that of two harms 
; the leaſt is to be choſen. Jt is not unknown 
| to pou, that this City was in peril to be 
loſt, and had J not taken this Armour, I had 
neither ſaved pou noz the City, therefoze 
methinks pou ought rather to honour me fox 
this gd ded that J have done, than thus 
ſhamefully to repꝛove me:fo J am led as he 
that is readp to be hanged, Alſo god Hirs, 
another thing J mapallenge fo mp excuſe ; 
he that ſtealeth oz robbeth violentlp,pu-poſs 
eth not toreſtoze the thingwhich he ftealeth, 
but it is not thus with me;fo2 though JJ twk 
the Armour of the veadRaight fs2 your de · 
fence and lafegard, when J had obtained the 
victozy, I bare it again to the ſame place, 
— to the dead Knight, whole it is by the 
aw. 
Then ſaid the Juſtice, a thief that bzeak- 
* etha houſe that he may ſteal and bear away 
ſuch as he can finde, although he bzing again 
that he hath t alen, J ask ok the if that the 
bzeaking of the houſe be lawful oz not ? 
The Ruight anſwered, ſometimes the 
bzeaking of the houſe may be god, whereas 
7 tit is made in a feble place, which would 
3.9 nes the Paſter of the Houſe to make — 
"® ra 


Geſta Romanorum. 
wall ffrouger, that the Theves after break 


not by fozce the walls ſo lightly, fox avoids 


ing of moze harm. 

Then ſaid the Judge, if the bzeaking of 
the houle be god, neverthbeleſſe in that 
bzeaking, violence is dane to the Lozd of 
the houle ; And lo thengh thou diſt reſtoze 
the Armour of the dead Knight, neverthes- 
leſſe, thou didſt wꝛong to the dead Knight in 
taking away his Amour. The Knight ſaid, 
J have told pou.that at two harms the leaſt 
is to be choſen, & that harm where thzough 
great godueſſe cometh, ought not to be cal» 
led harm, it (honld rather be called gos. 
F62 if a houſe within the City were on fire 
aud began to burn, it were better that tha 
oz four houſes thereby ſhould be thzown to 
ground, than that t hey ſhould be ſet aon fire. 
alſo, where bp all the City would be bur nen, 
right ſo. ik the Armour of the dead Knight 
dad not been taken, the City had been loſt. 

And when the Judge heard that he anſwe⸗ 
red ſo well and ſo reaſonably, he could give 
no fudgment againſt him. But they who had 
accuſed this Knight, ſlew bim: foz whoſe 
death there was great Weeping thzoughout 
all the. City, ans bis body was bonourably 
buried iu a new Tomb. 

The Moral. 


Dear friends, this Emperoz is the un 


not the Armour of humanitp, till he went to 
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of heaven, e this City is the wozld, which is 
beſieged of the Devil and deadly fin, aud ag 
many as were within the City, were all in 
peril fo be loſt. This poung Rt.that came to 
the City is our Lozd Jeſs Chzift, who had 


the grave, that is, the womb of the glozioug 
Uirgin Mary , bythe annunciation of the 

Angel, ſaying, The holy Ghoſt (hall light on 
thee, &c. Lo, thou (halt conceive and bear a Son, 

And thus in the womb of the Uirgin he tan 
the ar moꝛ of the dead Raight,that is,5 mans» 

hed of Adam our fozefather.s ſaved the city, 

that is, the woꝛld and mankind, by his bleſs 

(ep paſſion that he ſuffered on the croſs, am 

be put the armoz again into the grave, when 

Jis bleſſed body was buried; but the citizens 

envied him, that is, the Jews accuſed him to 
Pilate, ſaying: If chou ſuffer him thus, thou arr 

not Cæſats friend; we have a Law, and after the 

Law he ought to die Job. 19.2 1. And thus our 

Lo Jeſus Chyift of his enemies was con- 

demned tothe death of the croſs , and after |, 
aſcended uy to heaven, whither he wil bzing 
us, Amen. 
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The Argument. 

The fornication of the wicked worldlie men is 

here directed by the providence of God, and 

by his gracious favour, the ſinner is delivered 
out of thraldome of in,; umso the l;bertie of 

life everlaſting. The 


Geſta Rom ̃orum. 
The eighth Hiſtory. 
Pere reign'o lomtime in Rome a mighs 

[p Emperoz and a wile, named Berold, 

who ondaines a Law) that what woman was 
taken  4dvltry,her husband being alive,ſhe 
ſhould bee into perpetual Pzilon. There 
was that time a Knight bad a fair Lady to 
his wife, who comitted adultrp,her husband 
being alive, aud was with child,therefoze by 
the Law ſhe was put in pziſon, where in ſhozt 
time (he was deliverd of a fair ſon, The child 
grewup til he was [even years old, his mo⸗ 
ther daily wept bitterly: which when $ child 
heard, he ſaid un'o her, O other why weep 
ze thus „and fo2 what cauſe are you thus 
perplexed + Tien ſaid bis Mother, O mp 
\w#tSon-J bave great cauſe to mourn,and 


|Ithoualſo, foz aboue our heads are people 


walking & the Sun ſhineth in clearneſs, and 
we be here continually tn ſuch darkneſs,that 
I can neither ſ& tb& no2 thou me, alas that 
ver J conceived thee, Then ſaid the Son, 
uch joy as pou ſpeak of, I never ſaw, fo2 J 
vas bozn here in this darkneſs, therefoze if 
Jhadmeat and dzink enough J (ould live 
ere all my life Therekoꝛe Mother weepnot 
ut be chear ful. Thie lamentation that was 
etween the Mother & the Won ß Emperozs 
te ward heard, that Cod above their heads 
bhereof he bad great compaſſion, aud went 

is 
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to the Emperour,and kneling beſought him 
of his Gzace, that the Mother and the Son 
might ve delivered out of pꝛiſon. The Em. 
yeroz as a mercikul Lozd, granted that they 
ſhould be delivered. Nevectheleſſe , ik they 
treſpalled ſo in time to come, they ſhould be 
puntſbes with double pain, And after che 
was d:livered ſhe lived joytulip. 
The Moral, 

Dear friends, this Emper oz is Father of 
{eaven that made the Law, that what mars 
ried woman, bat is, what ſoul that is eſpouſs J n 
£9 to the Lozd, & doch commit adultery,that by 
is. doth worship ſtrange Gods, ſhould be cal 
iuto the Pziſan ct Vell; therefoze the ſinful ne 
ſul hath great cauſe to wep, for ſhe is de. fi. 
barcea tram light, thot is from the joys of f ,, 
Yeaven, Der Sen that deſired meat aud 
d1takare the wealthy wickes Mozlidlings, | ;, 
tyailap tothe Pieachers that pzeach uutoſ,, 
them th? joys of Draven, that whlle we may eo 
live and have alt the ſolsce of the world, we al 
drſite no other Deaven, The Steward tbat zn 
beard ther Lameutation, is the Loyd Jeſus 
That, who knowing all the pꝛivities of out 
(qrowfulandcepentant hearts fo; our fins 
befought the Father of Draven fon us, thatſ, 
we might be delivers from tbe prison of fin gr. 
and lo come to everlaſting Like, Unts whit 
be dziug us aul. Amen. 


Geſta Romanorum. 
The Argument. 


im Chriſt Proclaimerh the joyful Feaſt of Heaven, whereto 
on the lame, that the poor Vieachers of the Golpel hay- 
ms ing their ſighe of knowledge in Gods Word, ſupported 
13 by rhe blinde Laity, and each murually comiotung o- 
it ther, they approach unto the proclaimed. Feaſt of per- 
ry petual telicity. 

be 


The ninth Hiſtory, 
the Omtime in Rome dwelt an Empero2 nas 
ned Pompey, who above all other things 
| was merciful. This Empero? p2oclatmed 
of throughout all his Empire a great Frafſt,and 
ar? that {© & rich ſhouid come tothe Feaſt, and 
uſe wholoe ver came to that feaſt, hould not only 
dat de wel fed, but alſo he ſhould have great gikts. 
When the Herald had warned all man⸗ 
Mul ner of men to come to this Feaſt; at that 
time there were two po men lying vy the 
way, the one being lame, and the other blind, 
and Alas, ſaid one of theſe men to the other, woe 
IP | tous both, how ſhall we do⸗ foz the Emp: s 
yo} hath pzoclatmed a Feaſt, and whotoever 
My com: th thither hall not only be well fed,but 
ue co hall h. ve great gifts, and J am blinde, 
and thou art lame, Dow ſhall we do » Then 
laid the lame man tothe blinde man, J ſhall 
five t bergen counſel,if thouwilt do after me; 
Jam lane and feble, and map wot go, ne- 
vertheleſs J can (&,and thou art blinde, but 
f fin ſtrong: take thou me upon thy back, and bear 
tc Ie, and J hall direc the right wap, and thus 
Ta re ſhall both come — Emperozs Feaſt. 


that 
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Then ſaid the blind man let it be ſo, get thou 
on my back, and J ſhall bear the, and guide 
thou me, and ſo they did and came both to 
the feaft, and received great rewards, and 
after enved their lives in peace, 
The Moral, 
1 Dear Friends, this Emperoz is our Savi 
1 our Jeſus Chzift, that pꝛoclaimeth a Feaſt, 
Fl that is, the joys of Heaven, unts the which 
jopes he calleth all mankinde, and fozſaketh 
no man fhat will come unto him, This lame 
| man betokeneth the poz iniſters of theGol, 
pel which wanting wozidly wealth, live by 
| the Pzovidence of God; Aud this blinde man 
1 betokeneth the Lap-men, who know not the b 
; right way to Heaven. Jt behoveth the blind 
is | man, that ts, the Lay⸗men, to bear the lame t 
| man, that is, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
ſuſtaining + fev:ing them with the dut ps of 
T the Church: and the Minifters in Gods cauſe 
WW | are bound to teach and ta inkozm us in the 
a+ ; way fo Neaven, whereas we pall not onel 
1 have a Feat Tm alla great Kwvard and joy 
3 Un to whicy God bying us all, Ameg. 
| The Argumeat. l 
Heaven and Hell are here coinpated to two Cities, the 13 
Cities ir two contrary waies : to Heaven ( which1 
the City of all Heavenly treaſure and fe licity) is 0 
narrows crooked, craggy, and painful way, havil 


three Enemies, the Devil, — World and the Hd he 
ſo Hellſbeing the City or (ink of ſorrow and ſadneb 8 


Seſta Ronmnorum. 


a fair way, broad, plain, and caſie, having three guides, 
that is, Pride of life, Covetouſnels of the eyes, and 
to Concupiſcence of the Fleſh. 


ind The tenth Hiſtory. 
Ometime in Rome dwelt an Emperoz 
F named Folliculus, who was very wile and 
ry merciful in all his works. This Emperoz 
builded in the Eaft a Moble City, whercin he 
put all his Treakłure to be kept. Unto this 
eth City the wap was ftoity, full of Bzambles 
mey and ſharp Thozns, and thier Knights were 
armed ready to fight with them chat would 
come fo that City, Therefoze the Emperoz 
owained that whoſcever overcame theſe 
t theſ zuights, would enter the City, and take at his 
vill of the Emperozs Trealure. After that 
this Emperoz did make in the Noztha Citp, 
wherein he ozdained all manver of pain, loz⸗ 
row, and tozmenting koz Balefacozs , to 
which was a bꝛond wap very delectable,grow- 
ing full of Roſes and fair Lillles, and in their 
way were thz& Knights ever waiting, ik aup 
man came toward the City of the Noꝛth, ta 
ler ve him with all manner of delicates and 
geceſlarp p2oviſion; And ik it foztaned 
"that any man d id enter within that City. the 
=y tome was ſuch, that the people would bind 
havinſſln Hand aud Fot, and caſt him into Þzifor 
c FickFhere to abide the ſenteuce of the Judge, 
adnbY When this was cryed thꝛoughout ell the 
3 C 3 | 


nt 


The Hiſtory of 
Empire, there were two Knights dwelling 
in one City, one named Jonachas, who was 
a wiſe man, the other called Picrbus, whoſj 
was a Fol, nevertheleſs there had continued] 
between them great love. This Jonatha] *? 
ſaid to Pirrhus: Dear friend, there is a com.! 
mon cry made thzoughout all the Land, that 
the Emperoz hath made aCity in the Eaſt ! 
wherein he hath put his treaſure, aud whoſud 6 
ever may enter that Citp, (hall take what hell * 
will of the treaſure, therefoze let us go thin 
ther. | 

Then ſaid Pirrbus: Thy Counſel is god ft! 
let us go. The wiſe Knight ſaid ; Ik it be ſo ( 
that thou wilc follow mp counſel, J p2ay they tc 
that faithful friendfhip map continue beg te 
tw&en us, and in token of love thon ſhall tl 
dzink my blod, and J will dzink the, of tl 
this condition, that neither of us leave othed w 
in this Journey, The foliſh Knigbt lau if 
it pleaſeth me right wel, therelche they wei th 
both let blood, and each of them dzank ot heiß mi 
blod. &hen this was tone, they went kon th 
together oa their journep, and when the int 
had goue thy& daies journey toward the Citſth! 
where their treaſures was, they came toJit 1 
place where were two waies, one ſharp, aß we 
ſtonp, and full ok Thozns, the other faſth2 
and plain. and full of Delights. Then (et 
the wiſe Knight to his fellow ; Dear fig ta\ 
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here are two waies, one ſharp and thozny 
nevertheleſs, if we go this wap, we ſhal come 
to a City that is ſo rich, and there we ſhall 
have that we deſire, Then ſaid the fwlith 
Knight to bis fellow, J wonder greatly at 
you, that pou will ſpeak ſuch things, koz 


J will rather beleve mine epes chan pour 
wo2ds, Je here openly, and ſo do pou, that 
here is a hard wap, and full of thozns and 
as J have heard, there be thze Champions 
armed in this wap ready to fight againſt all 
men that gotowards theCity of theEaſt,and 


therekoze I will not go that way, but here is 


as you-may (&) another way plain and eaſie 


to walk in, and in this wapare ther Ruights 
ready to ſerve us, aud give all manner of 
things delightful fox us : and therefoze by 


this way J will go, and not by that other 
wap. Then ſaid the wiſe Knight, certainly 


if we go by that way, we ſhall be led into 
the City of the Nozth, wherein there is no 
mercy , but perpetual pain and ſozrow, and 
there we (hall be taken and bound, and cal 
into Pziſon.Certainly ſaid the foliſhRaight, 


if this way is the ready way, and as J belteve 


it is moze p2ofitable than þ other wap. Then 


p, u went they both fozth the fair way, and anon 


the Knights met with them, which recei⸗ 
ded them courteouſly koz one night, and 
— all manner of things that were 

pleaſans_ 
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pleaſant to them. And on the mozrow, they 
ton their journep {oth toward the Citp, and 
when they were within tye City, anon the 
Emperezs Diticers met with them, and laid: 
Frienos, woy came pe bhither: inſomuch that 
ye knew the f.aw of this City is lo cruel of 
Jong time herctotozerlutely ye ſhal be ſerved 
now attet the Law. Anon they tek the wile 
Kaight, and bzought him, and caſt him into 
pziſon, and after thar they twk ithe-folifh 
Knight, ens bound him taff, and calf him 

into Ditch, Won after it befel, that the 
Judge came to the City to give judgment on 
them that had treſpafſed the Law, and anon 
| all the pzifoners were bzought fozth befs2e 
"1H the Judge, among whom theſe two Knights 
it were b2ought fozith,one from pziſon, and the 
other from the Ditch» Then (aid the wiſe 
14 Knight to the Judge: Mp reverend Lozd, J 
4 complatu of my fellow that he is guilty of my 
1 veath: foz when we two came to the two 
ot wales, whereaf the one led to the City of the 
1 Eaſt, and the other to this City, J told him 
'F ail the peril of this City, and the reward 
: 

| 

| 
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of that other City, but he would not believe 
me, but laid to me in this wiſe; J wil believe 
mint own eyes better than thy wozds, and bee 
cauſe he was my fellow, J would not let him 
go alone in this wap: and thus came J with 

*  . him wherrtoze he is the cauſe of Mp _ 
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Then ſaid the foliſh knight, J complain that 
he is the caule of my death: to it is not uns 
the known to You all, that J am a fol and hea 
lid; | wiſe man, and therefoze be ſhould not ſo 
hat | lightly have followed my follp, top if he had 
l of | fozſaken this way, J would have followed 
ved bim, and therefoze he is the cauſe of my d:ath. 
ziſe Then ſaid the Judge to the wiſe Knight, be⸗ 
ato þ cauſe that thou with all ty wiſdom,ſfo lightly 
li Þ conſentedſt and followe dſt the will of the fwl, 
1im | and his folifh wozks ; and thou fol, becauſe 
the] thou didſt reject the god counſel and advice 
ton] of the wiſe , and wouldeſt not believe him, 
non | J give Judgement, that ye both be hanged 
e2e | fo2 your treſpaſſe : and ſo it was done. 
hts | Wherefoze all men pzaiſed greatly the 
the | Judge foz his diſcret Judgement, 

viſe The Moral. 

„J Dear Friends, this Emperoz is Almighty 
my] God, and in the aft is the City of Heaven 
wo] wherein is treaſure infinite ; Aud unto this 
the City is a hard wap and fall of Thozns, that 
him] ts, the way of Repentance , by which way 
ard full few walk: fo2 it is hard and ſtraight 
eve | acco2ding to the holy Scripture,ſaying thus 
eve] Arcta eſt via quæ ducit ad vitam, It is a 
be fraight way that leadeth to everlaſting like. 
him In this way are thie armed Knights, that 
is the Devil, the Mold, and the Fleſh : 
with _ it behoveth us to fight, and to 
C4 , obtain 
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obtain the vicozp befoze we may come to 
Heaven. The (ccond City that is in the 
MNozth,is Yell; and to this accozd:th the 
Scripture ſaying thus, Ab aquilone ponetut 
omne malum : Out or che Nozth cometh all 
Evil. Certainly to thisCity the way 1+ piain 
and bead, and walied about on cvery ſide 
with alt manner of delights, wheref92c mac 
ny men walk vp this wav. The thze Knights 
that give to every man going this way, what 
thing they pleaſe, are cycle : Poe of lite, 
Covetouſneſs of ihe eyes. and Concupiſcence 
of the fleſh; in which thz& the wretched 
man greatly delight-th, anb at the lau they 
lead him to Pell. This uittp Knight be- 
token th the ſoul, and the kwlich Knight be» 
tokencth the fleſh, which is alwales folifh 
and at all times ceadp to do ev l. Thele two 
are fellows and knit in one: foz either of 
them diink others blod ; that is, they ſhall 
D2ink of one cup, either of joy 02 pain, which 
they ſhall have after the diy of Dam, 

The Soul chul. th the wap of repentance, 
and in as mach as the may, the ſt::reth the 
Fleſh to vo the ſame, But the Ficſh never 
thinketh whot hall come after,and therekoze 
He goeth in the delights of this World, and 
flyeth the vertue of Repentance. And thus 
the Soul after death is caſt into Hell, and the 


Fug is caſt into the Ditch, that is, into the 
: 8 | | Spave. 4 
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Gave, But when the Tudge cometh , that 
isour Lozd Feſus Chuſt, at the luſt day 70 
the Bjudge all man-kinde ; Tyen thy Sout thall 
tut complain upon the Fleſh, aud the F1l-th upon 
all the Soul: But then the Juvar pat cannot, 
ain be deceived ſhall condemn the Sout, becanie 
we he followed the frartity of the Flech, ano che 
na. Fleſh becauſe it would not beiteve te aul. 
hts Myheretoze let us ſtudp to tame gur fetch chat 
hat we map obey God, and then die wall ave 
ite; eternal like. Uito which bzing us dar Lozd 
nce | Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 


Ihe Argument. 

hep The Soul of man being poſſeſt of the Princely Teriige 
be⸗ of Paradiſc, was by the Devil provok:d to ling — 
be⸗ her Creator, and for th: ſame tranſęreſſion (veing 
liſh thence nu the would exiled) loft that heritage but 
by Chriſts blelled Deach and Pa ſſion was teſtored to a 


ww more happy Heritage of everlaſting Felicity, 

0 * : a 

hall The eleventh Hiſtory. 

ich Here dwelt ſomtimie in Rome a mightp 


Emperoz named Frederick, which had no 


ice, | Cbilde but one onelp Daughter, to whom 
the | this Emperoz after his diccale bequeathed all 
ver | his Empire. This under ſtauding an Earl 
oz that dwelt there beſide, he came to this young 
and] Lady, and Weed her, and pꝛovoked her to 
has || fin ali that be might, : whereby this poung 
Lavp in ſhozt pꝛoceſs of time inclined ta the 


the 
ve. 


Carl, and this Carl anon lap vith her; and 
| | defiled 
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defiled her: and after that, he dzave her from 
ber Heritage, & exiled her out of the Empire, 
wherekoze the made great lamentattion, am 
fled unto a Realm there beſtde, where ſhe 
daily wept and maurned, 

It ue fel after on a dap, that while ſhe late 
mourning by the big h⸗ wap fide, there came 
riding by her a fair poung Knight apon g 
Pozſe, wks came tewards her a great 
pace any verv courteonfly (aluted her, agke 
ing her the cauſe why ſhe mourned ſo ſoze. 
Then anſwered ſhe. and lald My Reverend 
Lo2>, Jam gn Emyerours Daughter, del⸗ 
cened e“ Nopal blad, my Father is dead, 
who leit mc all his Empire, becauſe he had 
no other Heir. And after his deceale an 
Eari there»! efide deceived mee, defloured 
my Uirginity, and after that, he put me vio⸗ 
lentip out cf mp Oeritage, ſo that now J am 
fain to beg my bzead from dw2 to daz; 
and this is the cauſe of my ſozrow. Then 
ſaid the Knight: Fair Damſel, J have great 
comvallion on thy beautp and on thy come 
Iinelle: therefne if thou wilt grant me one 
thing, J will fight foz the againſt the Earl, 
and? wil alſure the the victozy? Then ſaid ſhe 
Alas gd ir, J have nothing that I may give 
unte von but my ſelk; And J ask no moze 
of the, (id the Knight, but that thou wouldſt 
be mp wife , and love no man lo much as 
me 
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ne. Then ſaid ſhe : Reverend Sirz that I 
will do gladly, and moze ik J might. Then 
ind aid the Knight: J will that thou da nothing 
ſhe Þfoz me, but ik it foztune me to dye in the fight 
foz ther, and obtain the victozp, thou ſhalt 
ate take my bloody ſhirt. and hang it upon a beam 
me in thy Chamber: and this thou Hhalt do fo2 
na wo cauſes; The firſt is, that whenſoever 
eat thou beholdeft the ſhirt, thou (halt werp fo2 
ke me. The lecond is, that whatſoever man 
ne. {cometh to woe the to be his wife, thou ſhalt 
end then haftily run unto thy Chamber and there 
el. beholdingmy blody ſhirt;think heartilpwith⸗ 
ad, in thp ſelf thus, 
had The Lozd of this ſhirt died fo2 my love in 
an battel, by which he recovered my Heritage. 
red God fozbid J ſhould take any other man af» 
vie ter his death . Then laid be: Reverend fir, 
am fall this J ſhal fulfil by the grace of God. and 
v} » {when the Knight heard this, be allaped ta 
hen I fight againſt the ſaid Earl, and obtained the 
eat JUicaozp, and the Earl was overcome and 
dm | fled, and this young Ladp was bzought any 
one received again into her Heritage, Nevertke- 
arl, lille, the Knight was deadly wounded in 
the that battel, whereof he died: but ere he died 
tive | he bequeathed his blavy ſhirt unto this 
Damſel, deſiring her to kæp her pꝛemile. 
When this poung Lady heard of his death, ſhe 
wept ſoze, fox in his ſhirt was bzought thus. 
| | Thig 
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Think on me, and have in minde 

Him that to thee was ſo kinde. 

Anon when ſhe had received this ſhirt, 
ſhe hanged it upon a Beam in her Chamber, 
and as ot as ſhe beheld it ſhe Wept bitter, 
Ip. It befel not long after, that the States 
of the Empire came to her, and deſired her 
to take an Wutband, but then ſhe went to 
her Chamber, and beheld the blobp ſhirt, 
and waxcd ſozrowful, and ſaid oftentimes, 


woe and alas thou lufferedſt death koz my! 


love, and thou alſo recoveredſt again my Þe, 
rifage - God kozbid that J Could take any 
other man but the, And thus he anſwered 
every man that came to her: and ſo they 
went away diſappointed of their purpoſe, and 
«+ He ended her life in reſt. | 


The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Empero} is the Father 
of Heaven, and this Daughter is the Soul 
of man, made to the ſimilitude of God: to 
whom he gave and bequeathed the Empire 
of Parzariſe. But there came the Earl, that 
is, the Devil, and pꝛovoked her to ſin, when 
the eat of the Apple, and ſaid to her thus: 
In what heut yee eat of this Apple yee ſhal be 
Gods. Ulhcrefoze we breaking Gods com- 
mandement were exiled out of Paradiſe, to 
live in this TWozid in great wzetcheneſſe , 
2 as 
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as the Scripture ſaith : 
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In the ſweat of thy 
face thou ſhalt eat thy Bread. But then 
came a fair poung Knight and a ffrong, 
that is, our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, who had 


.compaſſion upon man-kinde , and taking ups 


on him our fleſh and blood, gave battel to the 

Devil and overcame him: and thus wonne 

her again our Deritagge. Therefoze let us 

do as this young Lady did, let us lay this 
blody ſhirt, that is, the remembꝛance ok the 

Paſſion of Chziſt on the Beam of our hearts, 

let us think how ourLozd Jeſus ſhed his p2e- 

tions blod foz us. And if anp man, that 
is, if the Devil, oz any ot her would tir us 
to fin, let us think pzeſently on the paſſion 
of Chziſt, ſaying thus: J will take none other 
but the, who haſt ſhed thy blod foz me, and 
thus ſhall we win everlaſting life, Unto 
which God wing us all. Amen. 

he Argument. 

We are here IP advertiſed of honouring the Sab- 
bath day : how for the redeeming of time; to be oc- 
cupied in Ghoſtly Contemplarior, is profitable to the 
Soul and Body. Alſo Preachers of God) Word often- 
time, for laying truth purchaſe ill will. It we beſtow 
our talents in the amplifying of our Faith, and fur- 


thering one of another with good Works, we ſhall in 
time inherit the fruition of eternal life prepared for 


Chriſt's Elect 

The twelfth Hiſtory. 
M Rome ſomtimes dwelt a mighty Ents 
peroz named Apollonius , has ozdained 
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a Law, that every man upon pain of degeh 
ſhould celebzate the day of his Nativity, 
This Empeco02 called to them a Clerk that 
was hight Vugil, and ſaid ; My dear Paſter, 
there be many hainous offences done in my 
Empire contrary to the Law, therefoze J 
p2ap the, that thou by thy cunning wouldeft 
make ſome craft whereby A may know who 
treſpaſſeth againſt theLaw pꝛivately oz open. 
iy. Theaſaid Virgil My reveredLozd,your wil 
{hal be dane, anon this Virgil thzough his craft 
made an Image in the midſt of the City of 
Rome, wkich deuounced and told all the Em⸗ 
perozs Mellengers who treſpalled againſt the 
Law,and who not. There was at that time 
dwelling in the City of Rome a Smith that 
hight Focus, which by na means would cele⸗ 
bzate the Nativity of the Emperoz. Jt beſel 
upon a uinhyt ag the Smith lap in his bed, he 
thought upon the Image that accuſed many 
men befo2e, dꝛeading leſt the Image wonld 
accuſe him, wherefo2e he aroſe, and went to 
the Image, and ſaid: make a Uow to 
God, ik theu accuſe me J Hall bzeak thy head, 
and when he had ſeid thus, he went home. 
The Emperoꝛ on the mozrow follswing leut 
Meſlengers to the Amage, (as before time he 
was accuſtomed)to know and under ſtaud Who 
had treſpaſled againſt the Law. And to them 
theu laid the Image lift up pour epes and 
| be hold 
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behold what is ingraven in the fozebead, And 
when they loked up, they ſaw this polte whit» 
ten, Times be changed and men become worſe 
and worſe : for he that will ſay the truth ſhall 
have his head broken. Therefsze go pe foꝛth 
to your Lozd, and tell him all that pe have 
heard and ern. The Meſſengers went forth 
and fold the Empero} all they had heard aud 
ſ#n. 

Then ſaid the Emperoꝛz, arm your ſelves 
and go to the Image, and if that you finde 
any man that hath menaced oz thzeatned to 
Hurt the Image, bind himhband and Fat, and 
hing um unto me. Then went the Mellen⸗ 
ger: fozth to the Image, and ſaid toi“: tell 
us the truth. it any may haue tngegtued ther, 
and we ſhaiil rever ge che anun. Then ſaid 
the Image; Take the ſmithbocus, fox he is the 
man that wit not honour the Nativity of the 
Emperoz: Straichtway the Meſlengers led 
kozth the Smith befoze the Emperoz: and 
there examined him why he kept not the day 
of the Emperoze Nativity in Reverence and 
Honopaccozding tothe Law? Then anſwered 
the Cmith,ond a 18cvercnd Lozd, Jbeſech 
you that vou well Hear mine excuſe, æ ik J ans 
\wer not reaſonably to al! manner ak points 
that ye hall ak me, J will yeils me fully to 
your gꝛace:then (aid theEmperoL, J wil hear 
the,and that which is right, that J will do, 

Then 
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Then laid th: Smith, J muſt have eight 
pence every day in the werk, and that A can, 
not get without great labour, and therefouy 
I map not kep that dap holy- day moge thay 
othe days. Then ſaid the Emperoz, why 
muſt thou have this eight pence ⸗ Then [aid 
the Smith, J am bound to pap daily two 
pence, and two pence J lend, and two peuce 
1 loſe, and two pence J ſpend : Then laid 
the @mpero2,tell me mote expꝛelſly of theſe 
eight pence; Then ſaid the Smith, Jam 
bound very day to pay two pence to my Fa: 
ther,foz when J was poung he [pent daily two 
pence on me, which Jam bound to pay him 
again fo2 his ſuſtentation: and two pence 7 
loſe on my wife. Then (aid the @mperoz, 
why laſeſt thou that two pence on thy wife / 
Then laid he: where ſaw Ye ever a woman 
but the had one of hele properties, either the 
was wiiful and contrary to her {uzband, u 
02 hot of complexion: therefoze that J give Þ ac 
her J loſe and two pence J lend to mp Won, I it 
where wt:th he is \uſt>tned, that when J come ts 
to agt ann voverty he may pay me two pence Jil 
again, ithe as ? do my Father. And Aſth 
{(pend tyo pence on my leit in meat and d2ivk Fac 
and timt is little enough. Then ſaid the fo 
Emgoroꝛ,t hon baft anſwered wel and wiſely, 

325% long after the Emperoz died, and this ge 
Dry Focus was choſen to be Emperon, be. (hb 
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cauſe be ſpent his eight pence ſo wiſely and 
ſo pzofttablp , ana this he cuded bis life in 
peace and reſt. | 

The Mral, 

Dear Fricnds,fhiszEmperoy is eur blefſed 
Saviour Jeſus Chziſt, which ozdatned by 
bis halp Law, that every ove ſhoulg kp holy 
the Sabbath. d p. This Virgil that made 
that mage is the Holy Shoſt who eſtabliſhed 
among us Pzeachers, to teach vertues and 
repꝛove vices , aud they (ould. not ſpare the 
Po noz the Rich, Bur now it a Pꝛeacher 
ſhould ſpeak the truth. again aup man, he 
ſhall be thzcatned by the enemies of Chil, 
that is, bp evil meu that neither love God 
noz man. Mhereloze the Pzeacher map 
ſay now a.daies,that poſte wy:ch was wzitten 
in the foje-head of the Image: Times be 
changed from good to ill, and Men bee daily 
worſe : for whoſo would ſpeak the truth now 
adayes ſhal have his head broken. Thetetoze 
it is ni dfal they be armed, that is, ought 
to be armed with vertudus examples of god 
life, and then they ne» not fear, becauſe 
they have the truth of Gov to ſtand by them 
acozdingfo.the Apoſtles ſaying * If God be 


for us, who can be agamlt us? 


By this Smith Fotus is underſtod every 


cod Chziftian-man , who daily ſbould ſpend 
lis time in — everp hours travel 


with 
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with ſome p2ofit Cozporal oz Spiritual: and 
then gughht ye to be pꝛeſented bekdze the Em. 
pero: This Focus paid two pence to the 
Father, and ſo we ſhould pay ts our Father 
of Heaven two pence, that is honcur and 
love; g oz when we were Childzen of waetch: 
ednelle, and in bonvage, Almighty God ſent 
down to the earth his Son to redeem us, at⸗ 
Singe St. Joba the Evangeliſt, ſaying; 
God loved.che world ſo wel, that he gave 
his ogely begotten Son for the Salvation of 
the World, Alſo this Focus leut two pence 
fo his Son: that is, every Chuftian man 
dught to lend to the Son of God, our 
Lozd Telus Chziſt, true and unfeigned 
faith >. Ahn fruitful god Wozks and Deeds in 
gur life; and he will repay. us again at the 
day of Dom with his heavenly mercy, when 
Soul aud Body call be glozifted , and that 
he in dux Bzother ntap be pꝛoved by the Text 
of Mala, ſaying, A chiide is born to us. Thish , 
Focus Toft two pence ta bis Mike: his Wife | 
betokwuns the fle ſh, upon whom thou loleſt two I 
pence, that is, unlawful love and con 
ient to fin, becauſe the fleſh is contrary toy f. 
the Spirit, and is ever ſubject to in. Thug . 
Focus alto fpent two peute on bimfelf : by 
the firft penuy ye all underſtand repgutancey m 
whereat the Angels in Heaven do greatiſ . 
re jopce; by the cond penuy ye all * ſa 
al 
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ſtaud perfect perſeverance in amendment of, 
like: fo2 he that abideth unto the end ſhall be 
ſaved, Aud he that ſpendeth well theſe two 
pence ſhal obtain everlaſting life;unto which 
ch bzing us our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. Amen. 


The Argument, 

ate plan beipg blinde through fin, and either by Infirmiry of 
ig; frail fleſh, or ſuggeſtion treſpaſſing with evil and lewd 
Ave company, though God of his merc\ be fayourable unto 
a of him in his life time by reaſon of the foreſaid reſpeR z 
nee . if he accuſtomedly walk en forward in this. world- 
y wickedneſs, his wil ful blindneſs hal not excuſe him, 
nan bur accuſe him in the day of Judgment; moſt gr ĩevouſ- 
our ly to have offended God, in abuſing his mercy offered, 
ned | - 2ndthercfore the Jeſs worthy to have che reward of 
s in de fimpleloul ? that repencancly and wich modeſty 
the liverh to the fruician of everlaſting bliſs. 


"we The thirteenth Hiſtory, 
tha mtime in Rome dwelt a noble Emperoz 
Ebi which among all other ver tues loved beff 
"0 mercp : {herefoze he ozdained a Law, that 
every blinde man ſhould have an hundzed ſhil⸗ 
lings by the year, of his treaſure. It befel on 
on fy a dap, that certain men came to 8 Tavern 
* | topzink Wine, and that theſe men had ſit» 
hn ten in the Tavern three daies, the fourth 
„ap tbep were greatly in debt foz the wine: 
wherefoze the Ulintner came to them and 
rea} demanded money foz his Wine. Then 
ſaid one of the Dzinkers, Sirs, the Em⸗ 
| D 3 | perop 


„ a 
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peroz hath made ſach a Law, that every blind 
man ſhall have an hundzed ſhillings of his 
treaſure : therefoze let us caff lots among us, 
and to whom the lot falleth, let his eyes be 
put out, and ſo he may go to the Emperozs 
Palace, and get an hundzed ſhillings to dil» 
charge us- Now this counſel liked them well, 
ſs they caſt lots; and the lot fell on him that 
gave the-counſel,and his fellows immediate s 
ly put out his eyes. 

Aus when he was blinde, he went to the 
Emperozs Palace, and asked an hundzed 
ſhillings of the Steward, accozding to the 
Emperozs Decræ. Dear Friend, ſaid the 
Steward, thou didft ſe with both thine eyes 
a while ſince, thou alſo under ſtandeſt the 
Lawamilſs ; fo2 the Law is made foz men 
that are blinde though fnfirmities, oz by the 
will of God, but the other day thou hadſt thy 
ſight in the Tavern» and haſt wilfully loft 
it. Therefsze go to the Tavern again to 
thy keliows, and diſcharge what thou oweft, 
fo here getteſt thou not a Farthing, Chen 
went this Wietched man fo2th, and told his 
kellows of the Stewards auſwer , and with 
that came in the Uintner and diſpoiled them 
of ail their cloathes, and beat them, and thus 
dꝛone them with ſhame ont of the City: Aud 
ſo were they never after ſeen there, 


them 
thus 


| 
| 


Thel 


Geſta Romanorum. 
The Moral, - 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz is our Wa⸗ 
viour Chzift,who ozdained a Law, that every 
blinde man ſhould have an hundzer chillings 
of his Treaſure. The blind man betokens 
eth every inner, who ſtaneth thzough 'mnfire 
mity,02 the intiſing of the Devil, the Monzld 
and the Fleſh, and ſhall receive an hundzed 
ſhillings, ik he be inwardlp repentant of his 
fins : that is, he (ball have an hundzed times 
moze jop, accopding to the Scripture, ſaying 
ye (hal receive an hundred times more joy if ye 
epent and turn from ſia, and all yee ſhall have 
everlaſting life, Theſe men that came to the 
Tavern to dzink Wine, be ſinners, who 


often times come to the Tavern of our Ad, 


derſarp the Devil, to dzink of his carnal 
appetites , that is, they there conſume and 
waſte awap all Spiritual Gertues, which 
they received at the Sacrament of Paptiſm. 
here the Devil our enemp diſpoileth them 
of all their «wy v&@ds that ever they have 
mought befoze, - They caſt lots, that is, they 
taſt among them the cuſtome of fin; and this 
lot of fin falleth on ſuch as are unthankful 
and mercileſs and ſucha man wilfullp be- 
comes Wilful, a foul inner like Judas, that 
betrapep gar Lozd without any ſugeſtion oz 
inticing, And therfoze ſuch men fin moſt gries 
douſly, When they con bekoze ene 

3 Jas 
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that, befoze the-Pzelates of the Church, they 
can hardly: obtain an affirance- of. Heaven, 
becauſe they be not in the right wey to leave 
their fine Therefoze let us ſtunp with all 
diligence to plraſe God, that we may obtain 
everlaffing life, which is lald up in fto2e fo; 
all thoſe that live modellly, lebing fox eter, 
nal ſalvation, Unto which  bjtng us Loy 


Jeſns Chrift. : Amen. 
The Argument. | 

A cer in faithful vow of love being made beetn che 
ſoul of every faithful Chriſtian and Jelus Chriſt , we 
are to conſider the merciful and gracious Covenant of 
God toward thc. faithful, and to be careful of this Co- 
veaory and we are to ſtudy to perform our Vows, ſo 
ve r che prefixed ab of Promiſe being undefi led, 
e promiſed place 10 everlaſt- 


hereby purchgl 
05, prepared for all them that ſeck rhe glory 
Gad, and their fouls health, 


The fourteenth Hiſtory. 
125 Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Em. 

peroz named Philominus, who had one ale 
— er who was fair and gracious in the 
xvery man, who had to name Aglac Aten 
— was alſo in the Emperozs Palaces 
eue Kuight that loved dearly this La 7 
It bekel after on a day, that this Knigiſ 
talkev with this Lady, and ſecretty utter 
His deſire unto her, Then the ſald cour teouſſhen 
'fe&ing yen have uttered to me the ſecrets! ba 


pot heart, J wil like wiſe fo2 your Love uttt 
Mo Neu dhe ecrets of my heart, and n, 


it. 
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that above all other J lobe pou bel. Then 
Jad the Knight, J purpoſe ts viſtt the Holy 
Land, and therekoze give me pour Troth, 
all that this ſeven years yourfhalt take no other 
am Han, but onely foz my love totatry ko me 
ken le long, and if J come not again hy this 
er» mp ſeven pears, then take what man poa 
on } like best. And likewife J pꝛomtle you that 

within this ſeven pears J will take no 
ache wife. Then ſaid (hee this Covenant plea, 
, we ſeth me well, When this was ſatè, each 
mf I of them was betrothed to other, and chen 
ele Knight tok his leave of. the Lady and 
£1. | vent to the holy Land. Dhoztly after the 
ral: em treated wy, Ring of Iu 1tfa 


in the marriage 8 e hen 
be fa 


tame the K. ok Hun gary tat UF ina 


me to Dang er, K 
„de ſcked e well her 245 


Em. y 
dul her behaviour, ſo that the Emperout and 
le e Ring were accozved in all things as 


| wr nchen the marriage , upon the conpikton 
a 


tat the Damſel would Confent. Then cal» 
ed the Emperour the young Lady to him, 
nd laid: O my fair Daughter, I bave pꝛo⸗ 
idedfoz the, that a King ſhall be thy Hul. 
and ik thou lift conſent, therefoze tell nte 
at anſwer thou wilt give to this. Then 
dhe to her Father it pleaſeth me well; 
Put one thing dear Parker J intreat'df you's 
KEE 4 


bf 
tert 
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if it might pleaſe pou to grant m: J have 
vome d to kp my Uirgiuit y. and not to mat, 
rpthis (even pears ,: theretoze dear Father, 
A belœch vou to2 all the low that is beten 
your gracious Father had and me, that you J 
name no man to be my Yusbaud till theſe] | 
ſeven pears be endcd,, and then J chatl be 
readp in all things to fulftl pour will, Then 
ſaid the Cmpcroz ; fich it is lo that thou half! 
thus vowed, J will not break thy Uow, but! 
when thele ſeven. pears be expired» the! 
ſhalt have the King of Hungary to thy Hul, 
band, E 
Then the Emper oz ſent fozth his Letten! 
to the King of Hungary, pzaping him, if i] | 
might pleaſe him to flap ſeven years fo2 th 
Love of his Daughter , and then her seu 
ſped, without kail. Perewith the King 
was pleaſed and content fo flay the ppefixt 
ee e 
And when the ſeven years Were ended ſai 
a day, the young Lady ftod in her Chan 
ber Window, and wept ſoze, ſaying 3; Wot 
and alas, as to mozrow mp Love-pzomi 
to be with me again from the Þolp Land 
and alſo the King of Hungary to mozrow wi 
be here to marty me, accozding to mp F 
thers pzomiſe ; and if my Love comes not 
acertain hour, then.am.J utterly deceived! 
the inward love J bear to him, * 


l 
N 
. 
| 
| 
7 
f 
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ave | - When, the dap came, the Ring haRied fo» 
tare | ward the Emperour to maxry his Daughter, 
ger; | and was..xopally arrayed-in, Purple. Aid 
ver | while the King was rizivg;on his way, there 
you | came 4 Kuigpt riring en his wap, - who 
heſe | ſaid, Jam of the Empire of Rome and now 
be | am lately come from the Qoly Land, ana, A 
hen am ready to do pou the beſt Service, J cans 
hat] Andasthey. rode talking by the wap, it be- 
but gan to rain lo faft , that all the Kings Ap» 
then] parel was loze wet; Then ſaid the Knight; 


Hub My Lozd ve have vone foliſhly , fo2 as much 
| as pe bought not with pou pour houſe; Then 
tteu ſaid the King: Why ſpeakelt thou ſo? 0 
if it] Youſe is large and bzoad and made of, tones) 
2th and moztar,z how Gonlo, J bzing that with 
you 


me myHoule; Thou ſpeakeR like a ol. MAhen 
this was {atd,, they rode an till they came to 
a great dp water, andthe King ſnotehis 
hozſe wit h bis ſpurs, and leapt into the Was 
ter, ſo that he was almoſt dzowned, - When 
ham the Knight lau this; and was over on the o⸗ 
Moq ther ſide ok the Water without peril, and 
be ſaid to the King: Pe were in peril 
and there foze p did foliſhly , becanſe e 
bzought uot with you pour Bzidge. Then 
ſaid the King, . thon ſpeakeſt ſtrangely, my 
Bzidge is made of Lime and ftone, and cou» 
taineth in quantity moze than half a Wile ; 
Dow ſhould I then bear with me mpB3idge? 
a | there- 


King 
fixe 
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therefoze thou ſpeakeft fwliſhly. Well faid 
the Knight, my fwlihneſs my turn the th 
wifdome, When the King had'rivpen a little 
further, he asked- the Knight what time of 
day it was. Then fatd the Kt. it any man hath 
lift to eat, it is time of the dap to rat, there: 
foze my Loꝛd, pꝛap take a modicum with me; 
fo? that is no diſhonioz to you, but great hos 
no2 to me befo2e the States of this Empire; 
Then faid the King' J will gtavlp eat with 
ther, They ſate both down in a fair Aine 
Garden, and there dined together, both the 
King and the Knight. And when dinner was 
done, and that the King hay waſhed , the 
Knight laid unto the King, My Lond, ye have 
done kwlichly, oz that y& . bzonght not 
with pon pour Father and other. Then 
ſaid the King, what ayeft thou? 0p Father 
is dead, and my Mother is ols and may not 
travel, how ſhoutd J then ming them with 
me „ 'therefoze to ay the truth, a fwlither 
man than thou art did J never hear. Then 
ſaid the Knight, every wozk is praiſed at the 
end. 

When the Knight had ridden a little furs 
ther, & nigh to the Emperozs Palace, he asks 
ed leave to go from him, koʒ he knew a nearer 
wap to the Palace, to the young Lady, 
that he might come firff, and carry her away 
with him, Then ſaid the King, J N 

| k 
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ta Nhe fell me by what place thon purpoſeſt to 
üb nde - Then [aid the Knight, I chail tell pou 
ttle [you the truth: this day feveu years I. th 
en net in a place, any nom J purpoſe to piſit 
ath lit, and dam it ta me, and ik it de whole, 
then will J take it to mi, and kep if as'q 
Inecious Jewel, if it be broken, t en will 
J leave it: and when ber had thus ſaid, 
ire: (ht ton bis leave of the King, and 
— foiths. but the Ring kept the bzoad high 


"ibeptheQatiperoz heard of the Riugstom, 
ing, he went towards bim with a great com. 
panp, and Fear received him, cauſing bim to 
ht 00 and to put en fresh Ap, 
when the Emperoz and the King 

— Tet ws meat, the Emperoz welcomed 
him with alk the 'chear and ſolace that her 
could. And when he bad eaten, the Em⸗ 
ro2 asked tydin gs of the King: Mp Top 
id hee, Þ hall tell you what J hav heard 
this day by the way,” There came a Nuight 
to mean revtrently ſaluted me: and anon 
after there fell a great Rain, and qreatly 
fur⸗ potler mp Apparel. And anon the Km : 

oke laid: Wir, ye have done felifcſy, fox 

rer | you bought not with pon pour Houle; Then 
dy, | {*idthe Emperez: what cicathing had” thr 
Knight on ? A Cloak quoth the King. Cben 
ſaid the Emperoz , lurely that was a Miſe 
man , 


The Hiſtory of 
man, fo the houle whercof he.ſpake-wasz 
Cloak, and therefoze he (aid to you, that pa 
did foliſhly, becauſe. you came without your 
cloak, then your claathes had not bæn ſpoile 
with Rain, Then ſald the King, when he had 
ridden a little further, we came fo a hep wa: þ 
ter, and J (mote my Hozſe with my Spurg, 
and A was almoſt dzowned,but berid thzough 
the water without any peril, then (ain bets 
me, . you. did foliſhy..toz that. you, b 2 
not with you pout bzibge. Uerlly lab 
the Emperoz, he ſaith truth, foz he called . 
the Squires the Biege, * habe 
ridden befoze you.» andallayed the depueſſe 
of the water. Then. ſaid the King. we robe | 
further, and. at the laſt her pzayed: m& toÞ; 
Dine with him, And when hä had Dl, 
ned, hir ſaid, J did unwilely, becauſe J 
bzought.not with me my Father and po, 
ther. Truely ſaid the Emperoz, h& was . 
wiſe man, and ſaith: fo2 h@ called pour c 
Father and Mather, Bzead and Wine, am 
other vinuals. Then laid the King: wa 
rode kurther, and anon akter he asked * 
leave to go ktom me, and J asked earnefflpſ+- 
whither he went: and he anſwered again . 
and ſaid ; this dap ſeven years, J lekt a Netz 
in a pzfvace place, and nam J will ride to (ſe; 
it, and if it be bzokenand tozu, then willy 
cant 
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we it, but if it be as J left it, then ſhall 
tbe unto me right pzecious. When che Em. 
u Pero; heard this, be cryed with a loud voice 
nd ſaid : O pe my Knights & ſervants come 
with me ſpedily unto my daughters chams 
er ko ſurely that is the Net cf which hie 
) Wpake; and foxthwith his Knights and Sers 
pants went unto bis Daughters Chamber, 
ud found her not, fo the fozeſaiv Knight had 
aken her with him. And thus the Ring was 
deceived of the Damſel, And he went home 
again to his own Country aſhamed, 
| The Moral. 
Dear Friends this Emperoz is our. Lozy 
ſeſus Chꝛiſt, and his fair Daughter is ever⸗ 
lfting life, which the Emperoz had ozdained 
* Rings, Knights and other men; The 
Knight that loved this young Lady, is every 
god Chniſt an ſoul, which holdeth bimſelf not 
wozthy to come into the fight of God unto 
ſuch joy, as the Apoſtle ſaith , The ſufferings 
df this time are not worthy to attain to the glory 
hat is to come. This Knight was ſeven 
ars abſent from his love: like as a god 
Chriſtian all daies of his life ſhould labour 
Id travel in fulfilling the ſeven wozks of 
Percy. By the King that came Without a 
Cloak in the rain, is to be underſtod, ſome 
mighty men in this Wozld, which have 
vloaks to cover all their other cloathes, — 
| t 
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this Cloak is under ſtad Charity, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith ; -Charity covereth a multicude f 

fins: but ntanp men have not this Cloak; 
wherefoze they are wet with the Rain ofÞ 
I. Avarice and Letcherp. This King wh 
o was almoſt dzowned , becauſe he lacked 
his B2ioge,that is-perfect Faith: foz as we" 
\ that no men . paſſe over a great water, 
baoad and deep without a Bꝛidge, oz ſome 
other thing that is able ts bear him: Right|* 
ſo, without faith it is-impoſſible to pleaſe 
God ; fo2 Chziſt ſaith , If ye have faith as 
orain of Muſtard-ſeed, then you may N 
to the Hills remove out of your places, and 

they ſhall remove. But manp ok us non 
adaies have very fœble Faith, and there. 
foze-do ſuddenly fall into the Clay of deſpu $ 
pation, aud by deadly ſins oftentimes offemſſ.! 
God. Alſo this King had not bzought withſ., 
him his Father aud Mother: By the Fatherll. 5 
which is cauſe of Generation, is underftolf p 
Pumility, without which there is uo Uertuc 
in auy man, and thereto accozveth St. Gre 
gary » ſaying, Hee chat gathereth all otheſ 4. 
Vertues without. Humility is like 2 mi in 
10 


that caſtetb Duſt into the Winde, Hig 

Wotber betokenneth Pope: there key 

be that will obtain ebet lasting bleich 

life, muſt have. the Cloak ak Charity, N 

Viidge ot Faith, ano a Father of maß 
ne 
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1, elſe , and a Mother of Hope, as the Apo⸗ 
ele faith, 
ak 'Alſothis Knight went the narrow way, 
opt the King the bzoad wap: foz he that 
ing be ſaved muft go a Treight wap: that is, 
ofthe way of abſtinence { Alms d&ds , Chas 
we ity and R*pentance, Df the which way 
un zaketh the Apoſtle, The way is ſtraight 
Wc hat leadeth unto everlaſting Life. But many 
igt en go the other way which leaveth to Hell, 
lenk rt is bp the way of the fleſhly lu: and ſach 
a; en go gut of the wap of everlaſting Life, 

ſy herefo1e ſtudy we to walk the narrow way, 
. {at thereby we may obtain everlaſting life. 


now | The Argument, | 
bert: py the Hiſtory is figured as appeareth in the Moral, the 
eſpe}, Soul of every good Chriſtian, held of him as his 
fend. Daughter: bur being ſeduced, carried away and defiled 
with by Satan her foul. enemy; ſhe is reduced by the hel 
and valiant prowels of her heavenly Champion Chrifh 
athet — —— Habitation. Vet man being un- 
ton grarcful to his Redeemer, forgetteth his duty; and for 
ertud good rewarderh evil to his Champion Chriſt Jeſusgde- 
Gre Lyeriog him to be Judged by the Laws as an Offen- 
der: but when the Champion avouchetrh whar he hath 
done for man and his ſoul, then he is with ſhame of his 
FT ingratitude conſtraincd to remorſe, and call for grace 
to repent and amend his life, that by the death of his 
_ Campion Chriſt ; 2 may obtain eternal Life. 
dle The fifteench Hiſtory, | 
y, MN Ometime dwelt in Rome a noble Empe- 
metro named Agias, which had retained * 
bim 
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bim a Knight named Gerard, which was 
wo2tby Warriour, neverthelelle he was ag 
a Lamb in the Empersze Coart , but in fhe 
Field he was like a Lyon, This 'Eaiperg 
had a fair Daughter, whom the Trong and 
mightp Earl of Peleſter carried hy foxce aui 
and pefiley, which nioze diſpleaſed"the Em, 
pero2 than the carrying her away, Therefoj 
ber called unto him his Counſel, and ſaid; 
Dear Friends, the violence done to me in de⸗ 
flowzing of my Daiighter is not unknown to 
you, and therefoze I purpole to give battel 
to the Carl: wherefoze J pꝛap you to be re 
dy at a tad, that ye map pꝛocæ with me ix 
battel. Anz they ſaid: Sir, we be reavpty 
live and pe wich pou in battel. 

ben the appointed dap ok battel came, 
they met on both ſides, and a cruel ſharp cot! 
flit was ye cuted on both ſides, andalmot{( 
all on the Enperozs part was flain. And 
as the Emperor himſelf was forcibly alfluiled, Ft 
the Knigh! Gerard put himſelf among the e 
Euemies befsze the @mperoz, and foughth* 
wanfully;, and fo the Empero2- eſcaped, am th 
the Knight abode and ſlew the Carl, nevet⸗ th 
thele(s the Raight had diverſe wounds; Nit th 
withffativing this, he abode mill tillthe blanun 
ran damn to his fot, And when his ene mien 
ſaw that the Carl was ſlain, they fled, a 
the Knight with his people {followed * ſe 

cyair 
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I chaſe till they tame to the place where the 
Empero2zs Daughter was, and let her with 
hini. And thus with triumph and vicozyp her 
teturned again to the Emperoz. Foz the 
which victozy, and re- obtaining ok the Em⸗ 
pero2z# Daughter, he was greatly pzailſed of 
I all people. Not long after it befel, that this 
night had a Hute in the Emperozs Court, 
id; | wherefoze the Knight came unto the Empe⸗ 
10s, and pꝛayed him meekly to be favourable 
to his cauſe : and furthermoze deſired him to 
dd reaſon touching his honeft demand, 
Wben tbe Emperonr had heary him, he 
called to him a Judge, and ſain : Dir, Dur 
Mill is, that yon do all equity unto this 
Rnight, And when the Knight heard this, 
ume, be cried with a loud voice: Alas, alas, who 
cot tber heard of ſach an Emperoz » Thou wert 
[moth (faid he? in battel, where thy held ſhould 
Am dave ben ſmitten off, and J in mine own 
vile, ver on (and noue other man) put my felf in 
x the/topardy foz ther: and now thou hat aſſigned 
git lenother man to be judge in my Caule: alas 
„am that ever thou wert bozn; and with that wozd 
evet⸗Ithe Knight put off all his cloaths, and ſhewed 
Nit. tbe wounds that he had received in the batfel, 
blen unte all the men that were there pzelent; 
eme end laid: Lo, what J have ſuffered foz the, 
O Emperoꝛ; J did put no other man in mp 
n theltend, aud now thou alligneſt ayother man 
chaſth ©? E in 
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in mp cauſe. Sothly I ſay to the, that 1 
never ſerved ſuch a Logo befoze. 

hen the Empeto? heard this, being al, 
mot confounded in himſelf, he ſaid ;- O dent 
Frienb, all that thon Lapeſt is truth, thou 
ſavedf me from death, thou didſt re-obtaix 
authter again, aud foz my ſake thou 
bat luffered many wounds: verily it is right, 
that Jin my own per lov come down and 
make an end of oy ; le, ſo 3 be to thy 
content, py, tan 

And: 3 1; AMV very by 
ſilp in Vl peck and made thereof an end 
atcoꝛding to the Knights requeſt: whexefoje 
all Win $ieatly conngnded the Empexoz, 
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5 gte this N my be cal 
every ian ann elſe all mankin! 
Which bap a fair Daughter, that is to tar 
the aul, made to the x "tune of Gop 
Earl -betokeyeth the Devil, wh , Capri 
ethaway ,-defloureth by An the ſou 
4 eating the fruit of the fozbidden tre: 
ie all g my in thzalvamyti | 
d baliant ight came and 
118 4 luffer N ag 
No ver "of maukindfrom the Devil. Foz 
it bad nat ben, we had been all partake: 


1545 evetlagingip : and this Knig 
reduc 
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reduced aud re⸗ obtained the ſoul of man unto | 
the Church , wherefoze he ſuffered man 
great wounds in his body, And now this 
Rnight, that is, our Lozd Jeſus Chift hath 
a matter to do among us, that is, to finbe us 
perfec faith: wherefoze he calleth on us 
daily, that we ſhould her ready at all times, 
ſapiug thus, in Apocalyps the third: Lol 
Rand and knock at the door, if any man will 
open to me, I will come in and ſup with him. 
But many men do as the Emperoz did, the 
wich appointed the Knight another Judge 
than himſelf, foz nom adays there be ſome 
men that will do no repentance fog the love 
of him, which aſſigned no other man but him⸗ 
lelftofight fo2 us, And therefoze againſt uns 
thankful-yerſous , it hall be ſaid thus; Lo, 
be fufigred faz us on the Croſſe , diſpatled of 
all us eltthipg , and ſhewed to us all his 
wounds that he ſuffe ren. 

Be we therefoze thaukful unto God fog 
all his/@zaces , and be content that we may 
ſuffer fpz bis Love ſome fozrowful repens 
tance. Foz he that ſuffereth pain foz the love 
of God in this Life, alt receive a bundzed 
times moge Reward in the Life everlaſting, 
Unto the which our Lozy Jeſus Chaift bzing 


<4 all mankinde, Amen. 


E 2 Aae 
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The Soul of wan is here warned to eſchew the 8 

bajzs, and ſubtil craſts of the Devil, chat ſhe yield not 

to his allurement left he get the vantage of chis mortal 

coutſe from her, and dereave her of her eyes in the 
life to come. 


The ſixteenth Hi ftory. 
Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a'wiſe 
Emperoꝛ named Pompey , which had a 
vettuons daughter named Aglas. This Dams 
ſel had many endowments above all other 
women iu that Empire. 


Firſt.ſhe was fait and gracious in the fight - 


ok every man: allo ſhe was ſwift in running, 
To that nt man might overtake her by a right 
Nate. Mhen the Emperoꝛz underftod theſe 
two pzoperties in his Daughter, he was 


right jopful: Wherefoze he pꝛoclaimed 


thiougheut all his Empire, that what man, 
pwz oz rich would run with his * , 
ſhould have her to wife, with great riches, if 
he could over-run her, and come ſwner to the 
mark than ſhe: and if ſhe over⸗ run him; and 
came ſoner to the mark than he, his Head 
Houlyde-ſmitten off, 

When the States of that Empire „ as 
Dukes; Earls, Barons and Kuights, heard 
this tip. they offered themſelves one after an- 
other to run with her, but. ever this young 
Lady over. ran them all: wherefoge they loſt 
their heads, accopding to the Law, That 

a 
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Geſta Romanorum. 
That time there was a po man dwelling 
in Rome, which thought within himſelf,J am 
a po man, and come of pw} kindzed, there 1s 
a common cry made, that what man ſoever 
can out-run the Emperozs Daughter, by any 
e means, ſhal be pzomoted to great honour and 
A riches;now therefoze it j might over-run her 
bs by any manner of way, J ſhould not onelp be 
2 pzomoted- to great honour , but alſo all my 
kind zed. Then this pwz man pꝛovided himſelf 
. of the things, whereby he might win her; 
Firft, he made a Garland of red Roſes and 
white, Secondly, he made a rich Girdle of 
Silk cunningly wzought. Thirdly, he made 
a Purſe of Silk, embzopdered with pzecious 
ſtones, and within the Purſe was a Ball of 
thꝛee colours, and upon this Ball was wits 
ten this Polep, Whoſo playeth with mee, 
ſhall not be weary of my play. Then put 
he theſe -thze things in his boſome , and 
went fozth to the Palace Gate, crying and 
laping: Come fozth fair Lavy, foz J am 
ready to run with pou, and to fulfil the Law 
in all things. 

When the Emperoz heard this, he com⸗ 
manded his Daughter to run with him, 
This young Lady went to her Chamber 
window, and when ſhe ſaw him, ſhe de- 
(piſed him, and ſaid; J have overcome ma⸗ 
np wozthy Knights , and now maſt J run 
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with a Churl, nevertheleſſe J will folfil my 
Fathers commandment. | | 
Anon the Damſel arrayed her foz to run 
with him, And at the laſt they run together, 
and within ſhozt ſpace the Damoſel got far 
befoze him. When the Jugler ſaw this, he 
thzew fo2th his Garland of flowers befoze 
her, And when the Damſel veheld and ſaw it, 
the taped down and twk it up, and ſet if up- 
on her head, and that while the Jugler went 
befoze het, But when the young Damoſel 
ſab this; ſhe wept ſoze, and fog ſozrow ſhe 
thiew the Garland into a ditch,. and ran al. 
ter bim, and at the laſt ſe overtok him, and 
lift up her right hand, and gave him a buffet, 
faping : abive thou wzetch, it beſ&@meth 
not thy Fathers Bon to have mee to wife, n 
And then this Lad did over · run him, am n 
went befoze him a great ſpace, And when 
the Jugler ſaw this, he tok the Girdle out 
of his boſome, and thzew it befoze her. Am 
when ſhe ſaw that, ſhe ſtoped down and twk 
it up, and girded her there with, and the 
while the Tugler gat befoze ber again. Nov F 
when ſhe ſaw that, the was vered, and ton 
the Girdle, and with her teeth tare it in tine 
and then thzew it from her: then ſhe ran 
faſt after him: andat the laſt overtok him, 


and then the gave him a great blow, ſaping: 


O weteh, thinke& thon to overcome * 8 
n . 88 "Mp a | 
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ind with that her ran ' befoze him again, 
The Jugler was flie and ſabtlez' and kept 
the Purſe till they were ner the mark; and 
then he thzewit vefoze her, and anon ſhee 
dope d down and tan it up, and opened it, 
ind twk out the Ball, and read the Poſey ; 
who playeth with me ſhal never be weary of 
my play; And ſhe began to play, and rcontt- 
med ſo long in playing, till that the Fugler 
was befoze her at the mark. And thus hee 
won the Emperozs Daughter. 
e Moral. | 
Dear Friends this Emperoz is our Savi⸗ 
our Yeſits Chꝛiſt, and his fair Daughter is 
the Soul of Man, which was made clean by 
eefficacy of Baptiſm , and was alſo (wikt 
u tanning, that is in vertue, while ſhe was 
in her clearinelſe, ſo that no deadly lin might 
bercome her. This Jugler that is ſo ſabs 
le andcrafty, is the Devil, which ſkudieth 
yand night to deceive innocents. Oe p20s 
ed him of thier things. Firf, of the 


Parlaud, which betokeneth ide: foz why ? 


Garland of flowers is not ſet upon the arm, 
n upon the fot, but upon the head that it 


up be ſ@n;lo Pꝛide would be ſeen. Wheres 


ne St. Augultiac ſaith, when thou ſeeſt a 
roud man be not afraid to call him the ſon 


ne Devil; Do thou therefoze as the maids 


did, be angry af thy fins, and caff off the 
E 4 Garland 
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Garland of Pꝛide, info. the Ditchof Repen | 
tance, and la ſhalt thou give the Devil [1 
buffet, and overcome him. But when the 
Juggler; that is, our ghoftly enemp, the De, 
vilſ&th himſelf overcome in one ſin, then he 
returneth and tempteth a man in another in, 
and caſteth befoze man the girdle orf Letchern il 
And alas, there be many girded with this git, 
dle of Letchery ; againſt which girdle peak, 
eth St. Gregory, laying: Gird we our loing 
with the Girdle of Chaſtity, for whoſoever i 
girt with this Girdle, ſhall not loſe the hope 
of lie. Then caſteth the Jugler (that is tie 
Devil) the Purſe with the Ball. The Purlt 
that is open above, and cloſe under, betakem 
the heart, which evermoze ſhould be cloſe i 
the bottom againft earthly things and oper 
above to Heavenly joy; and the two ftri 
that open and ſhut the Purſe , betoken th 
love of God, and of our neighbours ; t 
Ball which is round and moveable, to ever 
part ok his difference, betokeneth coveton 
nefſe, which moveth ever both in young 
old, and therefoze the Poſey was true tl 
was wzitten. on the Ball, Whoſo play 
wich me, that is with Covetouſneſſe, 6 
never be (atisfied. Therefoze ſaith Senec 
When all fins wax old, then coverouſnd- 
waxeth young. Therefoze let us take ht 
that we play not with this Ball of Cot 
oY I _  fonſneſl 
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ene | touſneCe,and then without doubt we ſhall ob. 

ils tain thzough the merit of Chzift, the vlille of 

this | Heaven that neuer ſhall end. Unto the which 

Dee hing us that ſhed his pꝛecious blod fo2 us. 

- : The Argument, 

g The Pr eaching of Gods Word and every good Prayer; is 

; aſweet ſounding melody in the ears of God, and hath 

a promiſed reward of God, yet there is now and then 
ſtirred up in us, ſome let thereof by our whiſtling Ad- 
verſary the Devil, and we are hindred for a time, until 
by the Providence of God, godly Preachers be ſent 
forth, which with the hook of Gods Word do win a- 
galn our loſt feliciry, and ſo recover the fall of ſuch 
Souls, as were ſeduced and led away, into joyful and 


perpetual fellowſhip of the blefled Angels of Heaven. 


The ſeventeenth Hiſtory. 

Ometime dwelt in Rome a Noble Em- 

I pero t à wiſe,named Theodoſius, which 
loved greatly the Muſick of the Har p, e like. 
wiſe the paſtime of Hunting. Jt befel upon 
aday as this @mpero2zHunted in the Fo2reft, 
he heard a (wet noiſe of a Darp, ſo that 
through the ſweetneſſe thereof, he was almoſt 
raviched of his wits, wherefoze he ſought as 
baut the Fozreſt to finde that Melody, and at 
the laſt he eſpyed at the end of the Foreſt a 
proz man ſifting beſide the water playing on 
a arp full ſmæ tlv. Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ: 
Soo friend, pꝛocedeth this Melody from thy 
Harp op no: The pos man anſwered and ſaid: 
Mp reverend Lozd, J (hall tell pou the truth, 


U ere 


The Hiſtory of 


Here beſize this water, my Wife,my Childe, 


and J have dwe lt this thirty years, and Goy 
hath given me ſuch a gift, that when I play 
on mp Harp, I make ſuch melody, that the 
ſiſhes of this water come out to mp hand, ſo 
that therewith my Mike, my Childe, and Y 


have been luſtained in great plenty. But 


alas, ſometime on the other five of this was 
ter there cometh a whiſtler and he whiſtleth 
ſo ſwetly,that many times the fiſhes fozſake 
me and go to him: therefoze mp reverend 
Lozd J crave pour help againſt this whiſt ler. 
Then ſaid the @mperoz.J ſhal give the god 
help, J have here in my purſe a golden Þak, 
which J will give the , take it, and binde it 
faſt to the end ol a Rod, aud put a Wozm up⸗ 
on the Mok, then caſt thy rod ints the water, 
and play upon the Parp, and when thou per⸗ 
ceibeſt the ſiſh to bite on the Bait,dzaw them 
up tothe Land with that Þok, aus then this 
whiſtling ſhall not avail. When the pw} 
man heard this he refopced greatly, and did 
as he bad taught him. And when this pwz 
man began ts plap upon his Harp, the fiſhes 
came tothe bait , and then he tok them up 
with his hon, and lived there by in better e- 
ſtate long time, andat laſt ended his like in 


peace and reſt. 
; The Moral, 


Dear Friend, this Emporo) betokeneth 
dur 


co as 
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Lend Jeſus Chzit, which greatly delight. 
th to hunt the ſoul of mankind in the Fo2reft 
hat is the holy Church. He loveth alſo the 
telodp of the Harp, that is, he loveth much 

mm that teach the holp Mod of God, 

its px man that ſate bp the waters ſive , 
betokeneth the Pꝛelates of the Church, and 
the Pzeachers of the Wozd of Gov, which 

thr alway to be reſiveut in their Charge, 

and not in the woz ld, that ig, they ſhould not 
(et their delight on wozloly things, The 
Pzeachers ought to have the Harp of Holy 
Scripture, where with they may pꝛaiſe and 
honoz God, andalſo therewith draw out of 
this wozld fluners. Therefoze ſaith the Pſal - 
miſt thus, Praiſe the Lord upon the Harp, 
ling to the Lord with a Plalm cf thank giv- 
ng:Pſal, 98.6. But now adaps the Preacher 
may lay, Alas, fo; when J pzeach and feach 
the Holp Scripture , tbe Devil cometh and 
whifleth ſe Co@tly, that the ſinners dꝛaw to 
him, and will not hear the woꝛd of Oed: but 
they turn themſelves onlp to the delight of 
of ſin. The Devil deceiveth mankind by di⸗ 
vers wates, 

Firſtin the time of P2eacying he makethy 
ſome to fl&p, and thern that he cannot make 
to flephe cauſeth them to talk and clatter : 
and them that he cannot make to clatter, hc 
maketh them ſo dull that they cannot 1 the 

| | | and 
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ſtand what the P2eacher ſaith ; and the 
that he canuot beguile by theſe means, 


putteth into them buſineſſe, and cauſeth then 
to go aut at the Church. Behold how mam 
waies the Devil hath to dereive mankinde 
and to hinder the Mezd of God, Therefozlh 
every Pzelate, and every Pzeacher ought t 
have the golden Yok of Gods Uo2d again 
this whiſtling , by which they may dzaw ſin1 
ners out of this Mozld up to Heaven. Unto 
the which bzing us our Lozd Jeſus Chaiſtiſh 
Amen- 


The Argument. 

Mans Soul che Daughter of our Saviour, is right dear un- 
to him, and though he be caretul for the confirming i 
her in the ſtare of ſincere life, yer ſhe is ſeduced by the 
ſuggeſtion of the Fleſh, which being a grievous crank Þ 
greſſor, is yet by carneſt repenrance, and amendment 
of life, brought by the Soul unto dutiful obedience uu. 
wards God and man, that thenceforwards eonrinui 
they together, may be partakers of everlaſting bleſſed 


neſs. 
The cighreenth Hiſtory, 


12 dwelt ſomtime in Rome a mighty | 
Emperoz Named Pcolomeus, which had 


but ane Childe, a Daughter, whom he loved 
ſo much, that day and night ſhe was guarded 
with armed Knights: and over theſe Rni 

be ozdafued a Controuler, to inſtruc them 
bow they chould do, Me ozbained alſoa 
Steward fo2 to guide his honſhold, And when 
all this was done, on a night as he lap — = 


1 Romanotum. 
he reſolved þ he would go viſit the Poly 
nd, And when all things were ready fox 
„ bets journey acco2ding to his deſire, he called 
themTito him his Steward, and ſaid : My trufty 


tanySrvant » J purpoſe now to go \ſ the Poly 
inde and, and'therefoze J commit my Daughter 
efoupthykeping; and charge the, that ſhe lack 
(bt tething; but that ſhe have all manner of joy 
[aint appertaineth to ſuch a Uirgin, Wozeover 
v ſinYieave to thy keping five Knights, that be 

Guard, and J charge the that they lack 

thing that is fitting fox them, Allo 1 

abe with thee mpG2 eP»hoind, commanding 

at thou nouriſh and f&d him as hitherto 
hath baren: and if thou fulfil all this that 

— — thou ſhalt at my coming again 

eat reward, Then ſaid the Dte- 

— od, in all that I map J wil fulfil 

t command. Anon the Emperoz tak his 

"$Furnep toward the City of jeruſalem, and the 

eward a long time kept wel the Emperozs 
and, and the charge given him. 

But at the laft it befell upon a dap, that 
| Steward had eſpyed this poung Lady 
ing alone in the Oꝛcharv, with whoſe 
w he way ſuddenly ſitryziſed ; wherefoze 

ightwap, againft her will he deflourep 

zand when he had committed in with her, 
gave her ill language, and hated her moze 
lever he loved her bekoze, and dzave — 


— — — —— 
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out ok the Palace; wherefoze the Demel 
this means being dziven to neceſſity q 
great poverty , went from do to das, 
begged her head. But when the Kni 
that were her kepers ſaw this, they rep 
ſhamefully the Steward of this inhumng 
ded, Then the Steward waxed wnath, 
foz great hate that he had in his heart, 
ſpoiled the Knights of their gods, aud dj, 
them from the Palace. And when they wy) 
thus robbed and exiled, ſome foz lack of ii 
ing became thie ves, and ſame men killer 
that thzough this tuconveniency . 
w20ught great harme, | 
Not long after there came tydings that 
Emperb2 was arrived in that Land, con 
hame ward: And when the Steward baſh 
this. be was greatly trouble aud navel 
himſelk, aud laid: It cannot be but 1 
he accuſed foz my treſpaſſe that JÞ have; 
mitted againſt theSuzper0zs commune 
and he hath ever ben up god merciful 
thoreloze better it were, that A go and; 
bim with all lewlineſſe aud humulity; auſh 
cule mp (elf unto him, and ask hun Mahn 
than that aup other Could pzeveut me, u 
1ccuſe me to my Lon fog treaſan. Thenſſhe; 
Steward traight put off vis cloaths,ſave,, 
holen and his ſbirxt, aud tal tha Nopes ie 
him in his right hand, and bareefot, wen 
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met the Emperoz, Now when the Empersz 

a hay eſpped him coming afar of in ſuch mays 

ner he wondzed greatly, And when the 
Steward was come ſo ner that he might 
peak to the Emperoz, he fell down on his 
mas and ſaluted him reverently : Then ſaid 

the Emperoz what is befallen the, that thou 

mie te ſt me after ſuch a ſozt / fo iu that thou 

art my Steward, thou ſheuldell have met 

me with a great company of noble Knights , 

Ob my Lozd, quoth he, there is a heavy 

auce befallen me, foz which it betzoves me 

o mckt pour Dighnefle thus. Chen ſaid the 
Emperoz What chauce is befallen the My 
Leverend Lozd, quoth he, it beboves pou fir 

ask me, why J bzing with me theſe thz& 
Mopes, Then ſaid the Emperoz, why beareff 

hou theſe tba Ropes in thy band? Then 
nſwered the Steward, and ſaid ; This firff 

ave (MWope J bzing with met to binde my hands 
1 nd feet (@ hard, fill the blod burff out on 
ful Uither ſide , fo2 that J bave well deſerved : 
ſecoud Rope J bzing with me, to ddaw 

ie at the Þozſe tail upon the pavement, till 

y bones be bare without fleſh, foz that it is 

ut due ta me kon the great treaſon J have 
againſt peu. Tbe third Rope J have 

ought is to havg me with, upon an high 
dallows, ſo long ill that the Birds light ou 

Mr head, andon my body, fep themſclves 
on 
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on my fleſh,foz theſe things are due fo ſuch 
Treſpaſſers x bzeakers of the Law as I am, 
Het Oh mp Reverend Lozd have mercpoy 
me,fo2 J dare not acknowledge mp treſpaſs, 
until J have obtained pour pardon, Then 
ſaid the Empero}, I ſ& in the great contri, 
tion, theretoꝛe tellme thy treſpaſſe,and ſurely 
thou ſhalt finde Mercp and Gzace. Alas, alas, 
then ſaid the Steward, J have defiled thine 
only Daughter, and have dziven her ontof 
the Palace, ſo that now in great neceſſity 
the beggeth from dez to dw2 , I have allo 
diſpoiled thy Knights of all their gods, aud 
now ſome of them in regard they lack living, 
become thieves and robbers, and ſome, men, 
killers, and the Controuler of the Knights 
J have flain, but J fed thy Gzey-hound with 
the beft meat as long as J might, and ty0l 
him with a chain, pet at the laſt he bzake his 
chain, and went his way, ſothat now he run, 
neth about the Countrey. 

- When the Emperoz heard this, He way 
ſoze aſtoniſhed, and ſaid: Haſt thou deflau- 
red my Daughter, whom J loved ſo well and 
alſo diſpoiled my Knights, and flain theit 
Controuler; and the Gzeyohound , which JÞ® 
loved ſo well, of whom J gave ther charg 
is he gone alſo + Surely, were it not that JÞ 
Had fo2cxiven th& , and that thou haſt hun 
bled thy ſelf ſo much, J would have porch 

b 
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the vileft death that could be thought: not. 
- withftanding depart hence kozthwith, and 
bing again my Daughter, that thou maiſt 
marrp her, and if any harm hereafter'befal to 
her, thiough thy default, then will F double 
thy puniſhment, Allo bzing again my Knights 
and reſtoze to them their gods, and ſet them 
in their ſtate and offices as they were befoze, 
Alſo ſcek diligently foz my Gzaphound), till 
thou find him and make him faſt, fo that here. 
after in the theremapbe no fault found. Mow 
when theSteward heard this,he bowed down 
with moſt humble ſubmiſſion, and thanked 
the Emperoz koz his great mercy, and then 
he went fozth, and ſonght diliccentlythzongh 
all the Empire, until he found the Emperozs 
ith Daughter, and the Knights, and the Gꝛay⸗ 
hound, and bzought them home again, And 
after he had marrycd the poung Lady, and 
reſtozedagain the Knights gods, he ended 
his life in peace. 
je wu The Moral. 
defla Dear friends, this Emperoz betokeneth our 
U. am Lon Jeſus Chziſt. His Daughter betokeneth 
4 theitthe Soul of man, made after the ſimilitude of 
hich JÞÞvr Lozy God. The five Kts.are the five wits 
hargeatmed with the vertue of Baptiſm, koz the 
that e ſet vation of the ſoul. The Controuler of 
t hunvFbe Knights is Reaſon, which ought to rule 
ther to): Wits, The graphound is the fleſh of man; 
the F and 
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and the Steward is every man to whom Gay 
bath given a life and ſoul to k&p, under pain 
of loſing everlaſting life, But wzetched aud 
wicked man, not remembering what is to 
come, full often cozrupteth and polluteth his 
Soul with lin, and repelleth her from her 
Palace of Heaven, ⁊ then wandzeth ſhe from 
don to dz, that is, from fin to ſin, Me 
diſpoileth theſe five Knights ok their gods, 
that is, the five Wits , oz rather gracious 
Uextues, taking away the natural light from 
their-epss, giving them bad Counſel , alſo 
moving their ears to liſten unto flander any 
backbiting,and (o fozth of all the other Wits; 
thus ſome be made theves , and ſome man, 
killers, The Maſter of theſe five Wits is 
flain, whenſoever man is ruled by Mill, am 
not by Reaſon. The Gzaphound, that is the 
Fleſh, wherein a may delighteth, was fa | 
and bound with a Chain of Reaſon, but bea 
ing out, full oft Both much harm, 
. The coming again of this Emyeroz kron , 
the Holy Land, betokens the coming of on 
LowJeſusChzift at the day of Dom to judg! 5 
all mankind. Wherefoze let us as 5 Stewanf 
did, accuſe our ſelves of our (ins firſt, Left tag v 
Devil and the Wozld accuſe us; then it is to c, 
late to ask Mercy: therefoze put we off ou 
cloathes betime, that is, our ſinkul lile, 8 
take we the Ropes in our hands. Toes f 
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Rope that would binde our hands and fert, be. 
tokeneth the Rope of true Nepentance, which 
not one ly ought to binde our hands and fet , 
but alſo our heart within us, aud our outward 
Ws } converſations , in ſuch auſterity of lite, that 
yer ts, that fin might void it ſelf. Pereto accozd⸗ 
eth Ezekiel ſaying thus: Whenſoeyer the 
ba fntul man doth repent himſelf, he ſhall be 
da, forgiven. The ſecond Rope foz to dzaw the 
ous F Creſpaſſer, is acknowledging of our Sins , 
which would yzaw us from the beginning of 
our lite, unto dur lives end, by a perfect recon⸗ 
and ciliation of our ſelves to God and man unto 
the time that the fleſh was fallen to the 
man: bones, that is, till the luft of the fleſh be turns 
its u edaway by the ſtones of repentance, Foz even 
as the ſtone by nature is hard, right ſs the 
s tht way of repentance ought to be hard-The third 
s fe) Rope that ſhould hang the fellon, is the rope 
29 amendment of life: fo2 it is mitten in 
holy Scripture, There is more joy in Hea- 
yen over one ſinner that turneth unto the 
Lord in time, than over ninety and nine juſt 
perſons. | 
{| - Like as the Steward b2ought again the 
Emperozs Daughter , ſs it vehoveth us to 
tek about by a fruitful faith, until we finde 
again our loſt ſoul, and to bzing her again 
te the Church, to rule well our five Mits, ta 
led our Gzaxohound we ſhould» and make 
F > our 
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our life ſo clean and pure, that We fall not 

again to ſin, fox fear that it foztune to us 

wozſe', and that we have no leiſure to ach 
mercy again at our n&ds; and if we fulfil 
all this truely unts our lives end, without 
doubt we ſhall obtain everlaſting life, To the 
which our Lozd bzing us all, Amen. 

The Argument. 

The violating of our innocency in not imitating the Law 
of God, here dcſcribed, which being adjudged after 
the Law, is death, but by the merirs of Chriſt our Sa+ 
vioury we obtain Salvation. 


| The ninereenth Hiſtory. 

12 Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Em. 

-Þzr02 and a wiſe, named Enſenne, who og. 
daineda Law, that whoſoever raviſbed 3 
Uirgin, Gould be at her diſcretion, whether 
the would put him to Death, oz would take 
him to her Yusband, | 

It befell after that a man raviſhed ons 
night two fair Maidens: the firſt Damſel 
Which he raviſhed, deſtred that he Chould dye, 
but the ſecond deſired him to ber Dusband, 
The Raviſher was taken and led bekore the (gi 
Judge, that he might ſatisſie both theſe Dam 
ſels arcoping to the equity of the cauſe, The 
fir t Damlel deſired his death accozding to the 
Lan: then ſaid the ſecond, Ideſire to have him 
to my Yusband:and like as thou baft the Law 
fo2 the, ſs in like caſe I have fo2 me, and al- 
lo my petition is much better than 1 Ir 
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foz it is moze charitable ; therefoze methinks 
in my reaſon, that the Judge ſhould give (ens 
tence to the favour and furtherance of my de» 
lil } gre. When the Judge heard the merey of the 
ut. } ſecond Damlel, he gave judgement that her 
be Hould take her to wife, and ſoit was done; 
The Moral. 
he Dear friends this Emperoz betokeneth 
dur Lozd Jeſus Chzift, the Raviſher beto⸗ 
52 · |} keneth every ſinner, which raviſheth the Holy 
Commandments of God by fin,fo2 the Devil 
can never overcome man, except he be ſufs 
; fered by 2 will: Foz St, Auguſtine ſaith, 
oÞ» lt is not ſin except it be voluntary. The ra: 
d'3 I vier alſo is called befoze the Juſtice, when 
yer | the Soul is departed from the Bodp: and 
mon, the firſt Damſel (Innoceucy) laid as 
gainſt the inner, that he ought to dye ever⸗ 
laffingly by the law of righteouſneſs: But the 
mel Yother Paid (that is, Chriſts merits) alledged 
dpe , Ffo2 him, how the mercy of God ought to help 
and. iy hearty Repentance, and acknowledging of 
t tht Fins, which is the high way to everlaſting life, 
_ Unto the which God bzing us all, Amen. 


to the The Argument. 
e dim he Mother and the Childe of Grace, and of the Repro- 
Law bare is here declared, and ſer forth + but which of chem 
| 5 ſhall be ſaved, and which of them (hall be damned , 
ny at n nor yer revealed to the World, until the laſt and 
ours; dreadful day of Judgement. 

fol - The 
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The twentieth Hiſtory. 
Dmetimes there dwelt in Rome As migh 
ty Empero}, and a rich, named Lypody 
which twk to wife a fair Uirgin aud a gentle, 
the Daughter of ths King of Aſſyria. This 
young Lady conceived and bare him a Soy 
and in the birth ſhe died: not long after her 
deceaſe the Emperoz married another Mite, 
and had by her a Son:and immediately after 
the ſecond Childe was bozn, he ſent them 
both into a ſtrange Land, there to bs 
bzought up. Now when the Childzen had 
hen there long, the Empeſſe ſaid ; My rv || 
verend Lozd, ten years be now fully expire - 
fince J bare my Pon, and pet I never an 
him but once, and that was the firſt day of his | 
birth, therefoze I beſ@ch. pou my Lozd, tÞ | 
ſend fo2 him, to the end, that J way ond 
refopce me in his fight. Then ſaid the Emye þ 
ro2,J have another child by my firff wife, a 
if I ſend fo2 thy Son, then muſt J (endfq) 
them both:not withſtanding, at the Empzeflt : 
requeſt he ſent fo2 them both. And when thi þ 
were come, they were of paſſing feature, in y 
well trained up,. & ſo paſſing like in all thingy yy 
that hardly the one might be known from t tj 
other, but the Father knew the difference, 
Then ſaid the Mother of the ſecond child 
Mp Loꝛd, I pꝛap pon tell me which of theſelt 
my Don, Then the Emperor called * 


af 
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that Son that he begat on his firſt Mike. 
When the Empꝛelle heard this, ſhe gave all 
care to nouriſh him, aud neglected the other 
Childe. Now when the Empero2 law this, 
he ſaid? Truely J deceived the; Without 
doubt this is not thp Won, but one of them 
two is thy Son. Then laid the Mother, 
Py Lozd, J moſt earneftly entreat you, that 
pou would tell me without diſlembling / which 
of them is mp Son. The Emperoz anſwers 
ed and ſaid, certainly, J will nok tell you , 
until they be both come fo mans effate, and 
this is mp reaſon : Firſt, J told you that this 
was pour Don, and you cheriſhed him, and 
foz\wk that other: and when J told pou 
that this was pour Son , then pou ſlightly 
regarded the firſt, and cheriſhed the ſecond, 
Therfoze my defire is, that thou cheriſh them 
both alike, that J map have like joy of them. 
When th? Empzeſs heard this, ſhe cheriſhed 
them both alike. And when they were both 
at age, the Emperoz made a great Feaft,and 
befoze all his Nobles he told his wife openly 
which was her Son. Then rejoyced the Ems 
Ig nels greatly, and when ſhe had lived a god 
ume, che ended her life in peace aud reſt. 
The Moral, 


Dear Friends, this Emperozs Sons be⸗ 

tokeneth thoſe that be choſen to everlaſting 
life, and thoſe = be not choſen, The 
| 4 Petper 
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Mother ak them is the Pzovidence of God, þ 
nouricheth them both: therekoze our Lozd wil 
not that his Þ ovivence ſhonld let the woz lo 
know which be cholen, and which be not 
choſen: Foz it the knew that, then would 
Ge love the one and hate the other, and ſa 
Charity among us would be overthzown,and 
wer thoulp live in viſcozd and ſtrife 2 but 
ET: uthat the dap of Judgement ſhall tell to 
us, which of them ſhali ve ſaved, and which 
of them (hall bes mned. Therefoze pap 
we in this wozlo, that we may come to the 
everlaſting Feaſt in Heaven. Uato the which 
God bzing us all, 


The Argument. 

The ungodly of this world will not rake any pains to live 
vertuouſly , and yer oftentimes they are enriched for 
che moſt part with the riches of Fortune, but they are 
not careful of the reward laid up for the righteous in 
Heaven, neither do they fear the torment: of Hell ap- 
pointed for the Reprobates. 


IT The 21. Hiſtory. 
'Ometime there dwelt in Rome a Noble 
» IEmperoz,named Polinus, which had thz& 
Sons wham he loved much. It befell upon 
a day when this Emptroꝛ lay upon his bed. he 
bet hought him to which of his Sons he might 
give his Empire after his deceaſe, Then 
called he to him his thz@ Sons, and ſaid; 
which of pou is molt floathful, he hall boye 
þ | mine; 
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5 mine Empire after my deceaſe, The firf> 
11 Son anſwered and ſaid: the Empire by 
» | reaſon ſhould be mine, foz Jam lo ſloathful, 
t | that if my fot were in the fire, J had rather 
d 7 it honld be burnt, than J would take it out. 
ſa |} Then laid the ſecond: J am (quoth be) moze 
w | fit foz the Empire than thou,foz though there 
at | were a Cozd about my neck wherewith A 
to | Gould be hanged, and if J had a harp Sword 
ch n mp hand, foz very floth J Would not once 
put foxth my hand, to cut the cozy to ſave mp 
life. And when thele two Biethzen had 
thus ſaid, then the third ſpake foz himſelf , 
thus:F ought to be Emperoꝛ befoze pou both; 
foz J excted pou in floth, and J will pꝛove it 
thus: I lie xpright in mp bed, and there d2zop- 
i for | £th water upon mine epes, and foz very ſloth 
are | T will not move my head: neither to the 
us in | right ſide of the bed, noz to the left, to ſave 
mp ſelf. Then the Emperoz heard this , 

he bequeathed bis Empire unto the poungeſt, 
as to the lothfulleft of the Byzethzen, 
oble The Moral. 
haet Dear friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
por | the Devil, which is the Lezd and Father 
d. he over the ungodly in this wozld, By the fir 
tight | Son is underſtod, a man that chanceth into 
Then evil companp, by which he kalleth info mil. 
laid: demeanour , and had rather be burnt in the 
bave] fire of fin than depart from them. The 


ſecond 
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ſecond Son betokeneth him that knows him. 
ſelf to be faft bound with the bond of fin, 
wherewith he is to be hanged on theGallows 
of Heil, and is (6 flothful, that he will not 
cut it away with the Dwozd of Repentance, 
By the third Son is underſtod a man that 
hears of the joyes of Heaven, and the pains of 
Hell, pet will not move himſelf to the right 
no} to the left ſide to foplake his ſins, foz fear 
of eternal pain : ſuch a man Without doubt , 
for his floth ſhal receive theRingdom ofÞHell, 
From which keep us our Lozd Jeſus. Amen, 
The Argument, 

Mans Soul as a Captain General, with his Forces of Ar- 
med Verxtues, fight againſt a ſtrong City, che World, 
wherein is the Caſtle of Vanity, and in that are poy- 
ſoned Forces of fin, as mortal enemies of mankinde, 


againſt whom well to fight, is the means to obtain the 
Victory, and triumph everlaſtingly. 


The two and twentĩeth Hiſtory, 
A Lexander the mighty Emperoar ſome» 

time ruled , who beſieged a Citp of the 
King of Egypt with a great Yoaft, neverthe- 
leſs, this Emperoz loft many wozthy knights 
without anp burt oz ftroke. And thus from 
day to day his people dyed ſuddenly, whereat 
this ander wondered greatly, and was 
ſozrowful therefo2e in his minde, be calledun- 
to him his wileſt Philoſophers that might be 


found, and demanded of them why his People 
| | » dyed 


a— . _ } } — 5 Py rt 1 * „* 8 


= ed ot aid 


Gefta Romanerum, 
dyed thus ſuddenly without any monnds: The 
Philoſophers anſwered and ſaid: Py Lozd> 
it is no wonder,fo2 upon the walls of that. Cas» 
ſtle within the City is a Cockatrice, thzough 
whoſe ſight pour men dye,foz they are infec» 
ed with a venome that cometh from her eyes, 
and thereupon they dye. 

Then this Alexander asked if there were 
any remedp againſt the Cockatrice, The 
Philoſophers anſwered; and ſaid : Oy Lozd, 
there is god remedy, fo? if it pleaſe pou to 
ſet up a large Mirrour of clear glaſſe over 
againſt the Cockatrice, between pour Doaſt & 
theWall of the City, wben the Cockatrice be- 
holdeth her ſelf in the Mirr our, the deadly na» 
ture of the venomous ſight ſhall return again 
ts her ſelf, and thus ſhe Call dye, aud your 
men {hall thereby be ſaved. Then the Empe⸗ 
roʒ did as the Philoſophers counſelled hin, 
and ſet up fozthwith a large Mirrour of ex- 
cellent clear Glaſſe, and thus was the Cock» 
atrice flain, and the Emperoꝛz with his Ooaſt 
made an aſſault on the City, and obtained 


the victo2 p, 
The Moral. 

Dear Friends, this Emperoz map be cal» 
led every Chꝛiſttian man, Which ought to ga. 
ther an Poaſt of Uertue, fo2 without Uertuc 
no man can fight Spiritually. The City 
againft which pe ſhall fight, is the Woz1d, 
| wherein 
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wherein there is an high Caſtle, that is, Cas 
nity ot Uanities, and all is but vanity, Jn 
this Uanity ſtandeth the Cockatrice , that 
is, pzide of like; defire of the eyes, the lui 
of the fleſh, wherefoze this pꝛide infecteth (6 
many , that they dye in fin everſaſtingly ; 
whercfoze the beſt remedy againft this pꝛide, 
ts the conſideration of our uncleanneſſe, how 
we came naked into the wozld. And if it be 
asked whp a man is pzond, it map be anſwer- 
ed thus: fo2 default of cloathing himſelf with 
vertues : what ſhall we do when we dye thug 
ghoſtly but let upa pure mirrour of conſcience 
that by that cayiſcience, we may conſider our 
ſlidings, and our bzittleneſs , as in a glaſſe, 
where we may le our default? And if we do 
thus, Without doubt the Cockatrice , that is 
p2ide of life,deſire of the eyes, and luſt of the 
fleh, ſhall be utterly deſtroped, and we ſhall 
obtain the victozy of this wozldly City, aud 
byChiifts merits win everlaſting life, Unto 
the which he bzing us all, Amen, 


The Argument, 

The Soul of man being converſant in the body with the 
Fleſh, ſhe ſeeketh by ſiniſter means to overthrow the 
Soul with her unclean luſts after the World, where 
though the Soul for a tims ſuffereth ſhipwrack of 
worldly felic ity, yet the Lyon of the Tribe of Juda 
is of power, not onely to comfort her in neceſſity, and 
ro make her to repoſſeſs her former eſtate in the world 


£0 come. 
The 


Seſta Romano 
* The 23. Hiſtory. 
In A Mighty Emperoz ſometime ruled the 

Romans, named Archelaus, who in his 
un | old age eſpouſed a fair Lady, whom a young 
{@ Knight loved, and had to do with her as oft 
, | as himlift. It befel on a night, that this 
Empers} bethougbt him in his Bed, to viſit 
the City of Jerulalem, where without aup 
moze delay hi o2dained all things neceſſaty 
kez his journey, and taking his leave of the 
Empzeſle, and of the States of the Empire, 
went towards the (aid City. 

When the Empzeſſe heard this, ſhe tok 
the Pafter of the Ship afide , and ſaid: Tf 
thou wilt conſent to me, and be true, ask 
no | of m& what thou wilt, and thou ſhalt bæ 
tis | ſure to have it. The Maſter of the Ship was 
the | corupt with Covetouſaeſſe, and ſaid; O 
all | my dear Lady, whatſoever thou command 
and | me, J will without fail fulfill it, ſo that tbou 
ato | wilt reward me fox my labour. Then ſaid 

the Empꝛeſſe, befoze thou doſt ought fox 


me, I will give the what ever thou deſireſt, 


ſo that thou wilt ſwear to be true to me, and 
kep mp counſel, Then the Maſter of the 
Ship \ware to be true to her. 

Then ſaid the Empzeſſe : By Lozdgoeth 
with pou in your ſhip, therefoze when he is in 
* the mioſt of the Sea, caſt him over. board, that 
or he map be dꝛowued, and thou ſhalt have _ 
thou 


wt * 
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thou wilt fo2 thy reward, Then the Maſter 
of the Ship woe a great Dath, and ſais; 
By the great God Jupiter, after he cometh 
once within mp Ship, pou ſhall never (& 
him mote. Then the Lady gave him as much 
— . would have, and he went to his 

hip. | 

And within chozt time after the Empers2 
tok ſhipping, and when it was in the midff of 
the Sea, the Maſter of the Ship tak the 
Emperoꝛ and thzew him over-board into the 
Sea. When the Waſfer returned again, he 
told the Empzeſs how he caft the Emperoz 
into the Sea, whereof ſhe was right glad. 

This Emperoz that was caft into the Sen, 
had learned in his youth to ſwim , and (mam 
to an Iſland in the Sea, x when he was faint, 
and like to be dzowned, he maped to God ta 
be his help. At length h@ came into a 
little yfland, wherein was nothing but Lyons 
and Leopards, andſuch other beafts as {wan 
thither from other Lands. Uthen the Ems 
pero» had got to Lanvin that Jfleheeſppeda 
young'Lyon fighting with an old Leopard, 
and the Lyon was te weak, and was al mol 
overcome. Now the Emperoz bad great com 
paſſion on the Lion, and vzew out his S wozd, 
and kozthwith flew the Leopard. The Lyon 
from tbat time foxth followed the Smperoz; 
and would not leave him koz anything; but 
every] * 
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everyday b ey that 5 Lyon teak, he bought 
and laid at the Gmperozs fœt, and the Em. 
peroz ſmote fire with a flint ſtone, and bzoiled 
the body of the Beaſts in the skin: and thus 
was he fed by a long ſeaſon, At length, as 
he walked by the Sea-ſhoze, her (aw a godly 
Dhip come ſailing by, with a high voice he 
cryed, And when the Ship-men heard the 
voice, they woudzed what it might be,where- 
foze they ſailed toward him: and when they 
were come near him, he ſaid : God friends 
take me with pou and J ſhall pay pou a god 
| fraught. Do they tok him into their Ship, 
and the Lyon followed him, ſwiming in the 
Sea after the Ship:and when tye Lyon was 
rer dzowned, the Ship-men had pity on 
him, and tak him into the Ship. Now 
when the Emperoz came to land, he paper 
his fraught , and went fozth with the Lyon 
till he came near his own Palace where her 
heard Trumpets, and all other Puſick , and 
as he marveiled what it might be, tbere came 
| from the Palace a Squire toward him, that - 
he knew, but the Squire knew not him: To 
whom the Emperoꝛ ſaid thus: God friend, 
J pzap thee tell me what is the cauſe of this 
Meiedy The Squire anſwered and ſaid, 
the Empꝛeſs is married this day, and all the 
Stotes of the Empire are at the Feaſt, and 
therefoze they make luch Melody. oon 
The 1 a 
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ſaid the Emperoz ts the Squire: where is 
her Husband, that was the Emperoz befoze? 
The Squire ſaid, that he went to the Holy 
Land, and was vzowned by the way. Then 
the Emperoz ſaid : Sir, J p2ay pou tell the 
Empels and the Lozd that (hall be her Puſ- 
band that (A to pleaſe them) will (ew their 
Pajcties rare ſpozt with my Lyon, The 
Squire granted to do his errand , and went 
in and told his Lozd and Lady, that a gwvly 
old man was at the Sate, that would ſew 
them ſpo2t with his Lyon, Then ſaid the 
new marryed Ladp, bzing him in, he per. 
chance map deſerve meat foꝛ his play. When 
$ Emperoz with his youngLyon was bzought 
in, the Lyon Without any ſetting on, ran 
upon the young Knight that was new]p mar» 
xyed, and ſlew him, and when he had fo 
done, he ran upon the @mp1eſſe alſo, and de⸗ 
voured her to the bones, befo1e all the Lozdg 
of the Empire, And when the Nobles (aw 
this, they were greatly agaſt, and began to 
fle. But the Emperdz with his fair ſpeech 
perſwadedthem;, and ſaid; Lo, this is the 
Uengeance of God, fox this mp Mike, hath 
uſed Adultery tang time with this Kuight 
that lyeth dead, and ſhe pꝛactiſed mp death] 
with the Maſter of the Ship, and thereupon 
be thzew me into the Sea but God ſaved ms 
from death; and becauſe J „ 
5 yoll 


promo 
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Lyon at a n&#d he never fozſok'e ffnce , 
and now, as ye all ſs, when J came into 
the Palace, without pzovoking of me he hath 
llain both the Adalterers, and therefv2e uns 
derſtaudye fog truth that I am yourESmperoz, 
1 Now when they heard this,they laked moze 
ſeriouſly upon him, aud dilcerned him to be 
their Empero2,audgreatly te ſoycing, pꝛaiſed 
God fox that mixacle, which had faves their 
Low = Empero2, And they lived together 
a me in Peace. 
0 | LOR Moral, 
' Dear Friends, by this Emperoz we may 
unkerftaud eserp Chziſtian man that purpa⸗ 
ſeth to viſit the City ot jerulalem, that is, to 
get everlaſting life, though Faith. But his 
wife, that is, the wzetched flech, murmureth 
acaiuft the ſoul , and loveth better an adultes 
rer, that is deadly fin, than her ue band. 
This Emper oz went into a Ship, taking his 
journey towards the City of Jeruſalers. that 
is, he went to the Church cf God, which is 
the wap to G02;but the Mike, that is, feſhlp 
men, accuſed him to the aſter of the Ship, 
that is, to the Þzelates of the Church, fox 
great Reward which oftentimes do blind the 
light of many Juſtices, whereby manp perfect 
Men be caft aut of the ſhip into the (ea, to be 
dzowned, that is, out of the Church into the 
$ea of this Meas what Hal we do then 
at 
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that is thus caſt to be troubled in this. wozld 
certainly, this ought he to do ; let him learn 
to lwim, that is, let him put all his hope in 
God, and by his Gzace he ſhall come to an 
Iſland, that is the Religion of heart, and then 
he hal love ever the better tokep himſelf ont 
of this Wold and therefozeSt. James ſaith 
A purcReligion and undefiled before Cod e- 
ven the Father is this, &c. And he that is in 
this Religion ſhall find a Lyon, whom he bes 
boveth to have againſt the Devil, This Lyon 
is our Lozd Jeſus Chzift that came of the 
Tribe of Juda, who fighteth ever againff the 
Devil, and if a man hath holp this Lyon, that 
is, bath ſerved God agamſt his enemies at as 
ny time, he may truſt wel, that he wil not toz* 
ſake him at his ned, accozding to the Pſal- 
miſt, ſaying : I am wich him in trouble. By 
this Lyon thou muſt tame thy wife-that is thy 
fleſh, with Repentance, and ſlay thy un. and 
then without doubt thou ſhalt obtain theEm⸗ 
pire of heaven. Unto the which bzing us all 
our Lozd Jeſus, Amen, 


— — 
©” ow. 
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The Soul of man eſpouſed to Chriſt in Bapriſm, yet dyeth pu 
by means of ſin, — behinde, her Son called Res- ir 
ſon, or rather the Word of God, which ſearcheth they” 
diſeaſe of man, her ſinful Father; and being ſent for to be. 
cute the Malady of his tep-morhers will, he refuſeth to 
adminiſter ghoſtly comfort unto her. q 


The 
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The 24; Hiſtory. 
Ometime there dwelt in Rome a Noble 
FEmperoz, named Gregory, who married 
a vertuous and beautiful Laby to his Mike. 
This young Lady in due p2ocelle of time,con- 
tie ved, and bare a Son, a fair and an amiable 
Childe, When this Chile was ten dates old, 
his Mother the Empzeſs dyed: Not long afs 
ter, the Emper oz married another Mike: 
The ſecond Mike could not affect oz love by 
ny means the Emperozs. Son, but did him 
all the ſbame and repzoach that ſhe might; 
When the Empero? perceived this, willing 
to pleaſe his Mike, he exiled his Son out of 
his Empire, And when the Son was exiled , 
he went and ſtudied Phyſick, ſo that within a 
hozt time he was a skilful 4 cunning Phyſis 
tian. It befel not long after,that the Empo⸗ 
ro his Father ſickned, and was almoſt at 
deaths dw3,wherefote,when he heard that his 
Son was ſo god a Phyſitian,be ſent fo2 him 
by Letters, pzaping him that he would come 
to him without delay. Mow the Son willing 
to obey his Fathers commandment, in all 
laſte came to him, and when he had felt his 
2 zulſes, he diſcerned the ficknefſe , and mints 
i the — phyſick to him, whereby he ſþoztly reco⸗ 
tot to bet ed. 
ſech o Not long after, the Empꝛeſſe his ſteps 
other began to fall ſick, and many Phyſitis 
The ® 8 ans 
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ans ſaid ſhe would dye. And when the Empe⸗ 
r02 heard this, he ſent ts his Son to help her 
of her ficknefſe, Then laid his Son, certain. 
ly Father, J will lay no hand on her, Then 
the Emperoꝛ began to wax wzoth, and ſaid : 
Ik thou wilt not obep my Commandement , 
thou alt hencefozth depart my Empire. His 
Sou auſwered and laid: It thou do ſo (dear | 
Father) pou do narightly, fo2 well pou know 
that you exiled me ot pour Empire thzough 
her ſuggeſtion, and my abſence was the cauſe 
of your ſickneſle, now my pꝛelence is cauſe of 
her fickne(s,and therefoze J will not meddle 
with her, noꝛ uſe any.Phyſick unto her, oz ol⸗ 
tentimes Phyfitians art veceived in thier 
Patients, there toe Idare lay na hand on het, 
(63 if it would foztune her to dye, men would 
judge that mpPbyſick were the cauſe thereof, I; 
Then ſaid the Emperoz : we hath the ve» Jn, 
rp ſame fickneſſe that J had. Dis- Won an- 
\wered- and ſaid: Though ſhe have the ſame x, 
ficknefTe.nevertheleſs pou are not both of one, 
conſtitution: fox whatſoever J did to vou, 
you Were therewith content, and when peu Sax 
flaw me come within the Palace, pou rejopced þ 
at my coming, and was greatly pleaſed with 
the light of me that yau begat : But when 
this my ſtep mot her lam me, ſhe was angry, 
and tok cozſte at Her heart, and therefoze if 1 
_ but ſpeak ta bet. ber ſozro v wou'd much t 
moze 
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moe encrealſe, and if I ſhowuly offer to touch 
her; the would be in rage. Aliſo a Phyſitian 
pzofiteth littte except the patient take plea» 
ſure in:himn $ Nod none can cure her of envy, 
Ind when he hav ſpoken his minde , he twk 
I) Er er thence, 
he Moral. 

Dear; friends this Emperoz betokeneth 
every Chziftian man, which is married to 
Chiift in the Baptiſm of regeneration , fo 
then the Soul is made the ſpouſe of Chzift,on 
whom sitr'Savionr begetteth a Son, that ts, 
the knowledge of his Wozd and Will, But 
when the child grew up to ſome ten years of 
ge, oz ſome 'increaſe in vertue , his mother 

riſtianity died: then vertue departedfrom 
yuth, ind alter wards the Chziftian man his 
father — —_— Lay cn os 
man, the ſtep⸗ mother o d pout - 
Ined i N Ghich in no wiſe c 

fect erozy Sor of knowledg,whe 
ne 'Gee'cauſed him fo be banilhed into a 
range” ett „tom bis Father and her 
th. It hapned that the gd Chziftian man, 
ug over ruled by his Wife, falleth ck, 
Vhnd 12 fs3 bis Son, that is, knowledge 
Gods Wozd and Will; to cure him as 
Phyſician > who vntifully perfozmeth 
Fe ſame. But his ſtep⸗mother falling ſick 
bit the fight of the Emperozs Hon, though the 
G 3 Chziftian - 
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Chziftian man her {usband labours fo him 
to cure her. as a god Phyſittan of her Soul, 
pet the not liking his gov endeavour to win 
her from her ignozant envy of the Truth, is 
very hardly healed of her ſickneſs, but often 
times dieth in her inno2ant envpand wilful 
wickedneſs without any . health 01 


life unts eternal ſalvation, ſo Phyſitian 
comes hither to late. 


The Argument. 
Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God ought to be cheriſhed and | 
foſtered in our hearrs by faith and good life: whi 
is raken from us lien wee are not thankful unto him 
for his graces. Wherefore the Preachers of Gody | 
Word, as good Phyſicia na, are ſent unio us, for to ad 
moniſh and warn us go perſevere in amendment 
life, and conſtant hope in Chriſts merits, and ot 
\ - harbour him in our hearts, he may chereby beſtow o 


us the promotion of heavenly bliſs. 
!! 7 
tubes. Hiſtory, 
C Omettmes there dwelt in Rome a 1 


Da = 


ty Emperoꝛ named bane, who tokt 


wife the Rings Daughter of Germany, { t1 
fair Lady and courteous, | which thin DI 
time conceived and bare a Won. . Why T 
the Childe was bonn, the States of the Ei C 
pire came to the Emperoꝛ. and every one by hi 


ſought the Emperoz to habe the bzinging] th 

of his Son, The Emperoz anſwered, ay th 

ſaid: To mozrow ſhall be a Turney, a Jt 
th 
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there you ſhall all be, and which of pou doth 
beft,and obtaineth the vicozy , he ſhall have 
the keping ol my Won: and ik he train him 
up well, J ſhall pzomote him to great dignity 
and honour, and if he do the contrary he ſhall 
dye the fouleft death that can be thought, 
Then ſaid they: Moſt reverend Lozd, all 
this pleaſeth us well, On the mozrow , 
when every man was came to the Tourney, 
the Dtates juſted valiantly : but at length 
came a valiant Knight named Joſias, who 
"1 ſo couragiouſly bare himſelf there, that he 
obtained thevicozy: and immediately after 
the Tourney was all done, this Joſias twk the 
Child and led him home with him. And be⸗ 
NY cauſe the @mperozs Don ſhould be received 
J with date in his Country, he ſent befoze to 
his Caſtle, and commanded his Dfficers,that 
they ſhould ropally pꝛovide fo him, and that 
the Childes Lodging ould be in the midſt of 
the Caftle, and alſo that the ſeven Sciences 
q ſhould be poztraped about the Childes bed, 
that when the Childe waketh out of his ſl&ep, 
voy he might lie in his bed and behold the ſame, 
The Knight had a wholſome Well by the 
Childes bed fide, wherein he uſed to bathe 
d himſelf and the Knights wife bare the key of 
the Mell,and there was a Window whereat 
d, a the Dun might comfoztably ſhine upon him. 
„ It koztuned upon a dap, that the Lavy left 
fi 64 open 
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open the Window through negligence;which 
being bone. (yither came a Bear, and fing 
tis Windo agpen;, went to the Mell, and 
ASA) Min thertin, of Whoſe bathing the 
Chr (awaurcy after, through the great beat 
_ 5 was af that time tn the hunted Bear, 
where by 2 ofoever dzank of h water waxed 
{rp,0us With (hoot time after. Do it toztuned 
th at kh ys 18 the “Lady with all the houl⸗ 
hald, by bzinkiug of the water of that Well 
vecame Lepers, not wirhſtanding it appeared 
not pꝛelently. Mot long affect foztuned 
there tame a great Eagle in at the Mtudow 
where the Emperozs Son lay, and bare the 
Hilde away ont of the Cradle. Mow when 
the Lozd of the Caltle heard this, he wept 
bitteriy , and laid: Klas, alas, woe is me 
wzelched creatute, that ever J was bozn,what 
Gall Ado now Jam the Son of Death: 
fo2 Jam become 3 loathſome Leper, and ſo 
is my Mile with all my Hauſhold, allo the 

Emperozs Son is loft and gone, 
Now while he thus mourned, there came to 
him a Phyſitian, and laid: Sirff you will 
do after my counſel; pou ſhall not repent you; 
Firf it veboveth you, your TMite, and all 
your Heouſhsld to be let blood, and after that to 
be bathed and clean waſhed, and then J will 
apply to pou my medicine: and when pou art 
whole, then hill you and pour Honfhold wall 
ff! 
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up to the mountains, and ſ&@k the Emperozs 
Son, koz the Eagle hath let it falt there in 
ſome plate, Then 5 Lozd foliowes the advice 
and cenunſel thus given them by the PWhytftt; 


an, and fozthwith he and all his hortGhoutd 


were let blood, and received the medicine, and 
within a chozt time after were all whole and 
ſound, - When they were thus healed, he twk 
his Hozſez atcompanied with thze men, and 
rode koꝛth to ſe the childe, '@ at laſt he fouud 
him whole and (ound Lying in a valley, where. 
at he great{yirejopced. And incontinently 
with great joy and glavneſſe be led the childe 
home to the@mper 92 bis Father. Na w when 
the Emperoz ſaw his Won in god health, he 
was right glad, aud pzowmoted him to great 
honour. Andſoafter tbat he had long time li- 
ved there in nable ſtate, he after ended Bos 
life m pence and _ of 
he Moral. | 

Dear | vg this Emperoz betoken eth 
the Father ok Peaven, his Son betokeneth 
our Loꝛd Jeſus Chiſt,. ta nouriʒ whom many 
men deſite, at ſuch time as they received the 
Sacrantent aß his death e paſſion. Pe nour⸗ 
iſheth bim beit that juffeth with the Devil a 
overcome th him by godly life. This Knight 
that ton his Childe with him betokeneth a 
god Chuſtian man, that evermoze abſtaineth 
truly from Iging evil, and laboureth contiure; 
allp 
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ally to do god to all men. Therefoze do we 
as the Knight did, ſend meſſengers befoze to 
p2epare and make clean the Caffle of our 
hearts, from all ſpots of ſin, by livelp Faith. 
and ſo ſhall this Child Jeſus reft in the midft 
of our hearts. 

The Mell betokeneth Percy, which ought 
to be next our Lozd, fo2 whoever is without 
mercy and truth may not nouriſh the bleſſed 
Childe Jeſus ; but it happened okt, that the 
Knights wife, that is the fleſþ of man, bears 
eth the key of Mercy, and okt leaveth that 
Well open, and then comes the Bear, that is 
the Devil, and leaveth his loathſome filth 
in the Mell of mercy, and Wholp taſteth 
thereof, (hall be infected with the Lepꝛoſie of 
ſin. The window wherein the Sun ſpined is 
the grace of the Poly Ghoſt , by whom men 
are comfo2ted Ghoftly, By this window the 
Eagle cometh in, that is the flying affections 
of the wicked Mozld, carrying awap the 
knowledge of God from us, unto the vale of 
ignozance and ſecurity, and thou man hath 
great cauſe to wep,bnt what hal we do when 
the Chilo is gone, but ſend fo a skilful Phy- 
ſitian, that is a diſcreet Miniſter of the Moꝛd 
of God, which Hall give him counſel to let 
him bled, and all his Honſhold, that is to put 
out fin though acknowledging thereof, and 
xeconctling himſelf with earneſt repentance 

unto his Dravenly Father, Then 
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Then muſt he bathe himſelf with tears of 
contrition and compunction of heart, + after 
that, take the Medicine of amendment of life, 
and ſo live pure and clean from all manner of 
fin, and when he had done thus, he muft leap 
on the Pa lkr ey of god perſeverance from e. 
vil, and ride fo2th with the thze men, that is, 
falling from evil, paying to God, and well 
deſerving towards men, and then without 
doubt he ſhal find the Child Jeſus in the val, 
ley of Humility, not on a Pill that is Pꝛide. 
And if he do this, doubtleſle he (hall have 
might and power to nouriſh that bleſſedChild 
Jelus, ko whole nouriſhing the Father of 
Heaven ſhall pzomote him unto everlaſting 
joy. Unto the which jop he bzing us, that 
ſhed his pꝛecious blod foz us. Amen. 


The Argument. 

Chriſt the giver of everlaſting Glory hath proclaimed a 
like joy and bliſſe in Heaven, as well to the poor as to 
the rich. But the rich oftentimes covering all, loſeth 
the prerogarive which the poor in heart enjoy by rhe 


providence of God; Yet as he is a righteous God, he 


ordainerh both for the rich and poor in ſuch ſort, that 
if they will they may together joy fully be ſarisficd wich 
the great plenty of his abundant graces, 


The 36. Hiſtory. 
'Ometime there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
Emperoz, named Fulgentius, which go- 
verned his people nobly, and loved them ſo 
much, 
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much that he made a pꝛoclamation thzongh 
out ali Nations;that whoſoever would come 
to him: rich oz pz, ata certain dap, fhouly 
have their Petition, whatloever it were, 
When the mighty men heard this, they were 
glad, and tame at the day afligned, and every 
man put foxth his Petition to the Emperoz, 
immebdiatelip their petitions were granted & 
culfilled, inio much that a great part ot the 
Revennes of the Empire was diffributed a⸗ 
mong them. Then everp man was jopkul, 
and went home again, and twk poſſeſſion of 
ſuch Lands and Caſt les as the Emperoz had 
gien them. 

Straigyztway after, the pw men in the 
Emperoꝛs Dominions, gathered them toge⸗ 
ther, and ſaid,a common cry was made that 
whoſoever came ts the Empero2g Palace 
ſhould have what loevr he asked. The rich men 
have been there lately, and obtained their pe⸗ 
titions: therefoze go we now, and try if we 
may obtain any god of the Emperoz- Mow 
this Counſel liked them all , wherefoze thep 
went to the Emperezs Palace, and there 
they put fozth their petitions accozving to the 
Pꝛoclamation. 

hen the Emperoz had Heard them, hee 
ſaid ts them: Dear kriends, J have heard all 
pour petitions.and it is true that my Pꝛocla 
mation was, that everp man ang ; 

ourd 
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hould come and have their petitions. but the 
rich have bern here befoze pon, to whom Y 
have given all that Il had,ſave ovely the rop- 
alty of mp Lozvſhip, aud ſo have nothing left 
to give you, Whereto the poz men ſavly res 
plied, Woſt gracious Soveraign, have compaſs 
ſion on us, & let ug not go away empty, fo we 
know wel it is our own default, that we came 
not rather with thoſe other rich and mighty 
men? but fith it is ſo, we crave pour grace, 
that we may obtain ſome what by the which 
we may live. Then (ain the Emperoz : Gov 
friends, though J have given moff of mp 
Lands, Rents, Tenements aud Caffles, to 
the rich men that came befoze pou, neverthe⸗ 
leſle, I have kept ſtill in my own hands the 
Hoveraignty and Dominion over them, and 
that J do give to pon; and fo they ſhall be 
your ſervants,and be abe dient to pou all, Aud 
when the po men heard this, thep greats 
ly re joyced thereat, and kus led down to the 
Emperoz and thanked bim ſaping: Lo though 
we be come late, yet we be Lots over all thoſe 
ther. And with this they tek their leave, and 
went home again. But when the rich and 
mighty men heard that, they were greatly 
moved; and ozdatued a common Parliament 
Among themſelves, And thus it was ſpoken 
among them: Alae, alas, hom map we ſerve 
them d lometime were but peaſants, and our 
110 | '; {ubjects 
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ſubject in all manner of things » and now 
they be made Lozds over ns, Therefoze go 
we all with one aſſent to the@mperoz, pzay 
bim foz redzeſſe, When this was ſaid, they 
fozthwith went to the Emperoz , aud ſaid to 
him: Reverend Lozd, what map this mean? 
Thoſe that were our ſervants even while, be 
now our Lozds : We beſ&ch your Dighnefle 
that it may not be ſo. 

Then ſaid the Empersz : My Cod friends, 
J do You us W2oug,toz my Pꝛoclamation was 
common, 5 whatſoever pon asked of me you 
Gould have your petition,s you asked only of 
me Lands and Honours, and all thoſe I have 
granted pou to pour own deſires , inſomuch 
that J kept nothing foz my ſelf, and eu were 
well coutent at your going hence, Now af 
ter that came the ſimple and po men, and 
asked of me ſome bun accopving te my Pꝛo⸗ 
clamation, and J had nothing to give them 
but only the love raiguty and dominion over 
vou, which J kept in my hands: and when 
the pw2 men crped ſo to me, gave them the 
authozity ober pou, yet I ſe not that pon can 
blame me therefoze : fo2 I gave pou all the 
wealth which J had, Then laid they: O dear 
and gracious Lozd, we pzay you let us have 
your help + adviſe in that ſo dangerouga caſe | 

The Emperoꝛ anſwered, and laid: Sirs, n 
if vou will follow my adviſe, J ſhall give ye 
god and profitable Counſel. Then 
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Then they laid: we be ready fo fulfill 
whatſoever pou adviſe us fo; our pꝛoſit. 
Then ſaid the @mperoz 1 Mp loving 
Friends, pou have receivedof me both Lands 
aud Tenements, and alſo great plenty of ho» 
nours E pzefermenuts;the which by my couns 
ſel you ſhall impart to the po men, that they 
map grant unto pou the Soveraignty , and 
that dominion which they have, When the 
mighty men heard this, they willingly con⸗ 
as. [deſcended to impart their gods among the 
pO} men, and they as willingly gave them a- 
gain the Kuthozity aver them, like as they 
had of the rich men. Aud thus were they both 
contented,and theEmperoz was greatly coms 
mended of the people, becauſe he ſo well cons 
tented both parties, 
The Moral, 

Dear friends, hy this Emperoꝛ is under ſlad 
eur Lozd Jeſus Chniſt, which made a Pzoclas 
mation by his Pzophets,Patriarks, Apoſtles, 
and Pzeachers,that every man both poz and 
tich, ſhould come and aak everlaſting joy, and 
without doubt they Chal obtain their petitions 
fut the rich and mighty men ask foz no other 
thing but wozldlp honour, & tranſitozy riches, 
pet this wozld ſhall paſſe, and all the coves 
tonſneſſe thereof: wherefoze he gave them ſo 
irs, (auch of wozldly wealth, that he had nothing 
ye [92 himſelf, accopding to the Scriptures: The 
Chen Birds 
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Birds of heavenhave neſts, & the Foxes of the 
earth have caves, but the Son of man hath no- 
thing in the carth Where he may put his head, 
Mat. 8. 20. The p men be the merk in heart 
of whom the Lozd / ſpeaketh, ſaying : Bleſſed: 
bethe poor in Spirit, for theits is the King- 
dom of Heaven, Mat. 3. 20. Oo it ſhall ſem 
that they have ſoveraignty in Heaven above 
the mighty men of the wozld, therefoze theſe 
rich men ought to impart of their tempozal 
riches to the po men acco2ding to. the 
Scripture : Make you friends with riches of 


7 


iniquicy,that when ye ſhall want; they may 
receive you into everlaſting habitation, Luk. 
16. 9. And accopdiug to Tob. 4. 9.Give Alms 
of thy ſubſtance : ii thou haſt but a little, be 
not afraid to give a little Alms. Aud thus pt 
may attain unto the Kingdome of Heaven. 
Unto the which J beſech Almighty God 
bring us all, 1 3, | 

The Argument. 


ters, t 
the world, and the pleaſures thereof, and foul is po- 
verty and trouble: The fair daughter is de ſired of ma- 
ny, the foul of few, for he that loverh'- che world re- 


» God will ſuffer all perſecution and trouble for che ob- 
taining of him, 
The 27. Hiftory, 
N Rome ſometime dwelt a noble Empe- 
roz, named Domitian: which had two daugh 
. ters 


( 


I bir. 
The age of Glory, Chriſt Jeſus, hath cwo daugh- beat 

. e one fair, the other foul, che {azo daughters but 
man 
ne ve 
- gardeth only the vanities thereof, Hyun he that loveth elpo 


2 


ill. fa 
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ters, the one of them was paſſing kair, but the 
other foul and ill favoured : EMherefoze he 
pꝛoclaimed thzougheut all bis Empire, That 


whola Wouldtake his fair Daughter to wife, 


ſhould have ns other thing with her, but her 
beautiful and comelp per ſonage; but whoſo 
would marry his foul Daughter, would have 
all his Empire after his deceaſe. Mow when 
thisPzoclamation was made. there came ma- 
vyLozds that deſired to marry his fair daughs 
ter: to whom the @mperoz anſwered thus, 
Dirs, pe wot not what pe deſire ; foz, if y& 
marry ber, ve ſhall have nothing with her, but 
her beautiful and comely Werſonage: and 
| furthermoze.if A give her to one of vou ra= 
ther than toanother, you will grudge; theres 
foze, if ye will needs have her, and fozſake mp 
foul Daughter,you ſhall juſt fo2 her, and he 
that winneth her, ſhall marry her. 

Then the Nobles and States of the Em. 
pire greatly rejopceb;aud foz the love of that 
beautiful Damſel, they would not onlp Tut, 
but fight alſo, So they ſet a day of battel and 
many wozthp men were {lain on both fives; 


Inevertheleſſe, one obtamed the vicozy , and 


eſpouſed that fair Lavy, 
The ſecond Daughtez which was foul, and 
ill.favoured ſ&ing her fer ſo beſtowed with 


Asrcat lolemnitp, wept dailp: therefore the 
JEmperoz her father came to her & laid, Dear 


{) Daugh⸗ 
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Daughter, Why mouraeft thou thus? Alas 
dear Father quoth ſhe, it is no wonder though 
I mourn , lœing mp Sifter is married with 
great honour and gladne(s, and everp man is 
joyful of her aud no man careth foz my comes 


pany, thecekoze dear Father, what J ſhall do 


I know not, Then ſaid the Emperoz; O mp 
dear Daughter , all that is mine, is thine, 
and it is not unknown to the, that he which 
mat xped thy üſter, had nothing with her, but 
her be autitul coꝛps and therefoze I ſhall p20- 
claim in mine own perſon,thzough mine Ems 
pire,that what man will marry the, J (hill 
allure-him the Empire after my veceaſe, by 
Letters pattent. Then this. young Lady, 
though che was foul and ill favoured, nevers 
thelels che rejoyced greatly in the pꝛomile of 
her Father, Shoztly after the Pzoclamation 
was thus made, there came a pzoper & poung 
Rt. which eſpouſey the Lady, ans after the 
death of the Emperoz, he ſeized upon all the 
Empire, and he was crowned Emperoz, and 
{be Empꝛeſſe; and after that, they lived to⸗ 
gether a long time in peace and rofl, 
The Moral, 
Dear friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 


our Lon Jeſus Chzift, which had two daugh⸗ l 


| ters, the one fair, and the other foul : The 
fair Daughter betokereth the wozld, which 
is full fair, and delectable to many men. 2 

— ou 
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foul betokeneth poverty and trouble, whom 
few men deſire to matrp with. Nevertheleſs; 
a Pꝛoclamatiou was made by thePolpScutp» 
ture. that whoſo would have his fair Danghe 


ter, that is, the Wsz1d, (ould have nothing 


with her but her fairneſſe,that is, the wozldly 
vanities, Which fade and fall away, like as 
the beauty of man: but whoſo will Parrp 
the foul Daughter, that is, will voluntarily 
receive poverty and trouble foz Gods love , 
without doubt he ſhall obtain the Empire of 
Heaven, accozding tothe Scripture, ſaping: 
Ye that have forlaken all things tor my love, 
to follow me, ſhall have cverlaſting Lite. 
Dany noble and wozthy men have Juffed 
for the fair Daughter, that is, have (ought 
and travelled by Sea and by Land, in this 
Wozld, foz covetouſaeſſe of wozlblp riches» 
and at length there be mauy lain: koz there 
is nothing here, but Pzive of Life, Cave taul⸗ 
neſs of the eyes. of the fleſh, where thzough 
theſe grievous ſins all þ wozld is put to great 
damage and miſchief ; Wo he that married 
the fair Daughter, that is the £1021d, is he 
that ſetteth ail his aFedions and whole de⸗ 
lire,upon the wzetcheuncfs & vanities of this 
wicked wozts, aud will not by any weans for» 
ſake this van wozid, like a wzetch But he 5 
Marrierh the lonl Daugbter, tbat is, che god 
Chziſftian mau, which fo the love of the King⸗ 


2 3 dome 
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dom of Heaven, the everlaſting joyrs there+ 
of, fozlaketh all this wozlo: and not only doth 
thus, but alſo deſpiſeth himſelf, oveping the 
true and everlaſting God in all things; Huch 
a man certainly ſhall obtain the joyful and 
bappy Empire of Heaven. Unto the which 


bzing us our Lozd Jeſus, Amen - 


The Argument. 

Devotion, prayer and thankſgiving unto God for his gifts, 
js a {weer ſounding Muſick, delectable in rhe ears of 
God : We are hereby warned; after our firſt offending, 
not to return to our vomit with the Doꝑʒ nor after waſh- 
ings with the Sow, to wallow in the mire ; No, rather 
let us bathe our ſelves in ſotrowful and hearty repen- 
tance. in perſeverance in good life, that we may live 
with Chriſt in everlaſting joy and bliſs, 


The 28, Hiſtory. 

[| N Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Em. 
perez Named Adromicha, the which a- 
bove all things loved Muſick, This E@mnpe. 
pero2 had within his Palace a Mell of fuch 
vertne, that whoſoever were dzunk, bp dzink⸗ 
ing the water thererk, ſhould incontinently 
become kreſh agarn and be delivered from all 
Kinde of dizzineſle. There was alſo dwelling 
in the Emverozs Court a Knigbt, named 
Ycirony, vhom the Emperoz loved much, 
but oft times be would be dzunk, which Uice 
the Empe ro hated above all things. And 
when this Knight perceive himſelf dzunk, 
| then 
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then would he go fo the Well, and dzink of 
that water, and refreſh himſelf, ſa that what⸗ 
ſoever the Emperoz ſaid to him he world ens 
ſwer him lo reaſonably, that no dzunkenneſ(s 
might be (&n in him, and loz his witty an- 
ſwers he was greatly beloved of the Empe⸗ 
roz. Nevertheleſſe his feilows (ought to dꝛaw 
the Empero2s love from him. 

It foztuned on a dap, that this Emperoz 
went to the Fozreſt, where he heard a Nighs 
tingale ſing right pleaſantly; oftentimes afs 
ter, he would riſe early in the mozning, and 
ſometime from his meat, and walk into the 
Mod to hear her (wet ſong, wherekoze mas» 
ny of his men ſaid among themſelves: our 
Lo2d delighteth ſo much in the Nightingals 
ſong, that he reckoneth nothing our poſit, 
inſomuch that thzough two things his love 
is withdzawn from us, that is, Y drony the 
Knight, ar d by the wert Song of the Nigh-» 
tingale. Then laid an old Knight that was 
among them: Sirs , quoth he, ik pe will 
follow my counſel, IJ (hall deliver pou of the 
Rnight Ydrony, and alſa the Nightingale, 
Witbout hurt oz death. Then they anſwered, 
and laid: whatſoever pou adviſe us to do we 
hall ſtraigbt wap fulfil it with all our hearts, 
When thisRnight heard this, within a while 
after he chanced to eſpy this Knight Y drony 


dzunk, wherefoze he locked faft the THell, ſo 
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when this Knight Y drony came to refreſh 


himſelf he founy the Mell faf locked. 

Now the Emperoz had a great buſineſs to 
treat of, wherefoze in haſte he ſent foz this 
Knigbt becauſe of his great wiſdome, to have 
bis counſel. And when hee came befoze the 
Empero!, he was ſovzunk that he csuld not 
move his tongue neither had wit, noz reaſon, 
no2 underſtanving to anſwer the Tmperoz to 
bis matter. 

But when the Emperoz ſaw this, he was 
greatly vered, foz as much as he hated that 
vice: wherefoze he commanded anon, that 
from that dap fozward hee ſhonld bee len 
no moze within his Land upon poin of 
death. 

This hearing, his foes they re joyced, and 
Taiduuto the old Rnight:now we be delivered 
bk this Knight Ydrony, there is no moꝛe to 
do, but that we may find a way ta be delivered 
alſo of the Nightingale, in which the Em» 
perez delicchteth ſo much. 

Then ſaid the old Knight. Your ears ſhall 
bear, and your eyes ſhall ſ&# this Nightingale 
hall be deffroped ſhoztly. 

Not long after,this old Knight eſpſed that 
the Nightingale uſed to ſit upon a tr even 
above the-afozcſatd Well, whereas her mate 
came and coupled with her. nevertheleſſe in 
the ablence of her Mate, ſhe twk oftentimes 
another 
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another mate and coupled with him: When 
he had thus done, then Would (ce deſcend 
to the Well to bathe her leit, that when her 
Mate came, he Gould fel no ili ſavoy oz ſcent 
of that ſhe had done, When the Kaight had 
ſ&n this, on a time he locked rhe Mell, and 
when the Nightingale would have deſcended 
to bathe her ſelf, after coupling with the os 
ther Pate,ſhe found the Well cloſed:wheres 
foze ſhe flew np into the Tre again, and 
mourn'd ſoze in her manner. left her Song, 
Then came her Mate and law that che had 
done againft her nature, he returned again, 
and in ſhozt time b2ought a great multitude 
of Nightingals, which flew his Pate, and 
tare her all in peices. 
The Moral. | 

Dear friends this Emperoz betokenth aur 
Lo2d Jeſus Chiift, which loveth greatly the 
Song of Devotion, foz when wee pzay we 
ſpeak unto God, and when wee read God 


{peaketh unto us, The Well ? wag in thePax 


lace betokeneth acknowlepging of our fins to 
God, Therefoze if any be dzunk with fin, let 
him dzink of the Well of acknowledging of 

bis ſins and without donbt he ſhall be lake. 
This Y drony betokeneth every man that 
wilfullp returneth again to fin after his ac» 
knowlevging ſin, like as the Dog, that mak» 
eth a vomit , and caſteth up the meat that he 
9 4 bath 
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hath eaten befoze, and afterward, when he is 
hungry, cometh and eateth tt again, Mevers 
theleſſe, if a man that hath thus ſinned, will 
dzink of the Mell of acknowledging his fin, 
he ſhall receive his Ghoftly ſtrength, 

The Nightingale that ſate on the tr, be» 
tokeus the ioul tyat ſitteth on the tre of Do- 
iy Dockzine. And her Dong betokeneth the 
Soul that ſttteth on the tr& of devout Pꝛap⸗ 
ers to God, But this $cul doth commit evil 
as oft as ſhe conſenteth to fin. Nevertheleſs, 
ik the run tothe Mell of acknowledging of 
fin, and bathe her wtih the water of contriti⸗ 
on, God thall love her, 

But her Foes, that is, the Fiends of Hell, 
ſ&ing this, that God is merciful , they ftop 


the Mell of acknowledgment of fin, that is, J. ti 


they would with-dzaw as from dutikul ac⸗ 
knowledgmeut, and from due reconciliation 


of our ſelves vetwe&n us and God, 4 betwern 


us & man, without ſhame and dzeadof repen- 
tance, not to declare our ſins. And thus, 
thzouch the temptation of the Devil our Ad: 
verſary , many have been exiled, and put to 
death everlaſtingly. And therefoze ſtudy we 
to bathe our (ſouls in this like in the Well of 
acknowledgment of ſin, with the Water of 
Contrition, and then we ſhall be ſure in the 
Wozld te came to have joy everlaſtingly. Une 
to the which God bzing ns all. Pn. | 
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The Argument. 


The Soul of every good Chriſtian man ought to prepare 
Armed Vertucs tor to withſtand the aflaults of the De- 
vil. We are here put in minde of our deliver ance fiom 
death, by che precious blood · ſned of Jeſus Chriſt: « hich 
is a tertor to all che Devils in Hell, if we continue in 
Faith, and believe in him, the bulwark of our Sal va- 
tion. 

The 29. Hiſtory. 
Omettme there dwelt in Rome a migh⸗ 
ty Empcroz named Hermes, which had a 
mighty trong City, exccding urongly walled 
about, anda Bell hanging in the midft of 
the (ſaid City; and Whenſoever the Empers} 
went to any battel without the City, this 

Bell was ever rung; but there did no man 

ring the Bell, but a Uirgin, Within ſho2t 


time after it befell;that Dzagons, Serpents, 


and alſo many other venomous Beaſts, im- 


- poiſoned much people, ſo that the City was 


almoſt deſtroyed : Wherefoze,the States of 
the City went with one accozd fo the Empe⸗ 
roz, and ſaid: Lozd what ſhall we do » Lo, 
our people, our gods, and our City is almoſt 
deftroped, and ysuaud we be in peril to pe- 
riſh, thzough theſe cruel Beats that conſume 
us, therefoze take we god counſel, oz elſe we 
are undont. Then laid the @mperoz : What 
think you is beſt to be done in this matter - 
and how may wwe be beft defended? Then 
anſwered one of the wiſeft, and ſaid: Mp 


Lozd, 
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Lozd, hear mp counſel, and do thereafter , 


and you (hall not repent it: Dau have in pour 
Palace a Lyon, ſet up a peice of timber foz 
the purpole, x thereunto let the Lion be natl⸗ 
ed and made kaſt, and when other venomous 
Beaſts ſck him tbus aſed,they will be afraid, 
and fozſake our City, and we ſhal be in ſafety, 
Then ſaid the Emper9}, it piraſeth me well 
that he be lo uſed, thereby to ſave pou, ' Then 
they tok the Lyon and uſed him in like Man, 
ner as afozeſaiv, which when the other Beaſts 
ſaw,fled a way foz fear, and never moze afters 
wards durſt 9 _ thicher, 
he Moral. 

Dear friends 15 Empero2 betokeneth the 
Father of Heaven, the Citp wel walled, with 
a Bell tn the miaſt,betokeneth the Soul wal- 
led about with vertues. The Bell vetoken- 
eth a clean Conſcience that warneth a man 
to Battel, when he ſhould fight againſt the 
Devil, that he might arm himſelf bekoze with 
vertnes, The Uirgin that ſhauld alwaies 
ring this Bell in Reaſon, which is a Uirgin 
inclineth to all righ full cleanncfle, The 
benomous Diagon that beareth the ſire beto 

keneth the fleſh of man. which beareth the fire 
of Covetouſneſs, which burnt Adam our foze⸗ 
father, when he cat of 5 fo2 bidden Apple. The 
venomous Bes ſts that poiſoned the men be⸗ 


tokeneth the ficnds of . which fo2 ol 
mo 
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moft part have de ſtroped all mankinde, The 
States of theCity betokeneth the Patriarks 
and P2zophets,which beſonght God of counſel 
and remedy, that mankinde might be ſaved, 
anon it was counſelled fo the beſt remedy, 

a Lpon (that ts Ehzif) ſhould be nailed upon 
the Eroͤls, accozvitig to the Scripture ſaying 
thus, It was requiſite that one man ſhould die 
for the people, leſt all flcſh ſhould periſh. 
They tok they Chziſt and hung him on the 
Croſs,foz the which the Devil dzeaveth Chzi- 
ſian people, and bares not come nigh them. 
And thus by the grace of God, Chiitian men 
hal come to everlaſting bliſs, Unto the which 
bzing us the Lamb of God, which ſhed his 
pzcctous blod fog us. Amen. 


The Argument, 

Here is ſignified the thraldome of man unto Satan by fin, 
till Chriſt the Son of God deſcended , with the pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoſt, ro fer him at liberty, and put 
him in {poſſeſſion of the Palace of everlaſting feli- 


City, 

. The 30. Hiſtory. 
＋ bere dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighty 
Emperoz aud a merciful, named Mene- 
lay, who owained ſuch a Law, that what in. 
nacent perſon was taken and put in pziſon, 
if ye might eſcape and come to the @mpero2s 
Palace, he would be there ſafe from all man. 
ner of accuſations againſt bim in his life 
time, It was not long after, but it ar + , 
| that 
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that a Knight was accuſed, wherefoze [1 
he was taken and put in a ftrong and dark q 
Pꝛiſon, where he lay a long time, and had 
no light hut a little Window, whereat ſcant it 
light hone in, that Tighted him to eat ſuch . 
ſimple meat as was bzought him by his kp. y 
er: wherefoze he mourned greatly, and made f f. 
ſozrow that he was thus faſt ſhut up from the t. 
ſight of men. Nevertheleſs, when the Re#perſ y, 
was gone, there came daily a Nightingale in 
at the window, & ſung full lwertlp, by whole 
Song this woſul Knight was oftentimes fed] 
with jop, and when the bird left off ſinging, a 
then would ſhe fly into the Knights boſome , 
and there this Knight fed her many a day, of 
the v:ctual that God ſent bim. Ft befel after 
upon a day, that the Knight was greatly de, 
ſolate of comfozt, Nevertheleſſe, the Bird 
that (ate in his beſome fed upon kernels of 
Nuts, and thus he ſaid to the Bird: Swet 
Bird, J have ſuſtained the many a dap, what 
wilt thou give me now in mp deſolation to 
comfo2t me » Remember thp (elf well, how 


that thou art the creature of God, and ſo am 
Jalſo, and therefoze help me now in this my 
great nod. 

Mhen the Bird heard this, ſhe flew fozth 
from his boſome, and tarried from bim thꝛe 
dates but the third day ſhe came again, and 


bought in her mouth a precious Stone, - 
aid 
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ze, laid it in the Rnights boſome- And when 


ark 


hed 
ant 


ach 


ſhe havſs done, ſhe tok her flight, and flew 
from him again. The Knight marvelled at 
the Stone, and at the Bird, and fozthwith 
he tak the Stone in his hand, aud touched 
his Gives and Fetters therewith, and pje- 
ſently they fell off. And then he aroſe aud 
touchedthe dozs of the Pziſon, and they cs 
pened, and he eſcaped, and ran faſt to the 
Emperozs Palace, When the K@per of the 
Pꝛiſon perceived this, he blew bis Yozn 
thzice, and raiſedup all the Folk of the City, 
aud led them fozth,crying with an high voice, 
Lo, the Thicf is gone, follow we him all. 
And with that be ran befoze all his Fellows 
towards the Knight: And when he came 
nigb bim, the Bnight bent his Bom, and 
ſhot an Arrow, wherewith he lmote the Kp ; 
erin the Lungs, and flew him and then ran 
to the Palace, where he found (uccour again 


the Law, 
| The Moral. 

Dear Friends. this Emperez betokeneth 
our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, who ozdained a Law, 
that what Innocent, that is, what perſon 
impziſoned wzonofully, might eſcaye, and 
come to hie Paloce in his Deavenly Dabitati- 
on thiough Repentance and true amendment 
be 5 „ ſhould finde perpetual ſuccour and 

p. 


This 
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This Knight betokeneth every one that is 
innocent, and accuſed by envy oz malice un- 
juſtly , taking grief foz his p2eſent effate, 

The Re per of this pziſon, betokeneth the | 

Devil, that kepeth ſuch a man hard bound 1 
by ſin, and ſerveth him with riches and de⸗ fl 
lights of this tranfito2p wozlv, that he ſhould al 
not eſcape from danger. | C 

The bird that fingeth ſo ſweetly, betokeneth | ®! 
the voice of Heaven, that ſaith to the op» fl 
pꝛeſſed: Turn again, now turn again, thou | F 
Priſoner, that ts, turn again thou oppreſſed, bi 
and J will receive the to G1ace, foz when |?! 
Mankind was in thialdom to Satan in the 
Pꝛiſon of Hell, then came there a Bird, that Þ a 
is, the Godhead, bearing with him a Stone, 
that betokens our Lozdy Jeſus Chziff, acco2e 
ding to the Holp Sccipture, ſaping: 1am 
a Stone, 

« The Soul of Chziſt deſcended with the 
Godhead, andbzought with him all Pankind 
out of the Pziſon of Hell, therekoze if any 
of us be in the Pziſon of wozldly oppzeſſion, 
tauch we our fins with the Stone, that is, 
with the Uertue of the Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, by 
acknswlevging our in in faithful p3zper, and 
bp true contricton , and then without doubt, 
the chains of our oppꝛeſſon, with the Stone, 
fall be bzoken and fall from us, and the 
dw} of YeaveniyGace ſhal be —_— — 

a 
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ſhall obtain help and ſucconr in the Palace of 
n. | th? Heavenly Dabitation. 

And ik the Kæper of the pꝛiſon, that is p De. 
he. | vil(which is the blower of thehohn of Þzive, 
ay | Letchery oz Covetonſueſs)ftir in us any ſins, 
8, tben turn we towards him manfullp,and ſhot 
ld at him the Arrow of conttant Faith in Jeſus 
Chzift, by true and unfeigned Repentance, 
th | and withaut doubt he ſhall fly from us: and 
* then by the Gzace of God, we map obtain the 
oy | Palace of Heavenly bliſſe, where we ſhall 
ed. be hold the King ofall Glozy. Unto the which 
en hing us our Lozd Jeſus Chaift, Amen. 
be The Argument, 


at A poor man exalted to dignity, is here admoniſhed not to 
* be unrhankful, and to render evil for good, but even 
” | to the moſt ſimple ones to be grateſul for any benefit, 
elſe ſurely God that gives thee this promotion, will 
im 3 make the brutiſh creatures of the earth thy enemies, and 
depoſe thee frem thy dignity; and he chat harh helped 
the cher, be he never ſo bale, may in the end have better 
favour with God and man than thy ſelf, wherefore 
be warned of ingratitude by this example, and know 
L thy ſelt, thy God, and Friend- 
on, The 31. Hiſtory. 
i, Ometime there dwelt in Rome a mighty 
by Emperoz, Named Ebolides. It foztuned 
nd en a dap, that this Emprroz walked into a 
bt, | great Fozreftto take bis pleaſure, where he 
ne, | met ſuddenly with a poi man, andſoſon as 


the Emperoz ſaw him, he was greatly mo 
i 
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with merey, aud ſaid ; Gwd friend, whence 
art thou : My Soveraign Lozd, quoth he, J 
am pour Subject bozn in pour Land, and am 
nom in great poverty, Then ſaid the Em» 
peroz; Ik I ane w that thou wert krue in 
very thing, J would pzomote the to great 
riches, therefoze tell me, vhat is thy Name: 
My Lozd, quoth be, J am called Leoculus, 
aud I pꝛomiſe pou to vo you true ſervice, and 
if J vo stherwile, J ſubinit my fel? unto all 
manner of puniſhment that 5 can put me to; 
When the Emperoz heard that, he piomoted 


« him iucontmently to great riches, and ſhoztly 


alte r he made bim a Knight. and the Steward 
of his Land. And when he was thus exalted 
to honour, he waxed verp pꝛoud, inſomuch that 
he deſpiſed both bis ſuperiours, and inkert⸗ 
dure: Not long after this Ste ward rode by a 
great Fo2reft, where he met with Foreſter, 
and charged him that he ould make an hun* 
dzed pits in the ground, and cover them over 
with green geaſle and (mall boughs. that if 
wilde beaſts faztuned to go to the Foztreſt that 
way they might fall in, and lo being taken, be 
bzought to the Emperoz. The Forreſter an⸗ 


ſwered,and ſaid: Sir, as you have ſaid, it ſhall I 


be done, Not long after it koztuned, that 
this Steward rode ta the Foreft again to (« 
if thoſe pits were made, and as he rode, he 


bethought himſell bow wealthy a man, — 
how 
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hom mighty in power he was made, and ham 
moſt men in the Empire obeped him , and 
were at his command; Ap he rode thus think. 
ing, be ſaid to himſelf-: There is no man 
greater than J, and with that he (mote his 
Voꝛſe with his ſpurs; and ſundenly he fell in- 
to one of the dep pits, that be himſelf had 03s 
dained befo2e, fo2 the wilde beafts;- and foz 
the great de pneſſe thereof he could not riſe 
again by aup manner of means, wherefoze he 
languithed in great perplexity: and ſtraight 
way after him came -a fierce Lyon, and fell 
into the ſame pit, and after the Lyon an Ape, 
and after the Ape a Dexpent, When the 
Steward was thus beſet with theſe Beafts , 
he was erc&dingly afraid, 

Then at that time was dwelling intheCity, 
a p03 wan named Guy, that had no riches 
ſave onely an Aſs, whereon daily he carried 
ficks and Wod that (ell from trees, and ſach 
as hecouldgetin the Fozreſt, and thoſe he 
bzought to the Market and ſold them: and 
in this wiſe ſuſtained himſelf and his wife as 
long as he might. 

It ſoztuued that this po; Guy went to 


[the Fozreft as be was wont, and as he came 


by the dep pit, be heard a man cry and ſap * 
DO dear friend what art thou ⸗ foz Gods ſake 
help me, and J ſhall recompence thee ſo well 
that thou ſhalt ever * be the better: vu 

this 
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this m Guy heard that it was the voice of 
a man;he:marvelled greatly, and od Ailt on 
the Pits -bzenk,/and'faiv Lo, god friend, Y 
am come, why haſt thou called me ? Then (aid 
the Kuight Deat friend, Jam Ste ward of 
all the @mperozs Land, and thus bp foztune 
Jam kailen into the pit, aud here de with me 
thz&e;Beafts , that is, 1 Lyon, an Ape, and 
an hoztible Serpent, which J fear moſt of all; 
and J wot not of which of them J chall be 
devonted : therefeze J pꝛay ther get along 
Nope, wherewith thou maift draw me out 
of this dep pit and J make the rich fo} 
ever hereafter : fox if A have not help the rs 
ther, J Gall ber deboured of theſe'crnel 
Beafts, at 

Then ſaid this pox Guy, J may full ill af 
this time intend to help the, foz I have us 
thing to live on, but that J gather won, and 
carry it to the Market to ſell, wherewtth J 
am ſuſtained. Nevertheleſſe. J will teave u 
purpoſed labour, and fulfill thy will; and if 
thou re ward me not, it wil be great hindzance 
to me, and to my pw} Mike. Then the Ste, 
ward made a great oath, and ſaid: T will 
pzomote the and thine to great wealth, 
Then ſaid Guy, if vou will perfozm pour pi. 
wiſe, I ſhall vo what pou command me. Ut 
with that he went acain to the Citp, al 
dought there along Rope; and came to k | 
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Pit again, and ſaid: Sir Steward, loe here A. 
let vown a Rope to th, bude thy (elf about 
the middle therewich, that } map pull ther 
up. Chen was the Ste ward glad, and faid : 
Son tried let down the Nopcand with that 
he caſt the end of the Nopr down into the pit; 
And when the Lyon ſaw it, he caught the Nope 
aud held fat, ano Guy .vzew up the Lyon, 
wening in ytmſelf he dad dzawn up the Ste» 
ward, and when he had (o done, the Lpon 
thanked in his manner, and ran to the Wav, 
The lecoi'd time that Cuy let down the Rope 
the Ape leapt to it, and canght it taſt, @ when 
he mas dawn up, be thanked Guy wv his 
manner and ran to the Mod. The third 
time he let down the Nope, be dzew up the 
Serpent, which thaukry him aud went ta the 
wood. Then the Dteward crpsd with a loud 
voice: O dear friend, vob 7 am deitveredof 
theſe tha ravenous' Beats, let dom the 
Nope to me, that I ma tome up. Then this 
ps} Quy let down the Rope and the Dteward 
bound bimſelf faſt about the midole, and Guy 
diew him up. Aud when he was thus holp 
out of the pit, he ſatd to Guy, as followeth 3 
Come to me to mozrow to the Palace, and 
then J will reward the, Then pa Guy res 
jJoyced thereat, aud went bome without Reo 
Ward, Then his Wife demanded of him 
why he gathered no _ whereby t hey might 
3 live 
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live that day, Then toldhe her of the event as 
it befel, how the Steward fell into the Pit 
(and alſo theLpon,the Ape, and the Serpent) 
. that he had made in theFozref,+ how he hav 
holpen him out with a Rope, and ſaved him 
from being devoured of the th2z& venomonsg 
Beaſts: and that he ſhould go to the Dtews 
ard, and fetch his Reward on the mozrow, 
When his wife heard this, ſhe rejoptes great. 
Ip, and ſaid : Ik it hall be ſo, pzap you riſe 
to-mozrow at a due hour and go to the Palace, 
aid receive pour Reward, that we may be 
comkoꝛted thereby. 

So in the mozning Guy aroſe, and went fo 
the Palace, and knocked at the Gate: then 
came the Pozter, and asked the cauſe of his 
knocking ? J pꝛap the quoth this Guy, go to 
the Steward, x ſay to him: That here abiveth 
a ps man at the Gate, that ſpake with him 
yeſterday in the Fozreſt. The Pozter-went 
t told the Steward as the pz man had ſaid ; 
Then ſaid the Steward: Go pou again, and 


tte him, that he lyeth, fo; vefterday ſpake Y 


with no man in the Fozreft, and charge him 
that he go a wap and trouble me no moze. The 
Pozter went koꝛzth, & told pox Guy what the 
Ste ward had ſaid, and charged him to go as 
wap. Then was this poi Guy (ozrowful , 

and went home, and he told his wife how the 
Steward anſwered him. His Aike comfors 
ted 
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ted him in all Ge might, and ſaid ; Go pon 
again and pzove him rhzice, 

Then on the mozrow this Guy aroſe, and 
went to the Palace again, pzaping the Pozo 
ter to do his errand once again to the Stew. 
ard, The Pozter anſwered and (aid; Gladly 
would J do thy errand, but J fear me ſoze, it 
will be to thy hurt. Chen went he in aud fold 
| the Steward, That this poz man was again 
returned, when the Steward heard that, he 
went out, and all to beat poz Guy, and left 
him in peril of death. 

When his Wife heard this, he came with 
her Aſs, and led him home as ſhe might, and 
all that he had ſhe ſpent upan Surgeons, and 
Pbyſitians to help him: and when he was 
perfectly whole, he went to the Foreſt as he 
was wont, fox to gather ſticks and {mall wod 
foz his living. And as he went in the Fozreft, 
he ſaw a Lyon dziving befoze him ten Aſſes 
that were laden with rich Jewels and Wer» 
chandiſe. This Lyon dzove fozth the Aſſes 
befoze Guy, which feared him ſoze, leſt her 
ſhould have devoured him,neverthelefſe when 
he beheld the Lyon bettex,he knew well that 
it wasthe ſame Lpon thee he dꝛe w out ok the 
pit, This Lyon lefrnoc Guy till all the Alles 
with the Mer chaadiſe were entred info his 
yard, and ther. the Lyon did him obeplance, 


and ran to the Mad, 
Then 
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Steward anſwered him. Þis Aike comfo2s 
| ted 
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live that day. Then told he her of the event as 


it befel, how the Steward fell tnto the Pit 
(and alſo theLpon,the Ape,and theSerpent) 


that he had made in theFozref,+ how he hav 


holpen him out with a Rope, and ſaved him 
from being devoured of the thz&@ venomous 
Beaſts ; and that he ſhould go to the Stew. 
ard, and fetch his Reward on the mozrow, 
When his wife heard this, ſhe re joptes great. 
Ip, and ſaid: Ik it all be ſo, pꝛay you riſe 
to moꝛrow at a due hour and go to thepalace, 
a receive pour Reward, that we may be 
comfozted thereby. 

So in the mozning Guy aroſe,and went to 
the Palace, and knocked at the Sate: then 
came the Pozter, and asked the cauſe of his 
knocking ? J pꝛay the quoth this Guy, go to 
the Ste ward, x ſay to him: That here abideth 
a pz man at the Gate, that ſpake with him 
yeſterday in the Fozreſt. The Pozter-weut 
t told the Steward as the po man had ſaid ; 
Then ſaid the Steward: Go pou again, and 


stell him, that he lpeth, koꝛ vefterday ſpake Y 


with no man in the Fozreft, and charge him 
that he go a wap and trouble me no moze, The 
}3ozter went kozth, & told poz Guy what the 
Ste werke had ſaid, and charged him to go a» 
wap. Then was this poz Guy (ozrowful , 
and went home, and he tald his wife how the 
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ted him in all he might, and ſaid ; Go port 


again and pꝛove him thzice. 

Then on the mozrow this Guy aroſe, and 
went to the Palace again, pꝛaping the Poz⸗ 
ter to do his errand once again to the Stew⸗ 
ard, The Pozter anſwered and ſaid; Gladly 
would J do thy errand, but J fear me ſoze, it 
will be to thy hurt. Chen went he in aud fold 
the Steward, That this po man was again 
returned, when the Steward heard that, he 
went out, and all to beat poz Guy, and left 
him in peril of death. 

When his Wife heard this, ſhe came with 
her Aſs, and led him home as ſhe might, and 
all that che had ſhe ſpent upan Surgeons, and 
Phyſitians to help him: and when he was 
perfectly whole, he went to the Forest as he 
was wont, fo; to gather ticks and ſmall wod 
foz his living. And as he went in the Fozreft, 
he ſaw a Lyon diving befoze him ten Ales 
that were laden with rich Jewels and Mer⸗ 
chanyiſe» This Lyon dzove fozth the Alles 
befoze Guy, which feared him ſoze, leſt her 
{hould have devoured him,neverthelefſe when 
he beheld the Lyon bett-»,he knew well that 
it wa the (ame Lyon e he dzew out ot the 
pit, This Lyon 1” nut Guy till all the Aſſes 
with the Per adiſe were entred info his 
yary, and ther. the Lyon did him obeplance, 
and ran to the Mad, 
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Then Guy ſearched the fardels, and found 
great riches tbe ein, whercfoze he made p20- 
clamatior iu dinexrsCuucchrs, if auy man had 
loſt ſuch gods, he Heuld have tyem again, 
but there was none bst challenged them, 
And wink Guy ſaw this, be lold the gwods, 
aud buught therewith Poule and Land, and 
ſo was mare rich, Fevertiielefſe be went to 
the Foc, es he rid betoze. And as he was 
fm the Fozteſt gathering uod he ſpyed the 


Ape on the fopvia Tre, braking boughs » 


buft!p wither tyth anoclawz,ond thiowineg 
them down, ſothat in ſwozt time Guy had 
loaded his Alle: And when he had ſo dane, 
the went her wap, and Guy went home, 
Now Guy on the mozrow went to the F 02s 
reſt again, and as he ſate binding his faggets, 
he ſaw the Serpent that be dzew out of the 
pit come towards him, bearing in her month 
a pxecrous ffore of tha colours. which the let 
fall at Guy's f&t,and when ſhe had thus done, 
ſhe kiſled his fot and went her way. Then 
Guy tab up the fone umu marvelled greatly 
of what vertue it mi: +, whercfore he coſe 
up aud went *o 8, N names 4jodt, and 
ſaid: Dear B. e: pay che te. ie the 
vet tue of this pꝛecion e and J thall re⸗ 
ward ther fo2 thy tabau ng, «this Tewel- 
Ter had well beheld, end o ite the vature 
of the fore he ſaid Jod triend il theu lift to 
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(ell the Stone, J ſhall give the in hundzcd 
Mar ks fo it, Then {aid Guy, J wil not ſelf 
the Stoner till thou tell me truly the vertues 
thereof. Then ſaid ß Jeweller, without doubt 
this Stone hath tha vertues;the firſt vertue 
is, that whoſoever beareth this ſtone about 
him, ſhall have jop withont ſoxrow;- the ſes 
cond vertue is, that he ſhall have plenty with⸗ 
out want: the third vertue is, that he ſhall 
bave light without darkneſſe, and it hath alſo 


another vertue, that no man map {ell it, but 


fo? as much as it is wozth, and if he do the 
contrary, the Dtone returacth again to the 
fir owner, {hen Guy heard this, he was 
right joyful, and (aid to himſelf, in a god 
hour I dzew theſe Beaſts out of the pit. 

Not long after it befel;that this Guy was 
mane paſſing rich; and bought great poſlellt- 
ons and livings, wherefoze within a while he 
was made a Knight, 

It was not long after, but the Emperoz 
bad kuowledge how Sir Guy had aStone of 
ſuch vertue, whe 1870 be ſent foz Sic Guy, 
com Zauding bi „ne in all haſte, and ſo 
he did v ih. | 6177 717, das come to the 
emp... -atheEmpero2,© bes „Inempfkriend, 
2 have ueard (ay. tr times thou wert in 
great poverts, had / thou art made rich by 
the vertue of@. 7. and, vae,therekoze J vzap 
the that thou 4,4 me tet tone. Dir Guy 
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anſwtred and laid, that may J not ds, fo2 ſo 
long as J havethat Stone, I am ſure of the 
things» that ts of joy Without ſoꝛrow, plenty 
without want, and light without darkneſſe- 

Mhen the Emperoz heard this, he had a 
greater deſite ts buy the Stone than he had 
befo2e, and ſaid to him: Sir Guy, of two 
things than muſt chule one, that is whether 
thou wilt kozſake this Empire, and all thy 
kindzed, oz elle ſell me the ſtone, Then ſaid 
Sir Cuy: Mp Lood, if it muſt nds be thus 
be it at pour will. Mevertheleſfſe J ſhall tell 
pou the pꝛoperty of this Stone if pou pap not 
fo2 it as it is wozth , without doubt it will 
come tome again, Then the @mperoz ſaid, 
ſurely J will give ſufficient,foz thou halt re- 
ceive of me therefo2e a thouſand pound, and 
lo it was done, Sir Guy received the money, 
and went home. 

On the mozrow early he opened his Coffer, 
and found the Stone, and then he told to the 
Lady his Wife, how he had found in his'Cof, 
fer the tone which he har ld to the Empe⸗ 
ro. Then ſaid his Wife: »d Sir;hafte pon 
unto the Emperoz again, nd give him the 
Stone, leſt he be viſpicaſed, and thjough ma⸗ 
lice repute ſome deceit in us. l 

Then went fit Guy again to the Enipero?, 
and (aid to him: Pp Lozv, yeſterdap A ſold 
vou a Stone; Which if it pleaſe vou, J would 
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fain \ſ&, The Emperoz went fox his Stone 
to the Treaſury, but kound it not, wherekoze 
he was right ſozrowkal, and came again, and 
told Dir Guy how it was loft; then ſaid Str 
Guy: y Lozd, grieve you not, foz J told 
you yeſterday» that J might not ſell it except 
IJ had the value thereof, and peſterday J re» 
ceived a thouſand pound of pou therefoze, and 
this day J found it in my Coffer again, and 
therefoze if bad not bzought the ſtone again, 
peradventure pou would have hewed me your 
heavy countenance; and with that he chewed 
fozth the Stone,whereat the Emperoz mar- 
velled greatly,aud ſaid, SirGuy,bp the faith 
that thou oweſt to me, tell me how thou cam. 
eſt by this Stone. 

Then ſaid Sir Guy, by the faith that 2 
owe to pou, Y wall tell pou the very truth,as 
touching the Stone. 

Your Ste ward that is fo promoted up of 
nought, cauſed maup de p Bits to be made in 
pour Fozret, and it foztuned that be not long 
after fell into one of them himſelk, thzougd 
the diepneſſe thereof cauld not riſe again. Jt 
chanced alſo the ſame dap, that a Lyon, an 
Ape, ga Serpent fell iuto the pit with him, 
at which time A was a very pz mau, & tok 
great paius fo my living, and as A walked 
into the Fozteſt with mine als to gather wad 

he cryed to me to help him ot ok the PRES 
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fave him from death, fo2 there were in the 
Pit with him thze venomous beaſte, that is, 
a Lyon, an Ape, and a foul Serpent, aud 
then he pꝛomiſed me by his wozd,to pzomote 
me and ali mp kindzed to great tiches: which 
when J heard, J was right glad, and let down 
a Rope unto him, ſuppoſing to have dzawn 
him up, and haled up a Lyon, and after that 
an Ape, andafter a Serpent, and at the laf 
your Steward. 

The Lyon gave me fen Aſſes laden with 
Dcrchanviſe,the Ape gave me as much wod 
as mine Alle would bear, and the Serpent 
gave me this Stone that I have ſold pouz but 
pour Steward beat me, and wounded me (9 
{oze fo2 my god will, that J was bozn home 
upon miue Alle. 

Aben the Emperoz heard this, his heart 
was moved greatly againft the Steward, 
whercfozc he txaminen him of that falle ded : 
but he was dumb, and would not ſpeak, fo} 
ſo much that he could not deny his ingras 
titude. 

Then ſaid the Emperoz: O thou wzetched 
creature; unreaſonable Beaſts, as the Lyon, 
the Ape, and the Serpent, rewarder him fo 
his god drrd, aud thou that art a reaſonable 
man haft almoſt beaten him to death þ ſaved 
hk, tol the out of the pit,therefs2e for thy 
kalſhat & wickedneſs, Jjudge ther to be bang: 
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cd this dap on the Gallows, and all t hy gode 
and lands J grant to Sir Guy, and alſa J 02: 
dain that Sir Guy hall occupy thy place and 
be my Steward: and lo it was done. 

yen Sir Guy was thus rewarded by the 
Cm:eroz and made Steward, be was well be» 
loved of every man as long as he lived, and at 
the laſt ended his life with honour in peace. 

The Moral. 

This Emperoz betokeneth the Father ol 
heaven, the poz man betokeneth every man 
that cometh into this wozld, and at laff is 
pzomoted to great riches and woꝛldly honour 
as he Pſalmiſt ſaith:God lifrech up the poor 
man cut of the mire, But many ſuch men 
neither know God 1912 themſelves, but cauſc 
da p pits to be mate, that is unkindneſſe and 
malice, they o2dain again ſimple men, into 
the which pit the Devil okt cauſcth tbem to 
fall, accozdeng to the Text in Eccleſiaſt cus, 
who maketh a pit for another man, himſeli 
fallech therein: Which Text was pꝛoved by 
Ha man, whocauſed a Gallows to be ſet up 
— Merdocheus, but Was hanged theren him. 
elk. 

This Guy that went daily to the Fozreſt 
with his Als to gather wod, betokeneth every 
juſt aud godly man, fearing Godin the Foreſt 
of this wozld: his wod that be gatbereth be» 
tozeneth his faith and god wo ks, which be 
carrie 
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carrieth upon his Alle humane endeavour, 
whereby his ſoul may have fop,and live in the 
tabernacle of Heaven, and as the Steward, 
the Lyon, the Ape and the Serpent fell inte 
the pit, right ſo a ſinful man falleth into the 
pit of ſin: But the Lyon of the Tribe of Jud: 
(that is Jeſus Chzift) deſcended with him as 
oftentimes as the ſinner hath will to come to 
grace, Therefoze ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Iam 
with him in tribulation, 
This Guy dzaweth up the Lyon, that is | 
mans ſoul out of the pit, by the coꝛd of vertu 
he dꝛew np the Ape allo, that is, contrary 
will to reaſon , that he map obep to reaſon: 
fo2 of all manner of Beafts, the Ape is mol 
like to man, right as amongſt all the trengths 
of the ſonl,diſcretion ought to be linked with 
rezſon, and toobey reaſon, Me dzew up alſo 
a Serpent, by which is ts be undertod re- 
pentance, foz two cauſes: foz as the Serpent 
beareth in his mouth venom, and in his taila 
medicine: right ſo repentance beareth at the 
beginning bitterneſs to the doer, pet it is (wet 
and medicinable unto the ſoul at the end, and 
therefoze every juſt man ſhould dzaw to him 
Serpent of repentance, Then at the laft he 
d:ew up the Steward from the pit of ſin, 
accozding untoC hꝛiſts ſaying, I am come not 
only to call the righteous, but ſinners to re- 
pentance. Alſo it is witten, that — 
- the 
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the Philoſopher taught the Emperoz many 
Laws and Uertues of truth, aud at laſt as 
the Steward did, de ſought the death of Scuc- 
ca. Alſo Chiift gave power to Judas to wozk 
| miracles, as he did to the other Diſciples , 
a the yet betrayed him at laſt ; Right ſo, now as 
Judy uys many chilo zen of Bclial delight moze to 
in y harm than god , eſpecially to them that 
ne to would inflruct them yerfccly both fo; ſoul & 
I am body. ; 

The Lpon gave to the jus and godly po? 
Jat uh nan ten Alles laden with merchandiſe: that 
rtve ig, our Lozd Jeſus Chzift gives unto every 
trat? rightcoug man tenCommandements charged 
with vertues , by which he graweth to the 
mot ricbes of Heaven, 

The Ape alſo gathereth him wod,as oft as 
with the juſt man wozketh the wozks of faith: foz 
allo J bod neceſſarily is pyofitable foz two ules, 
dite, that is, to make a fire, to build honſes;even ſo 
pent I Charity refopceth God and Angels inÞeaven 
allt I accopdiag to Scripture, More joy is among 
t the Angels for one ſinner that repenteth, &c. 
wet Charity alſo raiſeth the Ponſe of Peaveuas 
ad gain the coming of the Soul, | 

The Serpent gave bim alſo a fone of thi 
ﬀ be divers colours » which betokeneth our Lozd 
lin; Jeſus Chziſt, whom we (#k by Repentance. 
not I Therefoze ſaith St. jerome, in his ſecond 
Table thus: Wc ſhould repent us after our 
ſhipwrack, That 
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That Chzift is the Stone, map be p2oveyby 
himſelk, ſaying: 1am a living Stone; Chiift 
hath thꝛe colours, which betokeneth the yo, 
wer of the Father, the wiſdom of the Son, 
and the humility of the holyGhoft; Therefoje 
whs\(o may get this p2ectous fone ſhall have 
the Empire of Heaven, joy without ſozrow, 
plenty without want, and light without dark, 
nelle. Unto the Which bzing us our Loyd 
Telus Chziſt. Amen. 


The Argument. 

By the Nativity of Chriſt proceedeth joy ful gladneſſe 0 
the world, and ſalvation unto mankinde; yet is man 
unthanktul unto God, eontrary to his promiſe made ia 
Baptiim We are war ned in all worldly rempeſts con- 
tinually rocleave ro Chriſt by Faith and Hope, to con- 
tinuc well doing, and to withſtand the malice of the 
Devil: The Preachets of Gods Word, are {cnt of God 
ro confound rhe Devil by ſound Doctrine and good 
life. Life and Dearh is ſet before men: we onghr then 
ro chuſe chat life, that may be tor our everlaſting tom 
tort. 
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* welt in Rome x mighty En. 

vert, named Anſelm: who had married? 
Kings Daughter of ſerulalem, a fair F adj 
and a Kfacious in the ſight of everp man, bil 
fye was long time with the Empero?, ere ff 
bare him any Child, wierefo2e the Mobles0 
Empire were very (ozrowful, becauſe thei 
L 633 had no Heir of his own body we | 
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Till at laſt it befel,that this Anſclm walked 
after ſupper, in an evening, into bis Garden, 
and bethought himlelf that he bad no Hetr , 
and how the Ring of Ampluy warredon him 
continually, fo2 ſo much as he had no Won to 
make defence in his abſence, therefoze he was 
ſozrowful,and went to hiszChamber and flept. 
Then he thought he ſaw a Uiſlon in his flep, 
that the mozning was moze clear than it was 
wont to be; and that the Pon was much pa⸗ 
ler on the one fide than on the other. And 
after he ſaw a Bird of two colours and by 
that Bird dos two Beaſts, which fed that 
little Bird with their heat. And after that 
tame mo2e Beafts, and bowing their bzeafts 
towards the Bird, went their way: Then 
came there divers Birds that ſang ſweetly, & 
pleaſankly; with that the @mpero2 awaked, 
In the mozning early this Anlelm re. 
membꝛed his viſton, x wondzed much what it 
might figuifie-wherefoze he called to him his 
Philoſophers, and alſo the States of them. 
pire, and told them his dzeam;charging them 
to tell him the ſignification thereof,npon pa in 
of death, & if they told him the true interpze⸗ 
tation therot. he pzomiſed them great reward. 
Then ſaid they: dear Lozd, tell us pour 
deam, and we ſhall declare to pou what it be. 
kokens, Then the Emperoz told them from 
Ahe beginning to the ending, as it is * 
aid 
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0 with glad chear they anſwered and ſaid; Sir, 
1 the Ai ſion that you ſaw betokeneth gad, fo; 
the Empire ſhall be clear er than it is. 

The Mon that is moze pale on the one fide 
than on the other, betokeneth the @mpzeſs, 
that hath loſt part of her colour, thzough the 
conception of a Son that ſhe hath conceived, 
The little Biry bctokeneth the Won that ſhe 
ſhall bear, The two Btaſts that fed this Bird 

4 betokeneth the wiſe & rich men of the Empire 
1. which tall obey the Son; Theſe other Beaſts 
that bawed their bzeaſts to the Bird, beto, 
ken many other Nations that ſhal do him. 
mage. The Birs that lang ſo ſweetly to this 
little Bird, betokeneth the Romans, who 
ſhall re joyce & ling becauſe of his birth, This 
is the very interp2etation of pour Dzeam. 

When the Emperoz heard this, he was 
right joyful. Sou after that the Empzeſſe 
travelled in Thilds- birth, and was delivered 
of a fair Son, at whole birth there Was great 
and wonderful jaßmade. 

Abeu the King of Ampluy heard this, he 
thought in himſelf thus: Lo, F have warred 
againſt the Empero2 all the daies of my life, 
and now he hath a Son, who when he cometh 
to ful age, wil revenge the Wzong J have done 
againſt his Father, thereſoze it is better that 
J ſend to the Emperoz, and belech him of 
truce 


ſaid, When the Phtloſophers heard this; 
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Ll 
truce aud peace, that the Son may have nos 
thing againſt me when he cometh to mans 
foz bod: When he had thus ſaid to bimſelk, he 
wzote to theEmperoz, beſcching him to have 
ide | peace. When the Emperoz (aw that the R. of 
eſs, | Ampluy wzote to him moze fo fear than fo 
the | love, he wzote again to him, that if ye would 
jed. {| find god & ſufficient ſureties to kp ; peace, 
ſhe | and bind himſelf all the daies of his life todo 
ird | him ſervice & homage:& to give him pearly a 
cextain tribute, he would receive him to peace. 
When the Ring had read the tenoz of the 
emperozs Letter, he called his counſel,p2ays 
ing them to give him Counſel how he might 
beſt do, as touching this matter. Then laid 
they: It is god that ye obey the Emperozs 
will and commandemeuat in all things. Fox 
let, in that he deſired of you ſurety foz the 
Peace, to this we anſwer, thus; Ye have but 
one Daughter, and the Emperoz one Don, 
wherefoze, let a marriage be made between 
them, and that may be a peryztual Covenant 
of peace. Alſo he asketh homage and tribute, 
which it is gad to fulfil. Then the K. ſent bis 
Deſſengers to the Emperoz, ſapiug: that he 
would fulfil his deſire in all things, il it 
night pleaſe his Dighneſs. that his Son and 
be Rings Daughter might be married toges 
Wer. All this well pleaſed the Empero, pet 
e ſent again, ſaying: gf his Daughter were 
R a cleau 
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a clean Uirgin from her birth unto that day; 
he would conſent to that marriage. Then 
was the King right glad, koz his Daughter 
was a clean Uirgin, 

Therefoze when the Letters of Covenant 
and compact were ſealed, the Ring furniſhed 
a fair ſhip, wherein he might ſend his dangh» 
ter, with many Noble Knights, Ladies, and 
great Riches unto the Emperoz, fo? to have 
his Son in marriage. | 

And when they were ſailing in the Sea to- 
wards Rome, a ſtoʒm aroſe ſo extreamlp & (0 
ho)tibly, that the hip bzake againſt a Nock, 
and they were all dzowned, ſave onely the 
poung Lady, which fired her hope and heart 
ſo greatly on God, that ſhe was ſaved, am 
about thz@ of the clock the tempeſt ceaſed, 1 
the Lady dꝛove fo2th over the waves in thatY | 
bzokenthip which was caſt up again: bitag | 
huge Whale followed after, ready fo devour] o 
both the ſhip and her. Wherefoze this pounch 6 
Lady when night tame, ſmote fire with a floneh y 
wherewith the chip was greatly tightened] £| 
and then the Whale durſt not adventure to h 
ward the ſhip foz fear of the light. At the Coch hi 
crowing, this young Lady was ſo weary e 
the great tempeſt and trouble of Sen, that l th 
llept, and within a little while after the li th 
ceaſed, and the Whale came and de vont w. 
the Uirgin, And when che zwaked and fouJg 
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her ſelfſwallowedup in the Uhales belly, 
ſhe {mote fire, and with a kuite wounded the 
er | Ulhale in manp places, and wyen theWhale 
felt himſelf wounded,accozding to his nature 

ant he began to ſwim to Land. 
hed} There was dwelling at that time in a 
gh · Country near by, a noble Earl named Pirtis, 
and} who foz his recreation walking cn the Sea 
have thoze » ſaw the Thale coming towards the 
Land, wherefoze he turned home again, and 
a to. gathered a great many of men and women, 
t U ind came thither again, and fought with the 
ock, Whale, and wounded him very ſoze, and as 
the thep ſmote, the Maiden that was in his belly 
hea cryed with an high voice, and ſaid; O gentle 
„ WF kriends, have mency and compaſſion on me, 
led fo: J ama Rings Daughter, and a true Uirs 
1 thitÞ gin from the hour ok my birth to this day. 
butiy When the Earl heard this, he wondzed 
e vont greatly, and opened the ſide of theWhale,and 
pouvsy fund the poung Lady, and twk her ont, And 
tte when the was thus delivered, the told him 
ened g forthwith whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and 
re uo. how che had loft all her gods in the Sea,and 
eco bow che ſhonld have bern married unto the 
Tmperozs Son, And when the Earl heard 
A this, be was very glad, and comfozted her 
e lin the moze, and kept her with him till che was 
vour?Jwell refreſhed. And in the mean time he ſent 
| fouyBeſlengers to the — letting him 
j | N 2 to 
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toknow how the RingsDaughter was ſaved; 

Then was the Emperoz right glad of her 
ſafety and coming, and had great compaſſion 
on hex, ſaping: Ah god Maiden. Foz the 
love of my Son thou haſt ſuffered much woez 
neverthelels, it thou be wozthy to be his wike, 
ſon ſhall J p20ve. And when he had thus ſaid 
he cauſed thz& Ueſfels to be bzought foath 
the firſt was made of pure Gold, well beſet 
with pꝛecious ſtones without, and within full 
of dead mens bones, and thereupon was en⸗ 
graven this Poſte : Whoſo chuleth me, ſhall 
find that he deſerveth. The ſecondUlefſel was 
made of fine flyer. filled with earth # wozms, 
the Duperſcription was thus: Whoſo chul- 
eth me, ſhall finde that his nature deſireth. 
The third Ueſſel was made of Lead, full 
within of pꝛecious tones, and thereupon was 
inſculpt this Po ſie: Whoſo chuſeth me, ſnal 
finde that God hath diſpoſed for him. Theſe 
th Ueſſels the Emperoz (hewed the Pai- 
den,andfaid : Lo, here Daugbter, the ſe be rich 
Veſſe ls, if thou chuſe one of theſe, wherein is 
p2ofif to th& and to others, then ſhalt thou 
have my Son. And if thou chuſe that where: 
in is no pꝛofit to th. no to any other,ſwthly 
thou ſhalt uot marry him. 

When the Maiden heard this, ſhe liff up 
her hands ts God, and ſaid : Thou Lozd, that 
knoweft all things, grant me gtace this hou! 
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ſs fo chule, that I may receive theEmperoz9 
Son, And with that ſhe beheld the firſt veſſel 
of Gold, which was engraven ropallp, & read 
the ſuperſcription: Whoſo chuſeth me, ſhall 
find that he deleryeth : ſaying thus: though 
this veſſel be full pzecious, and made of pure 
Gold, nevertheleſs, J know not what is with» 
in, therefoze mp dear Lozd; this veſſel will J 
not chule. | 

And then beheld ſhe the ſccond veſſel, that 
was of pure ſilver, and read the (upericriptis 
on: Whoſo chuſeth me, ſhall! finde that his 
nature deſireth: Thinking thus within her 
ſelf, if I chuſe this veſſel, what is within J 
know not, but well J know, there ſhall J find 
that nature defireth, and my nature deſireth 
the luſt of the fleſh, and therefoze this veſſel 
will Il not chuſe, 

When the had ſ@n theſe two veſſels, and 
had given an anſwer as touching them, ſhe be⸗ 
held the third veſſel of Lead, and read the 
ſuperſcription; Wholo chuſeth me, ſhall find 
that God hath diſpoſed ; Thinking within 
her ſelf, this veſſel is not very rich, non out. 
wardly pꝛecious, yet the 3 ſaith : 

Whoſo chuſeth me, ſnall find that God hath 
diſpoſed : and without doubt God never dil⸗ 
peſetb any harm, therefoze by the leave of 
tf God this Uefſel will gy chuſe, * 

When the Emperoz heard this, he ſaid:D 
K 3 fair 
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fair Maiden open thy veſſel, fo2 it is full of 
pꝛecious tones, and ſ if thou haſt well cho, 
ſen oz no. And when this young Lady had 
opened it, the found it full of fine gold and 
p2ecious ſtones, as the Emperoz had told her 
befoze, Then ſaid the Emperoz: Daughter, 
becauſe thou haft well cholen, thou (halt mar. 
ry my Son. And then he appointed the weds 
ding day, and they were married with great 
folemnity, aud with much honour continued 
to their lives end. 
The Moral. 

This mperoꝛ betokens the Father of Hea⸗ 
ven, who was long time without a natural 
Son therekoze many men were in danger of 
veriching in Hell. The Empzelle conceived 
when the Angel Gabriel ſaid ; Lo, thou ſhalt 
conceive and bear a Childe. And then the 
Firmament began to clear when this little 
Childe lightened the wozld with bis birth. 
The Mon began to wax pale, when the fact !! 
of the Uirgin Mary was over-ſþaddwed by 
vertue of the Holy God, and not only her fact 
was thus havowed, but alſo her body, fo; I 
ſhe was conceived with childe as another wo-I t 
man, whercfoze Joſeph would have fozſakenJ£ 
her p2ivily and gone away. This little Binn 
that came from the one ſide of the Bon beto-J of 
keneth our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt. who at mia 
night was bozn of the Uirgin Mary, wzappeiſ d 
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in cloathes and laid in an Oxe ftall, The two 
'Beaffs betoken theOxe and the Als, that Jo- 
ſeph bzought with bim, which hanonrs him in 
and | his birth, Theſe other beaſts that came from 
ber | far, betokeneth the Shepherds in the field,to 
ter, | whom the Angel ſafd thus: Lo, I ſhew you 
mare | great joy. The Birds that ſung lo [wetlp , 
wed. | betokeneth the Angels inHeaven, which ſung 
rreat Þ at his birth this joyful Song: Glory be ro 
nued | God above, and peace to men on earth. 
The King of Ampluy, which held war as 
gainft the Emperoz,betokeneth all mankind, 
Dea | that were contrary to God, as they were in 
tural the Devils power, But immediately, when 
er of I our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt was bozn, he bowed 
eived J himſelf to God, and beſought him of peace, 
(halt when he received his baptiſm, fo2 at our bays 
n the | tilm we p2omiſed todzaw onely to God, and 
little I fozſake the Devil and all his pomp, The King 
birth. gave his Daughter in marriage to the Empe⸗ 
e face } 3028 Don; Right ſo every one of us ought to 
ed by give his Soul in marriage to Gods Son, fox 
r face he is alwaies ready to receive our @oul as his 
pw, fo] Spouſe; accozding to the Scripture, ſaping 
x wo-f thus: Iwill mary thee ro me. But ere our 
Soul may come to the Palace of Heaven, the 
muſt ſail by the Sea of the wozld, in the (hip 
bete of god like: but oftentimes there ariſeth 
t mid a tempeſt in the Sea, that is; trouble of this 
appii]Woyzld, the temptations of the fleſh, and the 
U R 4 ſuggeſli⸗ 


The Hiſtory of 
ſuggeſtion of the Devil ariſeth ſaddenlp, and 
dz0wneth the vertues that the ſoul received 
in Baptiſm; neverthelefſe pet falleth the not 
out of the ſhip of Charity but kepeth her ſelf 
ſurely therein by Faith and Pope. Foz as the 
Apoftle ſaith, By hope we be ſaved, Foz it is 
impoſſible to be ſaved without Hope oz Faith, 
The great Mhale that followeth the Maiden 
betokens the Devil, which by night and by 
dap, lieth in wait to overcome the ſoul by 
ſin: Therekoze do we as the Maiden did, ſmite 
the fire of Charity and Love out of the tone, 
that is Chꝛiſt, accoꝛding to this ſaying, I am 
a {tonc,and certainly the Devil ſhall have no 
power over us: Many men begin well, as did 
the Maid, but at laſt they be weary of their 
god wozks, and ſo they ſleep in ſin ; And anon 
when the Devil perceiveth this,he devoureth 
the ſinner in his evil thoughts, delights: cots 
ſent and wozks, Therefoze if any ok us fel 
our ſelves in ſuch wiſe under the power of the 
Devil, let him do as the Maiden did,ſmite the 
Devil with the knife of bitter repentance, 
then kindle the fire of Charitp, anv without 
doubt he ſhal caſt ther on the land of god life, 
The Earl that came with his ſervants to 
flap the Whale, betokeneth a diſcr&et Pzeachs 
er,dwelling beſide the Sea, that is,beflde the 
wozld,and not in the wo21d, that is, not dꝛam 
to wozlolp de ledation, but ever ready wit 
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god wozds of holy Dcripture to kill the De« 
vil, and to deſtroy his power, We muſt all 
cry with au high voice as the Maiden did , 
acknowledging our fins, and then ſhall we be 
delivered from the Devil, and nouriched with 
vertuous exerciſe, 

The Emperoz ſheweth this Waiden thz& 
Ueſfſels,that is, God putteth befoze man, life 
and death, god and evil, and which of theſe 
be choſen he ſhall obtain, Therefoze ſaith So- 
lomon,dcath and lite is ſet before man, chuſe 
which him liſt. And pet man is uncertain 
whether he will chuſe life oꝛ death, 

By the firft veſſel of gold,full of dead mens 
bones, is underſtod mighty wozldlp rich men, 
who thine like Gold out wardly in riches and 
pomp of the woz1d, nevertheleſs within they 
be full of dead mens bones that is, the wozks 


they haue done in this wozld, be dead in the 


ſight of God thzough deadly fin, Therefoze if 
any man chuſe ſuch a life, he (hall have that 
he deſerveth that is, ſuch men be like unto 
Tombs, that be white and ropallp painted 
and arrayed without,and covered with cloath 
of gold and filk, but within there is nothing 
but dzp bones. 

By the ſecond veſſel of ſilver, we ought to 
underſtand ſome Juſtices and wiſe men of 
this wozld, who ſhine in fair ſp&ch , but 
within they be full of wozms and earth, that 

is 
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is, their fair ſpeech ſhall avail them no moze 
at the day of Judgement, than the wozms of 
the Earth, and peradventure leſſe, foz then 
ſhall they ſaffer everlaſting pain, if thep dye 
in deadly ſin, 

By the third vefſel of Lead, full of gold and 
pzecious ſtones, we are to underſtand a ſimple 
and po} like, which the choſen ſouls chuſe, 
that they may be married to our bleſſed Lozd 
Jeſus Chziſt by humility and obedience, and 
ſuch men bear with them pꝛecious Stones, 
that is, Faith, and her fruitful wozks pleaſing 
to God: by which at the judgement dap, they 
be eſpouſed to our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, and ob- 
tain the Heritage of Peaven.Unto the which 
bzing us our Saviour Jeſus Chailt that died 
on the Czoſſe, Amen. 


The Argument. 

Man by Baptiſm promiſed to live in the fear 
of God, and forſake the Devil. Chriſt ſor» 
roweth for our ſins, he requirech dutiful 
ſervice of us in fix ſeveral ages, but we arc 
alwaies unrcady for him, yet the mercy 
of God is favourable towards us, that he 
ſpareth even till the laſt age of Man, 
vouchſafing it then we repent us, and 
call for grace, belicving in his mercies, to 
receive us into the Throne of his heavenly 
OGracc. 

The 
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8 Ometime there dwelt in Rome a mighty 

Emperoz named Calapodus, who toka 
fair Lady to his Wife, They were not long 
together befoze that this Empzeſle conceived, 
and bare him a Son, a godly childe aud a fair, 
Mhen he was of age, he was (et to Schwl, 
and when he came ts twenty pears of age. 
he defired his Fathers Þeritage , ſaping: 
Dear Father, you are an old mau, and map 
not govern yourEmpire,therefoze if it pleaſe 
pou to give it me, it Hall be to your caſe. 
Then anſwered the Emperoꝛ and laid: Dear 
Son, J dꝛead me ſoze, that when the Empire 
is in thy power, thou wilt not fulfil mp will 
02 mp delice. 

Then anſwered the Emp3eſs(foz ſo much 
as he loved her Son better than her Huſ- 
baud) and ſaid ; My Lo2d, that cannot be, 
fo2 thou haſt but one Won therefoze J believe 
he will fulfil thine intent in all things: This 
Empire map help bim well, and therefoze 
it is beſt to grant him the Empire. Then an⸗ 
[wered the Emperoꝛ and laid: J will firſt have 
of him a Letter Dbligatozy , that whenſo⸗ 
ever he doth any thing againſt my will, that 
then J will depoſe him from the Empire, 
without any contradiction, 

The Son granted this, and did make the 
Obligation, aud ſealed it, And when this 
was 
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was done, this young Emperoz waxed ſq 
pꝛoud, that he fearedneither God noz man, 
and did very much harm. But his Father ſuf, 
fered it patiently, foz he would be cozreceq 
by no man. WS 6. 

Now at laſt there fell a great dearth in the 
Empire, ſo that many men dyed fo want of 
fod:this old Emperoz was all alone himſelf, 
and began to have ned, wherefoze he went to 
his Son fo have (ome maintenance, Which 
his Son granted and ſuffered, foz a time. But 
within ſhozt time his Father began to war 
fick-wherfoze he called his won, x pꝛaped him 
to give him a d2zaught of his Mut. His Don 
anſwered and ſaid: That wil I not do, for my 
| Muſt is not good feryour complexion. Then 

(\xid5Emperoz, I pray thee give me a draught 
of thy wine. His ſon anſwered and ſaid, That 
he ſhould have none,for my wine is not yet 
fined, and if I touch it, it will trouble, and 
therefore I will not broach it, till it be cleared 
and fined, Then ſaid his Father, Give me 
ſome of the third Tun. That will I nor do 
(quoth he) for chat wine is not good for a fick 
man. Then his father pꝛaped him heartily fo; 
a dꝛaugbt of the fourtb Tun. Then anſwered 
he and laid: Thereof get ye none, for it 8 
feeble and without any ſuſtentation, and 
ſuch wine is not good tor you, for it ĩs not 


comfortable. Then ſaid his Father, now , 
god 
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od Son give me the fifth Tun, That will 

not, quoth he, for that Tun is full of lees 
and dregs, and ſuch as is not fit for men, nor 
ſcarcely for hogs, | 

When his Father ſaw he might get nothing 
of him, after he was perfectly well, he went 
to the Ring of Jcruſalem, and made his com-. 
plaint of his Won, and Gewed him the Let- 
ter Obligatezp, which his Son had made, 
whereby his Father might put him out of his 
Empire without any gainelaping. When 
the Ring heard this, he called the Emperozs 
Sou to anſwer his Father : Aud when hee 
came, he could not auſwer to his Father with 
any reaſou, wherefoze the King put him out 
of his Empire, and ſeated his Father there- 
in again: and ſo he continued all the dates of 


his life . 
| The Moral, 

This Emperoz betokeneth our Lozd Jeſus 
Chiift, accozding to that ſaping: Is not he 
thy Father that bath brought thee up? he 
he hath made thee, &c. Deut,33.6. The Don 
betokneth man, to whom he gave all theEms 
rs of this wozld,accozding to theScripture; 

eaven he hath given to our Lord, and Earth 
to man. Mankinde made an Obligation 


d with our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, when be receiv» 
ed the Sacrament of Baptiſme, wherein he 


pzomiled to ſerve him truely ; and _ 
the 
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the Devil and all his pomp and vain &lozy. 
This Emperoꝛ began ts wax ſick on a day, þ 
is, our Lo2d Jelus Chꝛiſt is troubled as oft 
as a Chziſtian finngth and bzeaketh his Com. 
mandements,wherefoze he thirſts greatly fo2 
the help of ou: Souls, and he asked a dzaught 
of the firſt Tun, that is, he agketh of man the 
firſt age of his childhood to be ſpent in his ſer · 
vice, but incontinently the wicked childe an, 
ſwerzthand ſaith, I may not do ſo, foz my 
childehod is Muſt, that is, it is tender and 
ſo poung, that it may not attempt ſo ſon to 
ſerve God: which is manifeftly againſt the 
truth, fo2 the childe of one day is not without 
ſin. Foꝛ Ht. Gregory in his Dialogues ſaith: 
The children of five years of age drive out 
Spirits from the boſomes ot their Fathers. 
Then when God ſ&th that he cannot have 
of the Mut, of his Childe hood, then he deſtreth 
wine of the ſecond Tun. Then anſwereth 
the wicked pouth, and ſaith ; that bis Mine 
is not apt to ſerve God. And when God 
map not have the ſecond Tun, then asketh 
be of the third Tun, that is, oł the third Tun 
of his pou'h. Then anlwereth the wicked 
young man, and ſaith; The wine is very ſcrong 
and mighty, and there foze his pouth ought to 
be ſpent about manly derds in this wozld, and 
not in god life, which would make him kee ble 
ad weak. {han God (wth that he may 


| 


not 
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W. | not have of this Tun , Then asked he of the 
„ | fourth Tun. And thenanſwereth the wicked 
oft man in his manhod, and laith that aged men 
m. | are feeble, and may not faft noz do any hard 
fo) | repentance , and rf he did, he (ould be the 
ght | cauſe of his own death; Theu asked our 
the | Low ok the fifth Tun, that is of his ald age, 
ſer» | when he ſtpeth, + map not go without a taff, 
an. | But the wicked old man excuſeth himſelf,and 
mp | faith that his wine is to f&ble to give to ſuch 
and a feeble man, fog if he Gould faſt one day, it 
n to | were time to morzow to make his grave. And 
the | when our Lozd ſ&th that he may not have of 
hout | the fifth Tun, then asked he of the ſirth Tun, 
iith: | that ſo when a man is blinde and may go fo 
fin no moze, pet deſireth he of ſuch a man 
dzink, that is, help of his Soul : But the 
wetched man lping in deſpair ſaith : Alas, 
alas, woe to me, becauſe J ſerved not al- 
mighty God my Maker, and Red&mer here 
in times paſt, while J was in youth and in 
p2oſperity;nowthere is nothing left,but only 
the 1&s and dꝛegs of wzetchedneſle, therefoze 
what ſhall it avail me now to turn toward 
God / But foꝛ ſuch men we (ould lament, 

Nevertheleſs God is mercifnl, that though 
he might have no ſervice of man tu all his 
time, pet he is coutent to have the les of his 
Tun, that is, the gad will, though he doth 
dot ſerve him otherwiſe, and ſo ſhall his — 
wi 
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will ſtand him in ſtead of godly Life. For in 
hat hour the ſinner doth repent him of his 
fin, from the bottom of his heart, he ſhall be 
forgiven, as Ezckicl witneſſeth. But there 
be many that will give no Wine, noz no 8, 
ther thing to him, wherefoze Chziſt ſhall 
complain to the Ring of Jeruſalem, that is to 
the God · head, at the judgement dap, and then 
as he is God and mau, ſhall he give ſentence 
definitive againft ſuch men: ſaying, I have 
hungred, and ye gave me no meat, I have 
been naked, and ye cloathed me not: I have 
thirſted, and ye gave me no drink, Lo, thug 
Wal he rehearſe to the the fruits of thy faith. 
Aud when this is done , then ſhall ſuch men 
be put to everlaſting pain , aud the juſt man 
into everlaſting bliſſe. Unto the which bzing 
us, our Lozd Jeſus Chziff, Amen. 


The Argument. | 
Man being captivated by Satan, the world refuſeth to do 
for him, till the God-head of the Heavenly Father, 
bearing an earneſt affection unto him, did eſpouſe 
him, and embrace him within the boſome of inward 
and entire love, adventuring what he might to ſer all 
mankinde at liberty, yet grudgeth the World that we 
ſhould alwaies ſerve our God, and forſake her : but to 
iche w all ſuch maligniry we are taught in this Hiſtory. 


| The 34. Hiſtory. | 
N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Em- 
peroz» Named Anthony, unper whole 
reign 
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reign the Rovers of the Sea had taken Pi- 
ſoner.a mighty mansSon of anotherRegion, 
and bzought him to the Emperozs Pziſen 
being bound. When this Poung- man wes 
thus in Pꝛiſon, he incontinent wzote to his 
Father foz his Ranſombut he Wouldneither 
pap his Ranſom, no2 ſend him any thing foz 
tocomfozt him: This when he heard, he 
wept ſoze,and would not de comfozted foz the 
unkindneſle of his Father. 

This Emperoz had a fair Daughter, which 
vifited every day the Pꝛiſoner, and comfozted 
bim as much as ſhe might, wiſhing him to be 
merry. To whom the Pziſener ant werd and 
ſaid : Pow ſhall J bemerry ⸗ 02 how map A 
ſop, thus to lye faft bound in Pzifon from the 
ſight of man o and notwithſtauding this, it 
grieveth me moſt that mp Father Will not 
pap mp Ranſome, - + 

When the Maiden heard this, che Wend 
ed with pity, and ſaid: Dear Friend, Jam 
ſoʒty foꝛ the, and therefo2e if thou wilt grant 
me dne thing, J all deliver the krom thy 
anguiſh and pain, Mhat thing is“ that: 
(quoth he) That thou wilt take me fo2 thy 
Mike; then ſaid the Pziloner, A pyomiſe pon 
ſurelp to fulfil your requeſt and deſire, and 
fo2 the moze afſurance'Y plight pon wp 
trotz. When he had ſo done, ſhoztlp after 

the Damſel 3 him out ol he” | 
| A ; 
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and fled away withhim home to bis Fathers 
Doule,. 

pen his Father ſaw bis Son and the 
Maiden together, he asked the caule why he 
bzouxht the Malden with him: Then laid his 
Son; Dir th Damlel delivered me out of 
Pꝛiſon, and th retoze he ſhall be my Mike. 
Then laid vis. Father, J will not conlent 
that He hall be thy wife: foz two reaſonable 
cauſzs, which J shall fozthwith ſhew ther. 

The flrſt is this, it is not unknown to thee, 
that the Emperoz ber father might have had 
koꝛ thy deliverance great plenty of riches, and 
fozaſmuch as ſhe was untrue ta her own Fa⸗ 
ther, and true to the;it:femeth wel, that thou 
couldett not truſt long to her: fox being kalle 
to her own Father, it is to be feared ſhe will 
not be true to another man. 

The ſecond reaſon is this: the cauſe why 
the delivered the out of Pziſon, was neither 
foz pity no2 fo2 love, but foz carnal (if that 
Ge had to the, Foz at thy deliverance ſhe 
made covenant with ther to be thy Wile, 
and had of th thy troth, and hath accompa- 
nien with th&:therefoze ſon(ſaith he) it is no 
reaſon that ſhe ſþould be thy Wife. 

The. Maiden anſwered to theſe objection 
and ſaid ; As foz the firſt reaſon that thou la 


eft againſt me, that I ſhould be untrue to m 


Father, that is falſe 3 Foz my Father — 
plent 
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plenty cf riches, and thy Son is but pw}, and 
there toze J helpt him top pity, and foz none 
or her caule, and nevertheleſſe, thou that art 
his father would not pay his rauſom, that he 
might be delivered out of Pzilon. Loe, for 
this canſe J have delivered him, therefoze J 
am kinder to him, than thou that art his owu 
Father, and he is moze beholding to me, than 
to thæ. 

Cato the other reaſon; Whereas thou lap⸗ 
eſt that J delivered him becauſe of carnal 
lug: Janſ{wer,and lap plainly, that it is not 
truth ;foz all manner of carnal love is cauſed 
ok ſtrength and beauty, but thy Son is nei⸗ 
ther ſtrong noz beautikul, koz his impzilon⸗ 
ment hath taken away his ſtrength and beau⸗ 
ty, foz by the pain be hath had in pꝛilon, he is 
bzought low, and made unluſty to ſpozt, and 
tberekoze pity only moved me to deliver him, 
and not carnal lutt. 

Then ſaid the Son: Dear Father, foz as 
much as J was in peril of death, and wzote 
unto pou to pap my rauſome, that J migbe 
be delivered, and you would not help me, but 
this gentle Damlel foz pity hath ſaved me 
from death, and delivered me out of Wziſon, 
therefoze ſurely he hall be my Wife, Bo 
foxthwith he married her with great honours 
and with her ended his life, 
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The Moral. 
Dear kriends, this Emperoz betokeneth 
the Father ok Heaven. The poung man 
which was taken with the Pirats of the Sea, 
betokens all mankind, which was taken with 
the Devil, by the ſin of our fe2efather Adam, 


and was caſt into the Pꝛiſon of Hell with. 


great ſozrow and pain. Dis father would not 
ranſome him, that is the wozld would do no» 
thing fo2 him. 

This fair Daughter betokeneth the Gods 

head, which came down from Heaven, and 
tok manhos of the Uirgin Mary, and ſo made 
a GhoUp marriage betwen him and Man: 
and upon this condition he delivered mankind 
out of the Pꝛiſon of Dell, when he came from 
Peaven and fozſok the fellowfhip of Angels. 
fo; to dwell with us in this w2etched vale of 
tears. But the Father, that betokeneth the 
ozld, grudgeth ever againſt him, and 
would not ſuffer that the Soul of man ſhould 
become the Spouſe of Jeſus Ciniſt, but that 
fh2 <94ld alm y Cerve him and ſhould fozſake 
vut Loyd. 
- Therefozeif we follow the wozld and its 
vanitiee, certainly we ſhal fall into the ſnare 
pf the Devil. Fromthe which defend us our 
bieſſed Saviour Jeſus Chit, Amen. 
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The Argument, 


Ir is the Ocdinance of Ged, thar no man ſhall labour for 
worldly promotion by covetouſueſs and falſhood , nor 
by deceit or other evil courſes. Man for his firſt tranſ- 
greſſion ſhould have been adjudged to perpetual tor- 
ment in Hell, had not the Son of God voluntarily ot- 
fered himſelf to the death ro ſave mankinde, and de- 
ſtroy Satan his Enemy, fo that thereby he might 
live with kim in the habitation of Heaven everlaſt: 


ingly. 
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Ometime in Rome there dwelt a noble 
Emperoꝛ of great livelyhwd,namedAlex- 
ander, which above all vertues loved the vers 
tus of bounty; wherefoze he ozdained a Law 
fo2 great charity, that no man under pain of 
death Gould turn a Plaice in his diſh at his 
meat, but only eat the white ſide, and nat the 
black;and if any man would attempt to do the 
contrary, he ſhould ſuffer death without any 
pardon;but pet ere he dyed, he ſhould ask thz& 
Petitions of the @mperoz what him lift (ex- 

cept his life) which ould be granted him, 
It befel after upsn a dap, that there came 
an Earl and his Son, ok a ſtrange Country,to 
ſytak with the Emperez And when the Earl 
was ſet at meat, he was ſerved with a Plaice, 
and he which was an hungrp, and had an appe⸗ 
tite to his meat, akter he had eaten the white 
ſide, he turned the black de, and began to eat 
L 3 there- 
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thereof : wherefoze Cfraightway he was ac⸗ 
cuſed to the Empe toꝛ, beraule he had offended 
againft the Law, Then fatd the Emperoz: 
Let him dps accczding to the Law without 
any delap. 

When the Earls Son heard that his Father 
Could bye, immediatelp he fell down on both 
bis knees bcfoze the Emperoz,and (aid: O mp 
reverend Lozd, J mothumnbly entreat pon, 
that I may dye fox mp Father. Then ſaid 
the Emperoz It pleaſeth me wel ſo that one 
dye foꝛ the oifeirce, Then ſaiv the Earls Son, 
ſith it is fo, that J muſt dpe, J 98k the bene: 
fit of the Law, that is, chat I map have thy 
petitions granted ere {| dye. The Emperoz 
unſwered, and laid: Ask what thou wilt, there 
ſwall no man ſay the nay. 

Then laid this poung Knight: my Lox, 
vou have but one Daughter, the which I defire 
of pour Highnelle, that ſhe map lpe one night 
with me befoze J dye, TheEmperoz granted 
fo fulfilling of the Laws, though it were a- 
gainſt his will, Nevertheleſs this Knight de⸗ 
floured her not as that night: therefoze he 
greatly pleaſed the Emperoz. 

The ſecond Petition is this: J ask all thy 
freafure,4 immediately the Emperoz grant- 
ed, becatiſe he would not be called a bzeaker 
of the Law. And when the Earls Son had 
Teccived the Emperozs treaſure, he mens 

| 


| 
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it both ta pan and to rich, by means whereof 
he obtained their god wills, d 

My:thira Petition is this: J ask mp Lozd 
that all their eyes may be put out incontinent 
that ſaw my Father cat the black Ide of the 
Plaice. And they » ſawhim turn the Plaice, 
bethaiight them, and ſaid within themlelves ; 
if we ackuowledge that we law him do this 
treſpaſs, then ſhall our eyes be put out: aud 
therefoze it is better that we hold us Mill ; 
And ſo there was none found that would acs 
cute him, 

When the Carls Son heard this, he ſaid 
to the Empersz : MY Lo2d (quoth he) pe ſiæ 
there is no man acculeth my Father, theres 
foze give me righitul Judgement. Then laid 
the Emperoz; Fozaliauch as no man wil ac⸗ 
knowledge that they ſawhim turn thePlaice, 
therefoze J wil not that thy Father fall die. 
Do thus the Won ſaved his Fathers life, and 
after the deceaſe of the Emperoz, married his 


Daughter. 
* The Moral. 


Dear kriends, this Emperoz betokneth the 
Father of Heaven, which ozdainen a Lam, 
that no man ſhould turn the black five of a 
Plaice ; chat is, there ſhould ns man labour 
foz riches and pzomotion by 
ind kalchwd. The Earl that came to the Em⸗ 
peroz betokeneth Mam Tan: 

& 4 LAW 
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came ont of*the Land of Eden, and turned up 
the black five of the Plaice, when he ate of 
the Apple of the fozbidden tre; wherefoze he 
Gould have ben condemned to everlaſting 
death: but his Don, that betokeneth our Lozy 
Jeſus Chzift, he tok the fleſh of Adam, and 
p2offered himſelf voluntarily to dye foz him: 
and the Father of Heaven granted that he 
ſhould go down to dye fox mankinde, 
Nevertheleſs,befoze he dyed he asked thz& 
petitions of his Father of Heaven; The firft 
was this: That he might have by him his 
Daughter, which betokneth the Soul of man, 
and bing her with him into the boſome of 
Heavenzaccozding to the wozds in Holca, ſap⸗ 
ing: 1 will wedher to my lelf. 

The ſecond Petition was this:all the Em. 
perozs treaſure, which betokneth the treaſure 
of Otaven, accozding to this Scriptuer, Like 
as the Father hathdiſpoſed for me, fo I diſ- 
pole tot you, 

The third Petition is this: that all their 
eyes ſhould be put out, that is, that the Devil 
aud all falſe witneſſes which accuſe us true 

rn might be-putfrom the light of Yeavens 
Dane. ; 
-1Mad:;thus ſaved be mankinde, and led him 
up Wich him unto the Palace of Heaven. Unto 
-v6:hrwnbich Palace, ing us our Lezd Je⸗ 
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The Argument. 
The Father of Heaven of his meer Grace promoteth ſame 
r men» raiſing them from che duff, to ſit among 
Princes, but they extolling themſelves without * 
of Gods goodneſs, they are again made abje& by 
him. The Devil workerh deceit in his members a- 
gainſt the godly; Chriſt came down from Heaven to 
miniſter the water of eternal Lite unto man, and by his 
Death and Paſſion to revive our Souls (which before 
were dead) unto the firm ſtate of eternal feliciry to 
purchaſc happineſs with his precious bloed, 


The 36, Niſtory. 
12 Rome there dwelt ſometime a mighty 

Emperoz,named Leonictus, who on a day 
rode to a Fozreft todiſpozt himſelf, where he 
met \nddenly with a p man, fo whom he 
ſaid thus: Friend, what art thou? and whence 
comeſt thou ⸗ 

My Loꝛd (quoth he) J am come from the 
next City, and J am your man, Then ſaid 
the Emperoz, thou ſ@meft poz, therefoze if 
thou be hanef and true, J will pzomote ther 
to great riches & honour, Then anſwered the 

vo man, and ſaid ; my Lozd, I pzomiſe you 
faithfully to be true to pou as long as I live, 
The Emperoz anon made him a Rnight, and 
gave him great riches, When he Was thus 
pzomoted, he waxed (o p2on», that he thought 
bimCſelf moze able to be an Emperoz than his 
Lozvzwherefoze he made ſuggeſtion to 2 
020g 
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Loꝛds of that Empire, that he might uſurp | 


and take upon him thzougy drength of them 
tobe Emperoꝛ. | 

ben the Cmperoy heard this, anon he ex, 
iled him, and all thale that were conſenting 

to him ſo they lived objects in great wetchs 

edneſſe aud ſozrow: and then the Emperoz 
ozdained other men in their ſtead, and gave 
them all the poſſe{fions of thele Traitozs. 

And when the baniſhed men heard that 
firangers had ta en polleſſion of their Lands 
and gods, anon they coulpired againſt them, 
and though treaſon requeſted them to a bans 
quet. And they as innocents, thinking upon 
no ſuch treaſon. came at the day aſſigned, and 
were ſerved with five popſones mefſeg, wheres 
by as many as taſted of thoſe diches, dyed its 
continent, ü 

When the Emperoz heard this, be was 
greatly moved, andaſſembled his counſel to 
inquire what was beſt to be done foz this 
treaſon , and fo their death. Then ſaid the 
Empero2s Son: My Lozd,JY am your Son, 


and you are mp Father, and therefoze A ſhall 


give pou god counſel pꝛoſitable to all men, 
Not far hence is a little Nation , wherein 
dwelleth a Fair Maiden, and a gracious in 
thefight of every man / which bath an Oꝛchard 
wherein is a well, the water whereof is of ſuch 
bertue , that if it be caſt upon a dead man, 
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ſtraightway he ſhall live again c recover his 
life. Therekoze mp Loꝛd, J ſhall deſcend unto 
that Mition, æ ſek that water, whereby they 
that were ſlain at the Banquet, map be re- 
to ed again to life. And when the Empersz 
heard thie, he greatly reſoyced, and ſaid thus: 
Son, thy counkel is god. 

And ſtraightway the Emperozs Son went 
into the ſaid Nation and fell in concett with 
the Maiden, inſomuch that he entred into 
the Garden, and aſſailed to taſte the water of 
the Mell. And when he had lo done, he made 
five deep trenches in the ground, in the which 
the water ran til it came where the dead men 
lap buried, her eupon when the water touch⸗ 
Jed them, they aroſe from death to like. Then 

the Emperdzs Son with great joy led them 

unto his Father: And when the Emperox 
ſaw this he was right joyful, wherefoze he 
crowned his Son with a Laurel Crown in to» 
ken of vico2y,and ſo ended his life in reſt and 


peace, 
| The Moral, 

Dear friends, this Emperoz befokeneth 
the Father of Heaven. The poz man that 
was pꝛomoted, betokeneth Lucifer, that was 
exaltedof nought, and enthzoned in the Emo 
pire of Heaven with great jop and clearneſſe, 
but thꝛough his pzide he thought he might be 
like unto the Almighty God, and not * 
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bim but moze than Almighty God:wherefoze |. 


the Father ol heaven exiled him, and all them 
that conſented tohim,toÞell:and in his place 
man was exalted to great joy and honour, 
The Devil ſ&ing this, it much grieved him, 
that man ſhould come to ſuch Glozy and Hos 
nour, and bade Adam and Eve to a Banquet, 
when they did eat of the Apple againſt Gods 
Commandement, and counſelled them thus, 
ſaping : In what hour ye eat of this Apple, 
ye ſnall be like Gods, knowing good and e- 
vil. Audat this curſed Banquet, thep were 
ſerved with five Pelles that were poyſoned, 
that is, their five Wits were accozded in cat. 
ing of the Apple, whereof man was in, 
fened and dyed. This hearing the @mperozs 
Hon, Chxift Jeſus , moved with mercy, he 
came down from Heaven into this wozld, and 
acquainted him ſo well with the bleſſed Uir- 
gin Mary , that he found in her the Well of 
manhood, and.conjoyned it to the Godhead,ac- 
co2ding to the Scripture : 1 am the Well of 
Lite, who drinketh of me ſhall not thirſt. At 
ter that, he ſuffered to be made ve trenches 
in the ground, that is,five wonuds in his body, 
out of the which ran both bled and water , 
where by all mankinde was raiſed from death 
f life, and led them up into the Palace of 
Heaven, unto the which bzing us our bleſſed 
Saviour Zeſus Chiift, Amen. | 
The 
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Seſta Romanorum. 
The Argument. 


The father of heaven extendeth his goodneſs 


divers ways towards frail man, yet he tak- 

eth cantrary ways, living in ſpiritual for- 

nication, for the which being exiled from 

the ſtate of felicity,he 1s compelled to lead 

a miſerable and painful life. But being re- 

conciled by the death of his Saviour, he 
poſſeſſeth the heritage of heavenly telicity. 

The 37. Hiſtory. 
898 in Rome there raigned a migh⸗ 
ty Emperoꝛ named Dunſtanus, in whoſe 
Empire there dwelt a gentle Knight that 
had two Sons, One of his Sons matched 
himſelf againft his Fathers will with a com- 
mon Yartiot.,TheRnight hearing this exiled 
his Don from him; aud when he was thus 
txiled, he begot on this woman a Son: and 
ſon after that he waxed ſick, any in penu⸗ 
ry, wherefoze he ſent Mellengers to his Fa- 
ther,beſ&ching him of his Percy : this hear⸗ 
ing his Father, he tok compaſſion and ruth 
on him, wherefoze he was reclaimed from 
banichment; And when he was thus bzought 
again to bis Fathers grace he gave his childe 
which he had by the common woman to his 
Father, who kindlp received him and nou- 
riſhed him as his Sou. 

When the other Son heard this, he laid to 
bie Father: Father, quoth he, it ſemethto 
We 


he Hiſtory of ©; 


me that you are out of pour right mind, whic 

I will pzove by god reaſon, Foz he is out 
of his right mind that recciveth a falſeHeir 
and nou:tiheth bim, whole Father hath en 
damaged aud grieved him beloze. Nobo m 
bzother which vegat this Child, hath done pc 

great injur p, when he married the Common 
Momaan, againſt pour will aud commande. 
ment, theretoze methinketh that pou are cut 
| of your right minde. 

Then anlwered his Father, and laid; be⸗ 
cauſe thy bzother is reconciled te me, thou 
art envious, and thou art unkinde to thy ow. 
bzother, willing to put him from thy fellows 
ſhip £03 evermoze,but ſothly, no unkinde man 
ſhall have Heritage except he be reconciled, 
and pet thou never reconciledſt thy (elf to 
him, foz thy unkinveneſſe, fo2 thou mightel 
have reconciled thy (elf to him, but thou 
wouldeſt not, thcrefoze of my Yeritage get- 
teſt thou no part. 

The Moral. 
Dear Friends, the Father of theſe two 


bzethzen,betokeneth the Father of Heaven. 


And his two Sons betoken the nature of An- 
gels, and the nature of Man:; Foz man was 
marriedtoacommon woman, oz ar lot, when 
he eat the Apple againſt the Commaudement 
of God, wherefoze he was exiled bp the Fas 

therof Peaven, and put from the joyes of 


Parade, | 
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Paradiſe. The Son ek the common woman 
betokeneth mankinde. This Knights Son, 
that is Adam. lived in great miſerp,foz after 
I bis ſin, be was put from jop into this wzetch⸗ 
Jed vallep of tears & wæping, accoꝛding to the 
Scripture, In the ſweat of thy brows, thou 
ſnalt cat thy bread. But after, by the pal⸗ 
ſion ol Chziſt he was reconciled, But the 
other Son, that betokeneth the Devil, was e⸗ 
ver unkinde, and grudged daily againft our 
reconciling, ſaping: that by reaſon of ſin 
we ought not to come unte the Heritage of 
1] Heaven, Unto the which bzing us our Lozd 
| Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 


4 The Argument. 

Ve ought in every vocation and calling to bchaye our 
oF (ſelves juſtly, and to uſe the poor man with equity: we 
th muſt not injure rich men. The mighty men are to be 
uf Honoured, and nor detrauded of their dignity. and e- 
. ſtare, being men of ſincere life: they that de contra- 

; ry tothe meaning of duriful bchoof here in, are worthy 

f eyerlaſting death. 


0 The 38. Hiſtorv. 
n. -C Ometime there dwelt in Rome a mightp 
nj x JEmperoznamedDonartus, which did make 
25] tha Images, of the which one held out his 
en} hand ſtraight unto the people, and had on his 
nt] finger a ring of Gold, The ſecond Jmage had 
a beard of Gold, And the third had a Mantle 
of Gold, Commanding upon pain of _ 
| | t 
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that no man Gouldtake away from theſe J. 
mages, the Ring, the Beard, noz the Pan. 
tle. | cat 

It befel afterward upon a time, that one | fro 
Dionyſe a tpzant» came into the Temple, | an! 
and twk away the Ring from the firſt Image, ( 
the Beard from the ſecond, and the Mantle 
from the third. And when he had thus done, 
he was fo2thwith accuſed unto the Emperoz, 
and bzought befoze him, and ffriciy examin; 
ed ok that treſpaſs, why he diſpoiled the J. 
mages againft the Emperozs commande- 
ment. 

Then anſwered Dionyſe, and laid as kol⸗ 
loweth: My reverend Lozd, it is lawful to 
anſwer foz my ſelf. When J entered into 
the Temple, the firſt Image held fo2th his 
hand ſtraight to me , as who would ſay , J 
give the this Ring, and therefoze J to the 
Ring as the gikt of the Image, being loth 
torefuſe ſo gentle an offer, And when J ſaw 
the ſecond Image having a Beard, J thought 
thus with my (elf; J knew lometime the 
Father of the Image, which had no Beard, 
and now his Won hath a Beard, which is 
againſt reaſon, the Son to have a Beard, and 
the Father none; and therefoze J tok from 
him his Beard, that he ſhould be like his F as 
ther. After that, when J ſaw the third having 


a Mantle of gold, I thought z :he tb 
gold 
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gold was not behoval fox hin in Winter # 
for gold is naturally cold, which migbt be 
cauſe ok his death, and therefoze J tok it 
from him,becauſe it was tw cold in Winter, 
and tw hot in Hummer. dad od: 

When Dionyſe had excuſed him by theſe 
reaſons, the Emperoz anſwerey and ſatd'; 
Thon' haff anſwered wickedlp ko; thy ſelf : 
M bat only cauſe the rather than any other 
man to difpoil the Images, fo as much as 
J comfnanded that no man 'ſhould take any 
thing a way from them; therefoze thine own 
month hath condemned the, Anon the Em⸗ 
per called to him one of his Squires, and 
charged him to ſmite off his head, and incons 
tinently he tok him, and did unto him as the 
Emperoz had commanded; and lo he dyed a 
ſhameful death, 

The Moral, 

Dear Frients, this Emperoz betokeneth 
Almighty God the Father of Heaven, The 
thz& Images betokeneth the pon men, the 
rich men, and the mighty men of this 
wozld, The tyrant Dyonyle betokeneth all 
officers in everp eftate, lewdly behaving 
themſelves, which take away from po men 
the Ring of their fingers, and (ap thus: A 
map take that is given me: Fo when the 
po; man hath ought to do, he muff n&evs 
put kozth his hand to \ whether he will 

07 


* oz no, if be Lo ſp&d 
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'They take away 


the 'B xl from the rich man, and ſap 
th hus* & 


1 is richer than wp Father 

was, ther 2 ae ake we bis nne lphod from 

— er Make 0 - his, Fozeefather, 

' n t e of Gold pk the 

y i any man of 

2 gd 0 willen 1 5 cozrec 

1 0 11 55 thoy, this may 

0 1 0 fo? he iuclineth nothing ta our os 

pintons, and allo he is to hot in power and 

oz Kink, Againſt us, therefoze, nan 
take Fr him the. Pant e ot m 

they atc> ge bin aud put him out of hiss fice 

But e all ſuch men tend in peril of 

everlaſting death: From the which ſave us, 

ye that! ito his p2ecigus blob fog Us, Amen. 


The Argument. 


Man 1 00 to ach Chriſt in kis heart, by 
Faith, and fruits G 800d Life The reward 
ot luch as wee e unto the Commande- 
mehts and Inſtitations of God. We muſt 

Watch leſt we fall into temptation: Theſe 
things conſidered, we ſnall then by Gods 
gracious good Providence, attaln unto 


ce of Heavenly and Evcrlaſtiog 
NI1LY | | 


The 


- Geka Romanorum. 
The 39. Hiſtory, 


Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a mighs« 
ty Emperoz, named Emilius, who had a 
fair poung Lady to his Wife , upon whom 
be bad begotten a fair Don, When the 
States of the Empire heard this, thep 
came to the Emperoz and beſought him ta 
have the keeping of his Son. Immediately 
the Emperoz ſent a Herauld thzouchornt the 
City,pzoclaiming, that in whoſe Houle were 
firſt found fire and water, the god man of 
that Houſe ſhould have his Son in keping » 
and to nouriſh, Anon, then the Emperoz 
made a Pzoclamation, that whoſoever had 
dis Son to k&p, ſhould nouriſh him cleanly, 
and f&d him with wholſgme meats, and 
dinks, And when the Childe came to Age, 
then Could the Keeper be pzomoted to great 
' | honour ; Mherekoze many men made readp 
1 | fire and water, in hope to have the Childe z 
But in the night, when every man was ls 
ſlep, there came a Tyꝛant, named Sulapius, 
that quenched the fire, and thzew aut the wa- 
ter, Neverthelefſe, among all other, there 
was a man, named Jonachas, that laboured 
ſodiligently, that he kept both day and night 
fire and water. 
In the mozning early, the Perauld at the 
MD 3 Ems 
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he Hiſtory of 
Emperozs commandment , went thzough 


the City, and ſought in every Youſe fo: 
lire and water, but he could finde none till he 


came to Jonathas Youſe where he found 
both fice and water r-adp, wherefoze he was 
brought befoze the Emperoz, who delivers 
ed him his on accozding to the Pꝛoclama. 
tion. 

When Jonathas had the Emperozs Son, 
he led him home unto his Houſe, And ſon 
afterhe ſent kes Maſons and Carpenters, 
and did make a ſtrong Chamber of lime and 
ffone, And when the Chamber was finiſh- 
ed, he ſent foz Painters to paint on the wall 
of the Chamber ten Images, with this Poſie 
painted above their heads, Whoſo defilerh 
theſe Images ſhall die a cruel death. And 
then cauſed a pair of G-llows to be dawn 
on the don, and figured a man hanging there- 
upon, wich this pofie painted above his 
head So ſhall he be (ſerved that nouriſheth 
the Emperors Son amiſs. Alſo he cauſed a 
Chair of Gold to be made, and himſelf ſitting 


therein crow1ed with a crown of Gold, with 


this ſaperſcription above the head: Who lo 
noucimeth che Emperors Son cleanly thus 
ſhall he be honoured, 

UAbrn this was done, oftentimes as he 
was a Hp, he was greatly tempted to defile 
thele then excellent Jmages ; but anon " 

* rea 
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read the ſuperſcriptions above their heads, 


and then all the temptations ceaſed, And 


when the Emperozs Son was evilly kept, 
then he went to the Gallows, and read that 
Poſte which was witten above his own 
| head, and fog dzead thereof kept the Childe 
better, and was diligent to give attendance 
on him, 

And when he beheld the chair, and him⸗ 
ſelf fitting therein crowned with a Crown of 
gold, he was right joyful, thinking to have 
god reward koz keping of the Emperozs 
Son. When the Emperoz heard of this dis 
ligent demeanoz about his Son, he ſent foz 
him and thanking him fox his well keping 
and nouriſhing of him, be after pzxomoted him 
to great honour and dignity, 


The Moral, 


This Empero? betokeneth the Father of 
Heaven, the Emp2efſe betokeneth the bleſſed 
. IUirgin Mary; The Emperozs Won be- 
tokeneth our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt; The Yes 
nuld that was ſent $hzonghont the City , 
betokeneth Saint John Baptiſt, who was 
(ent befoze our Lozd to pzepare the way 
dhim, accozving to the holy Scripture ; 
Lo I ſend mine Angel before me, &c. The 
States that defired the Emperozs Son to 
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nouriſh, betokens the Patriarchs and Pꝛo⸗ 


ts, which deſire greatly to nouriſh our 
oz Jeſus Chtiſt , and alſo to ſ him, 


but thep might not ſer him, noz nouriſh him, 


foz fire and water which ſhould have been 
cauſe of their fight, was not with them per- 
fectly, 

The fire betokneth the Poly Ghoſt, which 
had not pet appeared to them, foz they were 
not waſhed with the water of Baptiſm, Als 
ſo, pe may unverftand by the fire, perfect 
Charitp, and by the water,true Contrition, 


which do now adayes fail in many men, and 


therefoze they map not have the little Childs 
Feſus in their hearts, a 

Jonathas that watched ſo diligently be⸗ 
fokeneth every god Chziſtian man, which 
ſadieth either to watch in well doing, pield» 
ing to God fox fins, the ſire ol charitable Re- 
pentance, and the water of Contrition. 
But oftentimes the Tyzant, which betoken- 
eth the Devil, putteth out the fire of Cha- 
rity out of mens hearts, and cafteth out 
the water of Contrition, ſo that they may 
not nouriſh the little Childe Jeſus, There 
fore let us watch as Jonathas did, that we 
enter not into temptation. And call we 
E Maſons, that is, dilcrt Pieachers, 

ich can make in our hearts a Chamber 
of cone, that is, a ſure Faith and Hope 


They 
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Then call we to as Painters, that is, Mini⸗ 
ſters of Gods Wozd, which tan Paint in our 
heatts ten Image , that is, the ten Coms 
| mandements, which thou kep andobſerve 
daily, without doubt "thou ſhalt be honoured 
in Heaven. 

And if thou keep well the Emperozs Son, 
thou ſhalt fit in a Chair of Gold ,*Crowned 
with a Croym of Gold. And ik that thor 
nourich bim not well, without doabt thou 
t ] halt be in danger of toxment in Hell. From 
) 

; 


the which pzelerve us our bleſſev Saviour 
 Feſus, 


The Argument. 

The Soul of man eſpouſed umo Chriſt, the 
Fleſh procureth the ſame to ſin. The Chri- 
ſtian Soul by Faith, wichſtandeth rempta» 
tion, The Redemption of mankinde from 
Sin and Death. The deceits of unthankſul 

hear fs. The Spirits health, the defects of 

the Fleſh. After a pure Repentance follow - 
eth perpetual Joy and Felicity both of 

Soul and Body. 


The 40. Hiſtory. 

| N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Ent» 
peroz, Named Manelay, which had wedded 
the Kings Daughter of Hungaria,a fair Lady 
anda gracious in all her wozks, eſpecially 
be was Merciful. On a time, as the Ems 
N Þ 4 * perop 
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ro} lap in his bed he bethought him that 
be would go viſit the Holy Land. And on 
the mozrow he called to him the Empyzeſſe 
bis Mie, and his own onely Bother, and 
thus he ſaid : Dear Lady, J may. not noz 
will not hide from pou the p2ivitics of my 
heart: J purpoſe to viſit the Holy Land, 
wherefoze A ozdain the pꝛincipallp to be 
Lady and Governeſſe over all my Empire, 
and all my people; and under the J ozvain 
here my Bother to be thy Steward, foz to 
p2ovide all things that may be p2ofitable to 
mp Empire and my people, 
Then ſaid the Empꝛeſſe: ſith it will no 
otherwiſe be, but that needs thou wilt go 
to viſit the City of Jeruſalem, J Gall be in 
your abſence as true as any Turtle that hath 
loſt her Pate, koz as J believe, pe ſhall not 
eſcape thence with your life, 
The Emperoz anon comfozts her with fair 
wo2ds, and kiſſed her, and after that tk his 
leave of her and all other, and went toward 
the City of Jeruſalem. 
And anon after the Emperoz was gone 
his Bꝛother became ſo pꝛoud, that he oppzeſ- 
led pw} men, and robbed rich men: and he 
did wozſe than this, foz he daily Rirred the 
Empzeſſe to commit ſin with him: But ſhe 
ever an[wered again as an holy and devout 
woman, and ſaid; J will (quoth the) never 

we conſent 
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conſent to pou noz to any other as long as 
my Lozd live ch, nevertheleſle this Knight 
would not leave with this anſwer, but ever 
when he found her alone, he made his comts 
plaint to her, aud ſtirred her by all the waies 
that he could to fin with him, 
When this Lady ſaw that he would not 


ceaſe fo2 anpanſwer, noz would not amend 


himſelf : When ſhe ſaw her time, che cal» 
led to her thz& oz four of the wozthieſt men 
of the Empire, and ſaid to them thus; At 
is not unknown to you , that my Loyd the 
Emperoz ozdained me pzincipal Governour 
of this Empire, and alſo he o2dained his 
B1other to be Steward under me, and that 
he ſhould do nsthing without mpyCounſel.but 
he doth all the contrary : koz he oppzeſſeth 
greatly ps) men, and likewiſe robbeth the 
rich men; and pet he would do moze than 
this, if he might have his intent; where: 
foze J command pon in mp Lozds name, that 
pou binde him faſt , and caſt him into Pꝛi⸗ 
on. 

Then ſaid they, ſothly he hath done 
manp evil deeds fince our Lozd the Empe⸗ 
roz went, therefoze we be ready to obey 
pour Cammandements, but in this matter 
you muſt anſwer fozus to the Lozd our Em⸗ 
peroz. 

Then, lald ſhe: Dzead ye not, if mpLozd 


knew 
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knew what h& had done as well as J, bck 


would put him to the fouleſt death that could 
be thought: Jmmediately theſe' men laid 
hands on him, and bound him fat with Jron 
Chains, and put him in Pziſon, whereas he 
lap long time after, till at the laſt, it foztu- 
ned, there came tydings that the @mperoz 
was coming home, and had obtained great 
revown and vicszy, TAhen his Bother 
heard of his coming, he ſatd, would to God 
my Byother might not finde me in Pzilon ; 
fo2 if he do, he will inquire the cauſe of my 
{mp}tfonment of the Empzeſle, and ſhe will 
tel{him all the truth, how J moved her to 
commit ſin, and ſo fo2 her J ſhall have no fas 
vour of mp B2other, but loſe mp like, this 
know J well: therefo2e. it hall not be ſo. 
Then ſent he a Meſſenger unto the Emp1eſs 
pꝛaying her that che would vouchſafe to come 
to the Piſon- vw, that he might ſpeak a 
1992d 02 two with her. 

The Empꝛelle came to him, and enquired 
of him, what he would have. He anſwered, 


and ſaid; O Lady, have mercy upon me, 


fo2 if the Emperoz my Byother finde mc 
in Pꝛilon, then ſhall J dye without any res 
me dp. 

Then ſaid the Empzeſſe; ik J might know 
that thou wouldeſt be a god man, and leave 
thpfolly , thou houlveſt finde grace. Then 


* 
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did he pzomile her alluredly to be true, and to 


amend all his Treſpaſſe, Mhen he had thus 
pzomiled, the Empzeſle delivered him anon 


and made him tobe bathed and haven, and 


apparelled him wozthilp accozding to his 
ſtate, and then ſhe laid unto him thus: Now 
gd Biother take thy Steed, and come with 
me, that we may met my Lozd, He an- 
'\wered, and ſaid; Lady, J am ready to fulfil 
pour will and commandemeut in all things ; 
and then the Empzelle tok him With her, 
and many other Knights, and ſo rode fozty 
to met the Emperour: and as thep rode 
together by the wap, they ſaw a great Hart 
run befoze them, wherefoze every man with 
ſuch Pounds as they had, chaſed him on 
Hozſeback , ſo that with the Empꝛeſſe was 
left no creature, ſave onely the Empers2s 
Bꝛother, who l&ing that no man was there 
but they two, thus he ſaid unto the Empzeſſe: 
Lo Lady, here(s beſide a p3ivate Fozreſt, 
and long it is ago that I ſpake to thre of love, 
come now and conlent unto me, that J may 
lie with ther. 

Then ſaid the Empꝛeſſe: Ah fol , what 
may this be Peſter day J delivered the out 
of pꝛilon upou thy pzomiſe in hope cf amend. 
ment, and now thou art returned to thy folly 
again; wherekoze J lap now unte the, as J 
have { (at vecoze, there wall no men do ſuch 
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thing with me, fave onely my Lozd the 

Emperoz , which ought of very duty foz 
to do, Then ſaid he, if thou wilt not 
conſent to me, J ſhall hang the here upon a 
tre in this Fozreft, where no man ſhall finde 
the, and ſo ſhalt thou dye an evil death, 
The Empzeſſe anſwered m&klp , and ſaid, 
Though thou ſmite off mp head, oz put 
me to death with all manner of tozments , 
=p (halt never have mp conſent to ſach a 

N. 

hen he heard this he uncloathed her all 
ſave her [mock, and hanged her up by the 
hair upon a tre , and tped her ted befoze 
her, and ſo rode to his Fellows, and told 
them that a great HoT of men met him, and 
tak the Ewpzelle awap from bim, and 
when he had told them this, they made all 
great ſozrow. 

It befel on the third dap after,there came 
an Earl to hunt in that Fozreſt, and as he 
rode beating the buſhes, he unkennels a Fox, 
whom his Younds followed faft till they 
came near the tre where the Empꝛels hangs 
ed, And johen the Dogs ſmelt the ſavour of 
her, thep left the Fox, and ran towards the 
tre as faft as they could. 

The Earl ſiting this;wondzed greatly, and 
ſpurringhis hozſe, followed them till he came 


where the ©1xp2eſſe hanged ,When the yn 
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ſaw her thus hanging, he marvelley greatly, 
koʒ as much as ſhe was right fair aud beauti⸗ 
ful to dehold , wherefoze he laid unto her in 
this manner wiſe; D Woman who art thou - 
and of what Country? and wherefoze hangeſt 
thou here in this manner, 

The Empzeſs that was not pet fully dead, 
but at point ready to die, anſwered and ſaid, 
Jam quoth ſhe, a ffrancge woman, and am 
come out of afar Country, but ham J came 
hither God knoweth, Then anſwered the 
| Earl and ſaid, whoſe Pozſe is this that 
ſtandeth by the hound to this tree Then 
| anſwered the Lady and ſaid that it was hers. 
When the Earl heard this, he ſaw well 
that ſhe was a Gentlewoman and come of 
noble linage > wherefoze he was the rather 
moved with pity, and ſaid unto her: O fair 
Lady,thou ſæ meſt of gentle blod, and theres 
foze J purpoſe to deliver the from this miſs 
chief, if thou wilt pzomife to go with me, 
and nouriſh my fair young Daughter, and 
teach her at home in my Cattle, fo2 J have 
no childe but only her, and if thou keep her 
well thou fbalt have a god reward koz thy 
labour. Then ſaid ſhe: As far fozthas J 
can 03 map. I ſhall fulfil your intent. And 
when the had thus pzomiſed him, he tok 
her down off the tre, and led her home (o 
his Caftle, and gave her the keeping of bis 

Waugh 
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Daughter , that he loved ſo much, and He 
was cheriſhed ſo well, that ſhe lay every 
night in the Earls Chamber, and his Daugh⸗ 
ter with her:and in the Chamber every night 
there burned a Lamp, which hanged betw&en 
the Empzeſles bed and the Carls bed, This 
Lady behaved her ſelf ſo gently, that che was 
beloved of every creature, There was at 
that time in the Carls Houſe a Steward, 
which much loved this Empzeſſe, and often 
ſpake ta her of his love. But ſhe anſwered 
him again, and laid: Know pe, dear friend, 
foz a certainty, that J will never love any 
man in luch manner wiſe, but only bim 
whom JF am greatly bounden fo love by Gods 
Commandement, 

Then ſaid the @teward : Then thou wilt 
not conſent unto me - Sir, quoth ſhe, what 
need you any moze to askluch things? The 
Uaw that J have made, I will truly kp, and 
hold by the Gzace of God, 

And when the Steward heard this, her 
went his wap in great wrath and anger, 
thinking within himſelf, ik J map, J ſhall 
be revenged on ther. 

It befel upon a night within ſhozt time 
afcer, that the Earls Chamber do; was fo2- 
rotten and leit unſhut, which the Steward 
had anon perceived; And when they were 


all aſlep, he went and ſpeed by the light of 
the 
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the Lamp where theEmpzeſſe and the voun 
Maiden lay together, and with that he dzew 
out his Rnife, and cutting the thzoat of the 
@arls Daughter, and put the Ruife into the 
Empzeſſes hand, ſhe being alle p, and nothing 
knowing thereof,to the intent, that when the 
Earl awaked, he ſhould think that ſhe had cut 
bis daughters thꝛoat, and ſo would ſhe be put 
to a ſhametul death foz his miſchievous d&d, 
And when the Damſel was thus lain, and 
the blodp Ruife in the Empzelles hand, the 
Counteſſe awaked out of her ſlep, and ſaw 
by the light of the Lamp, the bloody Knife in 
the Empzeſles hand, wherefoze ſhe was al- 
moſt out of her wits,and ſaid to the Carl: Þ 
mp Lozd, behold in ponder Ladies hand a 
wonderful thing, 

The Carl awaken, aud lwked toward the 
Cmpeſſes bed, and ſaw the blody Knife, as 
the Counteſſe had ſaid; wherefoze he was 
greatly moved, add cryed to her, and ſaid ; 
awake woman out of thy flæp, what thing is 
this that I ſ@ in thy hand: Then the Em. 
pꝛeſs though his cry awakedout of her lp, 
and in her waking the Knike fell out of her 
hand, and with that (he loked by her, aud 
found the Earls Daugßter dead by her (ide, 
and all the bed beſp2inkled with blod, wheres 
foze with an high voice ſhe crped, and (aid: 
Alas, alas, and woe is me, my Lozds Daugb⸗ 
ter is ſlain, Then 
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Then cryed the Counteſſe anto the Earl 
with a pitious voice, and ſaid: D mp Lozd 
let this Deviliſh woman be put tothe koulett 
death that can be thought , which thus hath 
flain our oncly Childe. 

Then when the Counteſſe had ſaid thus 
to the Earl, he ſaid to the Empzeſſe in this 
wiſe, The high God knoweth that thou mil⸗ 
chievous woman haſt ſlain my Daughter 
with thine own hands, koz J (aw the blodp 
knife in thy hand, and therefoze thou halt 
dye a foul death. Then ſaid the Carl in thig 
wiſe ; © thou woman, were it not, I dzeay 
God greatly, J ſhould cleave thy body with 
my Swozd in twoparts,foz J delivered the 
from hanging, and now thou haſt flain mp 
Daughter; neverthrleſſe foz me thou ſhalt 
bave no harm, therefoze go thy Way out of 
this City, without any delap, fox if J finde 
the here after this day, thou ſhalt dye a moft 
cruel death. 

Then aroſe this woful Empzeſſe, and did 
on her cloathes, and after leapt on her Pal- 
fray,and rode toward the Eaſt alone without 
any ſafe conduct, and as ſhe rode thus 
mourning by the way, ſhe eſpied on the left 
ſive of the wap a pair of Gallows, and 
ſeven Officers leading a man to be hanged, 
wherefoze ſhe was moved with great pity 
and ſmote her (ole with her Rick, and rode 
to 
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to them pꝛaping them (he might redtem that 
mil doer if he might be ſaved from death by 
any means, 

Then ſaid they, Lady, it pleaſeth us well 
that pou tem him, Anon the Empꝛeſle ac- 
cozded with them, and payed his Ranlome , 
and he was delivered, | 
Then ſaid ſhe to bim: Now my god friend 
be true unto me till thou dye, ſith J have deli⸗ 
vered the from death, 

On mp ſoul ( quoth he) J pꝛomile you 
ever to be true, And when he had thus 
ſaid, he followed the Lady Rtill, till thep 
came nigha City, and then ſaid the Em⸗ 
pzeſſe to him: god friend quoth ſhe, ga 
foxth thy wap afoze me into the City, and 
{& thou take up foz us an honeſt lodging, 
foz there J purpoſe to reſfa while, Her 
man went kozth as ſhe commanded, and 
tokupher a god lodging, and an honeſt, 
where che abode a long time, When the 
men of the City perceived her beauty, 
they wondzed greatly, whereſoze many of 
them craved of her unlawful love, but all 
— in vain, fo} the y migyt not ſpxd in anp 
wile, 

It koztuned after upon a day, that there 
came a Ship full of Merchandiſe, andarrt» 
ved in the Daven of that City, When the 
Lady heard this, ſhe ſaid unto her 8 
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Go to the ſhip and (@ if there be any cloath 
toz mpule; 
Per ſervant went fozth to the ſhip, where» 
as he found many very fine cloaths ; where» 
foze he pzayed the Maſter of the Ship, that 
he would come into the City and ſpeak with 
his Lady, The Maſter granted him, and 
ſo the ſervant came home to his Lady be⸗ 
foze ane warned her of the coming of the 
Maſter of the Ship. Son after the Maſter 
of the Ship came and laluted her courteoufy; 
and the Lady received him accozding to his 
degree, paying him that ſhe might have foz 
her mone p ſuch cloath as might be profitable 
koz her wearing, Then he granted that 
Se ſhould have any thing that liked her, and 
ſon they were agreed, wherefoze the Sets 
vant went immediately again with the Ma- 
ſter of the ip fo2 the cloath. And when thep 
were both within on Ship-board,the Maſter 
Lid to the Ladies fervant : Mp dear friend, 
tothe J would opencmp minde, if J might 
t:uft to the, and if thou help me, thou (halt 
have of me a great Reward, 

Then anſwered he and ſaid: J ſhall quoth 
bh ) be Cwozn to the to kep thy counſel and 
fulfil thine intent as far fo2th as J can, 

Then ſaid the after of the Ship, J love 
thy Ladp moze than J can tell the, fo) 
her beauty and feature is (0 men 
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that J would give foz the love of ber, all 
the gold that J have; and if J map obs 
tain the love of her thzough thp help, I 
will give the what oe ver thou wilt defite of 
me, 

Thenſaid the Ladies ſervant; tell me by 
what means J may beſt help the, Then 
ſaid the Maſter of the Ship, go home to thy 
Lady again, and tell her that J will not des 
liver to the the cloath except ſhe come ber 
ſelf, and do thou but bzing her to mp Ship, 
and ik the Mind be god aud fit, then J 
purpole to lead her away. Thy counſel is 
god, quoth the Ladies Servant, therefoze 
give me ſome reward, and J (hall fulfil th 
deſire. . | 

Now when he had received his reward, he 
went again to the Lady, and fold her, that 
by no means the Maſter of the Ship would 
2 him the Cloath, except ſhe came her 

elf. 

The Lady believed her Servant and 
went to the Ship, Now when ſhe was with» 
in the Ship-board, her Servant abode 
without. 

When the Maler ſaw that ſhe was within 
the Ship, and the wind was gwd, he dzew up 
the Hail, and ſailed fozth, 

When the Lady perceived this, thus ſhe 
ſaid to the Mater: O Maſter ( quoth her) 

N 2 what 
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what reaſon is this that thon haft done to 
me⸗ The Maſter anſwered and laid: Ma- 
dam, certainly it is ſo, that J muſt nevs 
lie with the, and afterward eſpouſe the, O 
god Dir quoth lhe, % have made a vow, that 
I Hall ue ver do ſucha thing but with him 
. Unto whoin J am bound by right, and by the 
Law-Sothlyquoth he, if pou will not grant 
ine with pour god will, J will caſt pou out 
into the mid of the Sea, and there ſhall ye 
dit au evil death; if it be ſo quoth ſhe , that 
F mult needs. conſent, oz elſe dye, firſt] 
pzay the to prepare a pzivate plece in the 
end ok the chip, whereas J map fulfil thine 
intent ere J dye; and alſo 7 pzay the, that 
J may lap my Pꝛapeis unto the Father 
of raven, that he may have mercy en 
me. 

The Maſter believed her, wherefo)e he did 
02dain her a Cab bin in the end of the chip. 
Mherein ſhe kneled down on both her knees 
and made her pavers, ſaping on this wile ; 
D thou mp £62» Gad, thou haſt kept me from 
my pouth in clcannelle, keep me now that 
I be not de flourtd, lo that J mey ever ſerve 
the with a clean heart and minde, and let 
nat this wicked man pzevail with me, no} 

nv other the lil E wicketneſs come nigh me, 
Wh«n che had cnv:d her pzapers, thete atoſe 
ſudden' p 
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| ſuddenly a great Tempeſt in the Ora, ſo that 
the ſhip all bzaft, and all that were therein 
periſhed ſave the Lady, and ſhe caught a 
Cable and ſaved her ſelk, and the Maſter 
taught a board of the Ship. and ſaved himſelf 
likewiſe ; - nevertheleſs che knew not of him, 
noz he of her, foz they were dziven to divers 
coaſts, The Lady landed in her own Empire 
near to a tich City , wherein ſhe was honous 
rablp received, and (he lived ſo holy 4 life 
that God gave her grace and power fo heal 
ſick folk of all manner of diſeaſes, wherefoze 
there came much people to her, both croks 
ed blinde and lame , and every man thzough 
the grace of God, and her god endeavour 
was healed, wherefoze her name was known 
th2ough divers Regions, Neverthelefſe (ſhe 
was not known as the Empzeſſe. At the 
lame time the Emperozs Bother (that had 
hanges her befoze by the Hair) was ſmitten 
vith a foul Lepzoſie. The Knigbt that flew 
t de Earls Daughter, and put the blody knife 
e la ber hand was blinde, deaf, and had the Pal⸗ 
le. The Thief that betraped her to the Pa« 
2 ur of the ſhip was lame and full of the 
tramp, And the Maſter of the ſhip diſtraught 

f his wits. 
Mhen the Empet oz heard that ſo holy x 
boman was in the City, be called his bzo⸗ 
her, and ſaid to him thus: Go we, dear 
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b1other, unto this holy woman that is dwel⸗ 
ling iu this City that ſwe map heal the of thy 
Lepꝛoſie. Mould to God; O noble Bzother 
(quoth he) that I were healed. Anon theEm- 
peroz with his bzother went toward theCity, 
Then when the Cittzens heard of his coms 
ing, they received him honourably with p20» 
ceſlion and all pzoviſion fitting his effate, 
And then the Emperoz enquired of the Citi⸗ 
xens, if any ſuch holy woman were among 
them, that could heal ſick folk of their diſea-: 
ſes, The Citizens anfwered, and ſaid, 
that ſuch au one there was, Now at the 
ſame time, was come to the fame City, the 
night which ſle w th: Earls Daughter, and 
the Thief which ſhe la ved from the Gallows, 
and the Malter of the Ship to be healed of 
their difeafes, 

Then was theEmpzeſs called kozth befoze 
the Emperoz , but ſhe muffled her face as 
well as Ge could, that the Emperoz her 
Musband ſhould not know her, and when 
ſhe had ſo done, (he ſaluted him with great 
reverence , as appertained to his fate; and 
again he in like manner, ſaying thus: O 
god Lady, if thou lift of thy kindneſſe to heal 
mp bzother ok his Lepzoſie, ask of me what 
vou will, and J (hall grant it thee foz thy re- 
Ward. 
_ When the Empzels heard this, ſhe loke! 
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about her, and ſaw there the Emperoꝛs b10, 
ther a foul Leper, he (aw there aiſo the Kt. 
that flew theCaris Daughter, blind and deaf, 
the Thief that ſhe ſaved from the Gallows 
Lame, and alſo the Maſter of the Ship di- 
ftraught out of his wits, and all were come 
to her to be healed of their maladies, knew 
her not, but though they knew her not, ſhe 
knew them well, Then ſaid ſhe unto the 
Emperoz thus: My reverend Lozd, though 
you would give me all pour Empire, FJ cannot 
heal pour bꝛether, no2 none of theſe other, e 
cept they acknowledge openly what great e⸗ 
vil thep have done. 

When the Emperoz heard this, he turned 
him towards his bzother, and ſaid unte him: 
Bjother, acknowledge openly thy Sin bee 
foze all theſe men, that thou mayeft beſheals 
ed of thy ſickneſs. Then anen he began to 
tell how he had led his like, but he told not 
bow he had hanged the Empꝛeſſe inthe Foz⸗ 
=- by the hair of the head moſt delpightkul⸗ 


Y. | 
When ber had acknowledged all that 
him lift, the @mpzeſſe replied and ſaid : 
Sothly my Lozd , J would gladly lap unte 
him mp medicine, but J wot right well if 
— vain, foz he hath not mave a full confeſ- 
on. ; 


The Emperoz hearing this, he turned 
N 4 toward 
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towards his Bzother, and ſaid in this wiſe : 
what evil, ſoʒr ow, oz other unhappy wzetched? 
neis is in the / leſt thou not how that thou 
art a foul Lrper ? therefoze acknowledge thy 
lin trnely, that thou mape ſt ve Whole, oz elſe 
avoid my company fox evermoze, 

Ab my Lozd quoth he, J map not tell my 
life openly , except J de ſure of thy grace, 
IA hat haſt thou treſpaſſed againſt me, ſaid the 
Emperoz » Then an{wered his brother, and 
ſaid : Mine offence againſt the is grievous, 
and therfoze J ask the heartily fozgiveneſs. 
The Empero2 thought not on the Empꝛeſle, 
fozaſmuch as he ſuppoſed ſhe had bern dead 
manp years befoze, therefoze he commanded 
his bzother to tell fozth wherein he had offen- 
ded him, and he ſhould be fozgiven. 

When the Emperoz had thus fozgiven his 
bzother, he began to tell openly how he had 
deſired the Emp2efſe to commit Adulterp 
with him, and becauſe (he denied, he had 
hanged her by the hair in the Fozreft on ſuch 
a Bay, 

When the Emperoz heard this, he was al⸗ 
moſt be fide himſelf , and in bis rage he ſaid 
thus: O thou wzetched creature, the venge 
ance of God is fallen upon the, and were if 
not that J have pardoned the, thou ſhoulds 
ell dye the meſt ſhamelul death that could be 


theugyht. 
— Then 
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Then ſaid the Knight that flew the Earls 
Daughter, J wot not guoth he, what Lady 
you mean, but J wot that my Lozd found on 
a time ſuch a Lady hanging in the Forreſt, 
and bzought her home to his Caſtle, and he 
twk her, and gave her his Daughter ts kep, 
and J pꝛovoked her as much as J could to fin 
with me, but ſhe would in no wiſe conſent to 
me, wherefoze J flew the Earls Daughter 
that lay with ber, and when J had ſo done, J 
put the blodp knife in the Ladies hand, that 
the Earl ſhould think that ſhe had lain his 
daughter with her own hand, and then was ſhe 
exiled thence, but where ſhe became J wot 
vos. i: 7 

Then ſaid the Thief ; J wot not of what 
Lady pe mean but well J wot, that ſeven 
Officers were leading me fo the Gallows, 
and ſuch a Lady came riding by, and bought 
me of them, and then went J with per, and 
afterwards J betrayed her unto the Maſter 
of the Ship. 

Sucha Lady quoth the Maſter of the (ip 
received J, and when we were in the middeſt 
of the Sea, J would have lain with her but 
ſhe kneeled down to her p2ayers, and anon 
there aroſe ſuch a tempeſt , that the chip all 
to bzaft. and all therein was dꝛowned ſave che 


and J, but after ward what befell of her, A 
wot not, 
Then 
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Then cried the Empꝛelle with a lord voice; 


and ſaid; Soothlydear friends, pe do now | the 


truelpconfeſs and declare the truth, where. 
foze, I will now apply my Medicine and anon 


they received their healths. "YE 


WMhen the Lady the Empzeſſe had thus 
done, ſhe uncovered her face to the Empe⸗ 
toz, and he fozthwith knew her, and ran to 
her, and embzaced her in his arms, and kiſ- 
ſed her oftentimes, and fo joy he wept bit- 
terly ; ſaping, Bleſſed be God, now J have 
found that J veſired, And when he had thus 
{aid he led her home to the palace with great 
jop, and after, When it pleaſed Almightp 
God, thep ended both their lives in peace 
and reſt, 


The Moral, 
Dear Friends, this Emperoz betokeneth 


gur L020 Jeſus Chzift, This Emrzeſſe beto- 
keneth a holy ſoul: This Emperozs hzother 
betokeneth the fleſh, to whom our Lozd hath 
giden charge of the Empire, but moſt pyinct- 
pally to the ſoul; Mevertheleſs, the wzetched 
fleſh oft pzovoketh the Soul to ſin , but the 
Soul that lovethGod above all things, with⸗ 
ſcandeth that temptation, calleth to her 
choftly power, that is, Reaſon, Mill, Un» 
derſtanding , and Conſcience , and m—_— 
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them to inipꝛiſon the fleſh, that is diſobedi- 
ent to the Soul, in the Pꝛiſon of true repens 
tance, unts the time it obey Reaſon in all 


things. | 


And thus in hope of mercy he linneth again: 
to whom the holy Wziter ſaith , Cuted be 
the man that ſinnetch in hopes And at the 
laſt the ſoul inclineth to the fleſh, and letteth 
him out of the pꝛiſon of Repentance,and was 
ſheth him from the filth of fin, and arrayeth 
him with god vertues, and maketh him leap 
on the Palfrap of charitable humility, and ſo 
rideth fozth to met our Loꝛd with the ſacris 
fice of thankſgiving, But alas, oft the ſin⸗ 
ner treſpaſſeth againſtholyScripture, where» 
foze the heart, that is, the luſt of the fleſh, as» 
riſeth befoje him, and after runneth great 
hounvs, that is; evil thoughts, and ſo long 
they chaſe; till the body and the ſoul be left 
alone, and then the fleſh ftirreth that pure 
ſoul being the Spouſe to Almighty God : 
but the pure and undefiled ſoul, that is ſo 
ell beloved with God, will not fozſake our 
620» andconſent to Sin: wherefoze the 
wetched Fleſh full oft deſpoileth her ak het 
cloathing; that is, af her vertues, and hangs 
eth her up by the hair on an Oak, that is, 
on luſts, and delights, and there ſhe hangs 
eth till the god Earl cometh, that is, a dif 
crit Pzeacher in the Fozreſt of this wozlo, 

5 | | no 
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to pꝛeach and teach the Wozd of God: then 
he taketh her down, and leadeth her fozth to 
the Church, to nouriſh his Daughter, that 


is, to nouriſh Conſcience with fruitful faith, 4 


. The Carl had in his Chamber a Lamp: 
right ſo everp diſcreet Pꝛeacher ſhould have 
befoze himtheLamp of holyScripture,where 
by he may ( both the grievance and p2ofit of 
the Youl in learning vertues, and putting 
awap of vice. The Steward that ſtirreth 
her to ſin, is nought elſe but che pꝛide of life, 
which is Steward of this wozld; by whom 
many men are deceived, But when the 
Soul that is ſo well beloved with Chzift, 
will not conſent unto the (in of pzide, then 
taketh this evil Steward the Knife of Cove, 
tiſe, where with he flayeth the Earls Daugh⸗ 
ter, that is, Conſcience, accopding to the 
Scripture, ſaying: Gold and Silver harh 
blinded the cyts of Judges, and hath ovet- 
thrown wiſe men, ſo that equity and righte» 

oulneſs might not enter, bur ſtood afar, and 
turned their backs, This Lady alſo redemy 

ed a man from death; that is, from everlaſting 
death which he hath deſerved by deadly in: 

Therefoze do we as this Lady, {mite we our 

bozſe that is our fleſh, with the ſpurs of re« 

pentance, and (a ride we fozth in all haſte to 
ſave our neighboz from the ſiuk of deadly ſin, 
to help him both bodily and ghoſtly, as Solo- 
mon ſaith, - Woc 
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Woe to that man that lyeth in deadly 8 
that hath no man to lift him our thereof, 
Therekoze awake thy Neighbour and help. 
For a Brother that is holpen ot another, is 
like a ſure City, and it he give but a Cup of 

cold water in the way of help, he ſhall not 
loſe his Re ward. 

But manp now adaies be very unkinde, as 
was the Thief which deceived the Lady, al⸗ 
ter that ſhe had ſaved him from hanging. 

The Paſter of the ſhip bctokeneth the 

Mozlo, by whom many men be deceived, 
But neverthelelle, as ott as a man taketh 
on him voluntarily the Coumanuements 
of God, and fozlaketh the Wazld, then 
bzeaketh be the ſhip. Foz it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God and man, and the wozlv, all at 
one time. 

When this Lady had eſcaped the tems 
peſt of the Sta, the went to a City, that is, 
the Soul after the troubles of this wozla, | 
went to the holy like, aud there che healed all 
manner of ſick folk, that is, every man that 
is troubled iu his ſoul, that is winſected with 
dirers (ickneſles, thoſe that his Lady beales 
thzorgh holy life, But the y could net be hial- 
edtill thep had firſt confciled their ſins to the 
Empzelle, the Church of Gov, and then ſhe 
healeth them bY icpentanct and — 
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Church wandzeth in the wilderneſs of this 
wicked wozld, until God by miraculons 
means made her known unto him, and ſo [ed 
her home by victo2y ano triumph in the truth, 
unto the heavenly habitation of eternal ref 
and glozy; Untothe Which Almighty God 
bzing us all fox his Sons ſake, -Amen, 


The Argument, 

Every ſupream Magiſtrate and other inſeri- 
our, to be honored and reverenced. Every 
true Chriſtian ought to conſider his duty 
herein, and evety talſe Chriſtian pervert- 
ing the waies of the godly: reward of 
ſuch is laid up in Hell, but the juſt ſhall in- 
herit the bleſſed lite cverlaſting. 


The 40. Hiſtory. 
N Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty Em- 
peroz named Martin, which foz entire af- 

fccion kept with him his bzothers (on, whom 
men called Fulgentius. With this Martin 
dwelt alſo a Kuight that was Steward of the 
Empire, and Unkle unto the Emperoz , 
which en vied this Fulgentius, ſtudying day 
and night how he might bzing the Empero 
and this youth at debate, WMherekoze the 


Steward ona day went to the My 
aid 


of like: yet all this while was the Empzeſſe 
unknown to her Pusband, that is, rhe 
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Gelta Romanorum, 
(aid my Lozd, quoth he, J that am pour true 
ſervant, am bound in duty to warn your 
bigbnels, it J hear any thing that toucheth 
Us pour Pondur, wherefoze J have ſuch things 
ed that J muſt needs utter it in ſecret to your 
Hajeſty between us two: Then ſaid the 
— emperoz, god friend, ſay on what ther 
ve uc. 

My moſt dear Lozd (quoth the Ste ward) 
Fulgentius pour Couſin and pour nigh kinſs 
man, hath defamed pou wonderfully, and 
hamefully thzoughout all pour Empire, ſap» 
ing that your bzeath ſtinketh, ans that it is 
death to him to ſerve your Cup. Then the 
Empero2 was grievouſly diſpicaſed, and als 
moſt beſide himſelf fo2 anger, and ſaiduntg 
him thus: I pzay the god friend tell me the 
very truth , if that my bzcath ſtinketh as he 
ſaith, My Lozd (quoth the Steward) pe may 
believe me, J never perceived a ſweeter 
“ Ideathin mp daics than pours is. Then ſaid 
af the Emperoz: J pꝛap the god friend, tell 
me 4 J map bing this thing to god 
p20 . 

The Steward anſwered and laid: My Lozd 
Ni (quoth he) pe Hall right well underſtand the 
truth foꝛ to mozrow next when he ſerveth pou 
of pour cup, ve ſhall ſœ that he will turn away 
his face from por, becauſe of your byeath, 
and this is the moſt certain pzwf that may 


be 


„ Aitor y of 
be had ok this thing. Uerily quoth the Em; 
pero2, a truer p;of cannot be had of this 
thing, Therefoze anon when the Dtewary 
hrard this, he went ſtraight to Fulgentius, 
aud tok him aſive ſaying thus: Dear friend, 
thou art near Kinſman, andalſo Nephew 
unto my Lozd the Emperoz,therefoe if thou 
wilt be thankful unto me, J will tell the of 
a fault whereof mp Lozy the Emperoz com: 
plaineth oft, and thinks to put the from 


bim (except it be the ſoxer amended) and 


that will be a great rep2of to the. Then ſaid 
this Fulgcntius : Ah god Sir, fox dis love 
that dyedupon the Croſſe , tell me why mp 
Lozbis ſo ſoze moved with me foz J am teas 
die to amend my fault in all that J can oz 
may. and fo2 to be ruled by pour diſcret 
counſel, 

Top bzeath (quath the Steward) ſtinketh 
ſo ſoze, that his dzink doth him no god, (o 
grievous unto him is the ſtinking bzeath of 
thy mouth. Then ſaid Fulgentius unto the 
Ste wird: Truelp, that perceived J never 
till now; but what think pe of mp bzeath, J 
pꝛay you tell me the very truth? Truly(quoth 
the Steward)it ſtinketh greatly and koul: And 
this Fulgeutius believed all that he had ſaid, 
and was right ſozrgwſnl in his minde,s pꝛap⸗ 
ed the Steward of his counſ:l & help in this 
woful caſe, Then lald the Steward unto him 
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if that thou wilt do my counſel, J ſhall bzing 
this matter to a god concluſion, wherefoze do 
as J thall tell the, 
Sz IJ counſel the fo2 the beſt, and alſo warn 
id, ther, that when thou ler veſt my Lozd the Emo 
wy peroz of his cup, that thou turn thy Face 
du } away from him, ſo that he map not ſmell thy 
of ] ftinking dzeath, until the time that thou haſt 
n. pzovided the of ſome remedy therekoze. 
m Then was Fulgentius right glad, & (ware 
nd to him that he would do by his counſel, 
Not long akter it befel, that this young 
be man Fulgentius ſerved his Lozd as he was 
ww} wont to do, and therewith ſuddeniy he turned 
his face from the Lozd the Empero?, as the 
Steward had taught him, 
et And when the Emperoꝛ perceived the as 
| voiding of his Head, he ſmete this young Ful- 
Y gent ius on the bzeaft with his fot , and ſaid 
ſo to him thus: D thou lewd Uarlet; now J 
of e well it is true that J have heard of ther, 
le md therefoze go thou anon out ef my ſight , 
er that J may ſ@ the no moze in this place. 
I and with that this young Fulgentius wept 
th full Coze, and avoided the place, and went 
nd out of his light. 
0} And when this was done, the Emperor 
b. called unto bim his Steward, and ſaid: How 
18 may J rid this Uarlet from the Wozlv, that 
thus hath vefamed me? My moſt dear Lo2v, 
D quoth 
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quoth the Stewar ), right well you ſhall have 
your intent, 

Fo here beſide, within this thze miles, 
pe yave byick-makers, which daily make great 
fire, foz toburn Bꝛzick, and alſo they make 
Lime, therefoze mp Lozd, ſend to them this 
night, charge them upon pain of death, that 
whoſoever cometh to chem firſt in the mozn⸗ 
ing, ſaying to them thus: My Lozd com- 
mandeth them to fulfil his will: that they 
take him and caſt him into the Furnace , 
aud burn him : and this night commandyou 
this Fulgentius, that he go early in the mozn» 
ing to your wozkmen, and that he ask them, 
whether they have fulfilled pour will which 
they were commanded, 62 not, and then 
Hall they(accozving to pour Commandment) 
caft him intothe fire, and thus ſhall he dye an 
evil death, 

Surely (quoth the Emperoz) thy connſel 
is god, therefoze call to me that Uarlet Ful- 
gentius. And when the poung man was come 
to the Emperozs pꝛeſence, he ſaid to him 
thus: I charge ther upon pain of death, that 
thou riſe early in the mozning, and go to the 
burners of Lime and Brick, and that thou 
be with them early befoze the Sun riſe,th) & 
miles from this houſe and charge them in my 
behalf that they fulfil my Commandement, 
oz elſe they ſhall dye a moſt ſhameful yy 

Then 
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Then ſpake this Fulgentius: My Lozd, 
ifGod ſend me my life J ſhall fulfil your will 
were it that J go to the woz1ds end. 

When Fulgentius had this charge, he could 
not ſlæp fo2 thought, that he muſt riſe early to 
fulfil his Lozds commandement. The Em. 
peroz about midnight ſent a Mellenger on 
hozſeback unto his Bzick- makers, commands 
ing that upon pain of death, that whoe 
ſoe ver came to them firſt in the mozning, ſap» 
ing unto them (as is befoze rehearſed) they 
ſhould take him and binde him, and cat him 
into the fire, and burn him to the bare bone. 

The Bꝛick - makers anſwered and ſaf?, it 
ſhould be done. Then the Mellenger re'urne» 
dome again, and told the Emperoz that bis 
run ſhould be diligently ful» 

led. 

Estly in the moming following, Fulgen- 
tius arole aud pꝛepared him toward his wap, 
and as he went he heard a Bell ring to Ser⸗ 
vice, wherekoꝛe he went to hear Service, and 
after the end of Service he feil allæp, and 
there ſlept a long while ſo ſoundly , that the 
Pꝛieſt no; none other might awake him. 

The Steward deſiring inwardly fo hear of 
hig death, about two of the clock be went un- 
to the wozkmen, and aid unto them thus: 
HSirs (quoth he) have pe done the Emperozs 
commandement oz no - 
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The Bzick-makers anſwered him, and 
ſaid; No truelp, we have not pet done his 
Commandment,but it ſball be done, and with 
that they laid hands on him. Then ctped | 
the Steward, and laid: Gad firs ſave mp life, 
foʒ the Emperoꝛ commanded that Fulgentius le 
ſhouly be put to death. Then laid they, the n 
Meſſenger told us not ſo, but he bade us, that e 
fi 

0 


wholoe ver came firft in the mozning, ſaying 
as you have ſaid, that we ſhould take him, 
and caſt him into the Furnace, and burn him 
to athes : and with that they thzew him into | 
the fire, : hi 

And when he was burnt, Fulgentius came I to 
to them, and ſaid; God Sirs have pou done o 
my Lozds Commandement, yea, ſothly ſaid J 
they, and therefoze go ye again to the Empe - | fx 
ro}, and tell him ſo. Then ſaid Fulgentius: 
Foz Chziſts love tell me that commgnde- 
ment. 

We had in commandement ſaid they, upon 
pain of death, that whoſoever came tous firſt 
in the mozniug and ſaid like as thou haft ſaid, 
that we ſhould take him and caſt him into the 
Furnace ; But befoze the, came the Ste» 
ward and ther ekfoze have we fulfilled on him 
the Emperozs commandement, now he is 
burnt to the bare bones, | 

Mhen Fulgentius heard this, he thauked þ 
God, that he had ſo pzeſerved him from ow 
there⸗ 
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therekoze he tok his leave of the wozkmen , 
and went again to the Palace. - 
| When the Emperoz ſaw him, he was al- 
| 1 molt diſtract of his wits fo2 anger, and thus 
> | he ſaid;Pafſtthon been with the Bzick⸗mak⸗ 
ers, aud fulfilled mp commandment ? Swothlp 
> {| mp gracious Lozd J have ben there, but 
t ere J came there, pour commandement was 
C | fulfilled : Pow map that be true quoth the 
» | Emperoz, 3 
n Fozſwth ſaid Fulgentius, the Steward 
0 | came to them ako ze me, and ſaid that, I ſhould 
have laid, ſo they tok him and thzew him in- 
e | tothe Furnace, and if I had come any rather, 
e | ſo would they have done tome, and therefoze 
d IJ thank Gov, that he hath pzeſerved me 
e- I from death. 
3: | Then ſaid the @mperoz, tellme the truth 
e Jof ſuch que ſtions as J ſhall demand of ther. 
Then ſaid Fulgentius to the Empers : pou 
on never found me in any falſhod, and therekoze 
rſt JJ greatly wonder why pe have ozdained ſuch 
id, i death foz me? Foz well ye know, that J 
the Jim pour own bzothers Don. Then ſaid the 
Emperoz to Fulgeutius: Jt is no wonder,fs2 
that death J ozdained fo2 the thzough coun- 
(el of the Steward. becauſe thou didft dekame 
ne thzoughout all my Empire, ſaying : that 
tp byeath vid ſtink ſo grievouſly, that it was 
tath to ther, and. in token thereof , thou 
D 3 turned 
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turnedſt away thy face when thou ſerved me 
of my Cup, and that A ſaw with mine epes 
and koz this cauſe J 02dained fo2 the ſuch a 
death, and pet thou ſhalt dye, except N hear 
a better excuſe. 

Then anſweredFulgentius, and ſaid ; Ah 
dear Lozd, if it might pleaſe your Highneſs 
fo2 to hear me, J ſþall ſhe w pou a ſubtil and 
deceitful, imagination, Sap on quoth the 
Emperox, 


The Steward (quoth Fulgentius) that is 


now dead came to me and ſaid, that ye tolo 
unto him that my bzeath did Nink;and there- 
upon he cgunſelled me, that when J ſerved 
you of pour Cup, J (ould turn away mp face, 
A take God to witneſſe J lye not, 

ben the Emperoz heardthie, he believed 
him, and ſaid: D my Nephew, now Je, 
thzough the right wile judgement of God, the 
Sfeward is burnt, and his own wickedneſſe 
and envy is fallen on himſelf, fox he o22ain- 
ed this malice againſt thee, and therekoze thou 
art much bound to Almighty God that hath 
p)eſerved ther from death, 


The Moral. 


Dear Friends, this Empero2 betokeneth 
every ſupꝛeamagiſtrate and Fulgentius his 
Nepzew betokeneth every true Chziſtian 
man, 
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man, which Hould truely ſerve them with 
faithful lopalty,like as Fulgentius ſerved the 


Emperoꝛ at his cup, wherefoze he ſhall be 


greatly loved of God, This Steward beto⸗ 
keneth every falſe Chziſtian man, as Cain, 
which oftentimes turned the heart of right 
wiſe men from God, ſaping that his bzeath 
ſtinketh;that is, that the life ok this Magi⸗ 
ſtrate is not acceptable to God oz man, which 
is againſt the Scripture: which ſaith, Judge 
not, & ye ſhal not be judged, But oftentimes 
ſuch malicious people accuſe righteons men, 
wherefoze they ſhall be caft into the everlaſt- 
ing fire of Hell, where is wailing & weeping, 
and miſery without end. But the righteous 
hall aſcend to everlaſting life, Unto the 
which bꝛing us, our LozdJeſusChzift, Amen. 
The Argument. 

Tyrants and ungodly perſons walk with- 
out knowledge of the Truth, till they 
come to the Church of God, the wicked 
perſecute the Godly, but as they are pre- 
ſerved by the mighty providence of God, 
lo they ought not to ſleep in fin, A figura- 
tive ſpeech of three ſeyeral meanings, viz. 
Take, Yield, and Flee ; the ſignification 
therefore: 

The 42. Hiſtory. 
Tk dwe:t ſomtime in Rome a mighty 
Empersz, named Delphinus, which had 
D 4 no 
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no Childzen ſave only a Daughter which was 
a fair creature, and well beloved of her Fas 
ther, 

As this Emperoz rode on a day on Hunt, 
ing inthe Fozreſt ſuddenly he rode out of his 
way, and loſt his men, wherefoze he was 
greatly dilcomkozted foz he wiſt not whither 
he rode, noz in what place he was; till at the 
laft when he had thus ridden all the dap a ⸗ 
lone, in the evening he (aw a Pouſe, and 
thither he rode a great pace, and knocked at 
the Sate: immediatelp the god man of the 
Pouſe heard him, and asked the cauſe of his 
knocking» and what he would have e Dear 
friend guoth the E@mperoz, loe it is night, as 
ye map {@-Therefs2e J deſire of you a lodg⸗ 
ing 02 the Love of God, 

When he had thus ſaid, the god man of 
the Houle, unawares that he was the Em- 
peroz, anſwered aud laid: God friend (quoth 
he) Jam the Emperozs Foſter, and have 
plenty of Ueniſon, and other vicual foz pou: 
ben the Emperoz heard this, he was right 
glad in his minde, nevertheleſſe, he told him 
not that he was the Emperoz, Then the Fo- 
ter opened the Gate, and received him as he 
could, and ſet him toſupper. and ſerved him 
wo2thily, And when be had ſupper, the Fo⸗ 
ſter bzought him to his Chamber, and when 
time was he went to bed, 4 
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In the ſame night it befel, that the Foffters 
Wife did travel of a childe in anotherChams 
ber hard by, and was delivered the ſame 
night of a govdiy Son. And as the Emperoz 
lay in his bed fleping, him ſ@med he heard 
a voice laping to him thzice theſe wozds: 
Take, take, take; And with that he awoke, 
and marvelled greatly what it migbt be, ſap⸗ 
ing to himſelf thus: A voice biddeth me 
Take, take, take, What (hall I take e And 
immediatcly he fell aſlep again. 

And the ſecond time he heard a voice ſap⸗ 
ing unto him theſe wozds, Y c11d, yield, yield. 
And with that he awakened again, and wou- 
dered greatly, ſaying unto himſelf ; What 
map this ſignifie? Firſt J heard a voice that 
ſaid, Take, take, take; and nothing J re- 
ceived : aud right now J heard another voice 
that ſaid, Yicld, yield, yield; What ſhould 
I yield, | 

And as he lay thus thinking with himſelf , 


| he fell aſlep again. And then he heard the 


third voice, ſaying theſe woꝛds thꝛice: Flee, 
flee, flee, For this night is a Childe born, that 
aſter thy deceaſe ſhall be Emperor. When 
the Emperoz heard this, he awakened , and 
wondered greatly what it might be. 

In the mozning following, the Emperoz 
called to him the Foſter, and ſaid:Dear friend 
I pay thee tell me, it any childe be bozn — 

a 
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about this night to thy knowledge, Mp Wife 

quoth the Foſter, this night is delivered of a 
Don. A pꝛay the ſaid the Emperoz, ſhew me 
thy Son, When the Emperoz had ſen the 
Childe,he ſaw a mark in the Childes vilage, 
where by he might know him another time, 
and he ſaid to the Foſter, thus: 

Dear kriend, knoweſt thou who J am-Nay 

ſothly, quoth the Foſter, foꝛ J never ſaw you 
befoze this time, as far as I can remember, 
nevertheleſſe it (@meth that pe be a Gentle. 
man, Then anſwered the Emperoꝛ and ſaid: 
A am the Emperoꝛ pourLozd,whom pou have 
lodxed this night: Wherefoze J give the 
hearty thanks, This bearing the Foſter, be 
fell down upon both his kues, at his ft, and 
be lought him of Percy, if that he had offended 
his Pighnels in any thing. Then anſwered 
the Emperoꝛ, and ſaid : Be thou nothing a- 
fraid, foz J thank ther heartily koz thy god 
chear,and thy Son that was bozn to night, J 
will have to bzing up in mp Court, and ſhozt- 
Iy J will ſend fo2 him. 

D my gracious Lozd quoth the Fofter, it 
is not that ſuch a noble Emperoz ſhould nou- 
riſh the Childe of his Dubject and Servant: 
nevertheleſs your will be fulfilled, and when 
pour Meſlengers come, J ſhall deliver them 
mp Son. 

Then the Emperoz tok his leave, and rode 
| home 
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home to his Palace, And ſhoztiy after he way 
come home; he called unto him ſuch ſervants 


as he truſted veſt, c ſaid unto them thus: Ga 
ye unto mp Foſter, with whom J was lodged 
ſuch a night in the Fozreſt, and receive of 
him his Son, of which his wife was delive- 
red that night, and upon pain of death, J com» 
mand you, that you flap him by the way, and 
caſt his fleſh tothe Dogs, but bzing with pou 
the h:art to me: and except ye fulfil my comes 
mandement, ye ſhall dye the cruelleſt death 
that can be thought. Anon his Dervants 
went to the Fozreſt, and received the Fofters 
Son, and bzought him with them, and when 
they were come near unto the Palace, one of 
them laid: Pow hal we do that we may fulfil 
our Lozds commandement in lla ping of thts 
childe⸗Some anſwered and ſaid,that ö chilve 
(hould be flain and ſome would have his life 
ſoved.& while they were thus ſtriving among 
themſelves,one of them that was moſt mere 
ciful, ſaid unto the reſt; O my god loving 
friends, hear my counſel, J beſ&ech you, and 
pe ſhall not repent pou thereof. Jf we murder 
this innocent child, we ſhall greatly offend 
Aimighty God: And behold hereby are young 
Pigs, kill we one of them, and then we may 
fake with us his heart, and pꝛeſent it unto the 
Emperoz, ſaying þ it is thehheart of the poung 
Child, Then ſaid they, thy counſel is god, 
but 
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but what ſhall we do with the Childe : Gay 


friend (quoth he) let us wzap it in ſome 
cloathes, and lay him in ſome hollow tre, fo; 


peradventure God will help him, and ſave 


his life, 

MAhen he had thus ſaid, they did after his 
counſel in all things, and killed a Pig, and 
went their wap, and carried home with 
them the Pigs heart to the @mperoz, ſaying 
unto him thus: Loe gracioug Lozd, we have 
deftroped the Childe, as ye commanded us, 
and with that they ſhewed him the Pigs 
heart. The Emperoꝛ ſuppoſing it had ben the 
Childes heart-tok it, and caſt it into the fire 
deſpightfully , ſaying ; Loe, there is the 
heart of him which ſhould have ben Empcs 
ro2 after me; Loe, what it is to believe in 
dzeams, which be but fantalies & vain things, 

The ſame day after the Childe was put tn» 
to the hollow tre, there came anEarl to hunt 
in the Fozreſt, and as his Pounds chaſed 
an Hart, they came to the hollow tre, where 
the childe lay, and when they ſmelt the ſavonr 

of the Childe, they would go no further, The 
Earl ſ&ing this, marvelled why his Hounds 
abode there, and ſmote his Þozſe with his 
ſpurs, he rode a great pace till ye came in 


to them. And when he came untothe Tre& 


wherein the Childe was laid, he loked fn at 


a hole, and ſaw there the Childe lying, and 
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then he was right glad and tok the Childe up 
in his arms full lovingly , and bare it home 
to his Caſtle, ſaying unte the Counteſſe his 
Mike: Los my dear wife,this dap by foztune 
41 bade found a very fair Childe in a hollow 
tre as J Punted in the Fo2reſt, whereof J 
am right glad : Aud becauſe thou never pet 
conceive dft a Childe, therefoze Nexhoꝛt the 
that thou wilt faign thy (elf to travail with 
Chilve , and (ap that thou haſt bozn this 
Childe, the Counteſs fulfilled gladly the 
Earls deſire and ſatd: Py moſt dear Lozd, 
your will in this thing ſhall be done, 

Not long after, this news went thzough- 
ont all the Country, that the Counteſs was 
delivered of a fair Son, wherefoze every man 
tejsyced much, | 

The Childe began to grow, and was well 
beloved of every man, and eſpecially of the 
Earl and the Counteſſe. Jt befel when the 
Childe was fift&n years of age, the Emperoz 
made a ſolemn feaff unto all the Lozvs of his 
Empire, unto the which feaft this Earl was 
called, who at the day aſſigned came, and 
bought his Son with him, which was at 
that time a fair poung Squire; and he carved 
at the board befoze the Earl, The Emperoz 
ſtedfaſtly bebeld him, and eſpyed the token 
in his fozehead, which he had ſen in the Fo⸗ 
lers Houſe, wherwith he was greatly moved 
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within himſelf, and ſaid unto the Earl in this 
manner, {hoſe Son is this? Certes, ſaid 
the Earl, he is my Son. Then laid the Em. 
peroz, By the Faith that thou oweft to me 
tell me the truth. wt 

The Earl ſ&ing that he might not excuſe ft 
himſe!f , but that needs ye muſt tell him the ! 

truth, told how he found him in a hollow la 
Tre. This hearing the Emperoz , he wag 
diſtract of his Wits koz anger, and called to of 
him his Servants, which he had ſent befoze 
to deſtroy the Childe. And when they came 
befoze him, he made them to ſwear that 
they ſhould tell him the truth what they had 
done with the Child. 

Gzacious Lozy ſaid thep, we peild usunto 
your Gꝛzace and goodneſs, foz pitty ſo moved 
us, that we might not deftrop him, but we 
put him in a hollow Tre: what befel of him 
afterward, certainly we know not, andin 
his ſtead we killed a Pig, and b2ought the 
heart thereof unto you. 

UMben the Emperoz heard the truth of the 
matter, he ſaid untothe Carl: This poung be 
man (quoth he) ſhal abide with me: The Earl 
immediately granted, though it was greatly 
againſt his will. of 

When the Feat was ended, every man 
tek his leave of the Emperoz, and Went 
wherras they liſt, And at that time it foztu- 

x ned, 
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ned that the Empzeſſe and her Daughter ſas 
jour ned in another Country far from thence 
by the Commandment of the Emperoz. 
ne Not longafter the @mperoz ſaid unto this 
young Squire, it behoveth ther to ride unto 
the Empꝛeſle my Wife with my Letters. J 
he (2 ready at pour Commandement my Lozv, 
ow aid he, to fulfil pour deſire. Jmmediately 
as tte Emperozwzote Letters, the intent where: 
Its of was this:that the Empꝛels ſhould take the 
bearer of theſe Letters, and let him be dzawn 
me u the Pozle tail, and after that che ſhould let 
vat him be hanged till he be dead, c that on pain 
Jad of death, When Letters were all ſealed, the 
Emperoz gave them unto the young Squire, 
to {commanding him to ſpeed him on his journey. 
vey And traightway the young @quire put them 
we clole into a box, and rode fozthon his fours 
um ev. When he had ridden thze& oz four daics 
o in len his journey, in an evening he came unte 
the Je Caſtle where dwelt a Knight, and gently 
deſired ok him a nights lodging. 
the | The Ruight beholding the [wert favour ok 
ung the young Squire, made him god cheer, and 
art afterward bzought him into his Chamber, 
itly ind when he was there, he went to bed, and 
immediately fell aſl&ep,fo2 he was full weary 
nan le bis journey, and fozgot his box with the 
Letters lying openly in his Chamber. 
When the Knight ſaw the box, he * 
| 
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it, and found the Letters ſealed with; Em⸗ 
perozs ſign Manual, was greatly temptedto 
open them, and af tye laſt he opened them 
neatly,and then read how the Empzelle upon 
pain of death ſhould put the bearer of them to 
deathz and then he was right (ozrowfal, and 
ſatd within himſelf ; Alas (quoth he) it is“ 
great pity to flap ſo fair and pzoper a man, 
and immediately after, the Knight rated out | ! 
that wziting + wrote in the ſame place, theſe 
wozds following; Upon pain of death, Icom- It 
mand thee, that thou take this young Squire, 
bearer of theſe Letters and let him be weded | it 
without any delay unto my Daughter and I k 
yours, with all Honour and Solemaity that I fa 
can be thought; and when they be married, | Þ 
chat ye make as much account of him, as if I att 
he were your own Son, and that he ſupply 
my room till I come unto you my (elf. thi 
Mhen the Knight had thus witten, | 
he ctoſed the Letters neatly, and put them con 
into the box again. Early in the mozning 
the young Squire aroſe, and haſtily made 
ready, and twk his leave of the Knight, and 10 
rode koꝛth on his journey, and the third day 
after he came unto the Emp1eſſe, andſaluted 
her Dutikully in the Emperozs behalf, and 
gave her the Letters, When the Empzeſs 
I had read them, anon che ſent fozth her 
. Meſſengers thzough the Country , com- 
3 manding 
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manding the States and and Gentlemen fo 
tome unto her Daughters wedding on a day 
aſſigned. 

When the day was come, thither came ma · 
ny great Lozds and Ladies, and anon the 
young Squire eſpouſed the Emperozs daugh⸗ 
ter with great honour, accoꝛding to the tenoz 
of the Letters, and was much honoured as 
mong the people. 
ot long after it befel,that the Emperoz 
came into the country, & when the Empyeſs 
heard of his coming, ſhe tok with her her Son 
in Law with much other people and went ts 
welcome the Emperoz, When the Emperoz 
ſaw this poung Squire leading the Lady his 
wife, he was greatly moved within himſelf, 
and ſaid, O thou curſed woman»becanſe thou 
haſt not falfilled my commandment thor 
ſhalt dye an evil Death, 

n, O my dear Lozd (quoth he) all that you 
em {commanded me to do I have fulfilled, Map 
ing | furſed woman ſaid the Emperoz, it is not ſo, 
ko J wzote to the that thou ſhould put him 
ind to death, and pet he is alive. My Lozd, quoth 
pay the Empꝛeſs, vou wzote to me that J Would 
ted Live him pour Daughter to Wife, and that 
and on pain ok death, in witneſs whereof, loe 
eſs | bere pour letters ſealed with your own Seal 
Pannal, | 

When the @mpero2 ſaw fhis he wondzed IF 
| 1 greatly + 4 
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greatly and ſaid, Js he then efpouled to my 
daughter Yea ſurely ſaid. the Empzeſs, long 
ago with great ſolemnity, and as J perceive 
pour daughter is with child. Then laid. the 
Emperoz: © Lozd Jeſus; it is great folly to 
ſtrive againſt thine o2dinance, therefoze lith 
it is ſo, thy will muſt nes be fulfilled, And 
with that he took his Won in Law in his 
arms and kiſſed him, which after his Death 
was Emperoz, and ended his life in reſt and 


peace. 
The Moral. 


This Emperoꝛ map betoken Herod, wha 
would have ſlain the Child Jeſus, wherefoꝛe 
he ſent Meſſengers to lk him; accoppiugto 
the Sccipture, ſhewing how he commanded 
the Kings to ſ@&k him, c bzing him tidings 
again where be was, that he might come and 
wozſhip him allo. The Foſter betokeneth Jo- 
ſe ph our Ladies Hausband, which keyt him: 
but when the thz&@ Kings came they ſle w him 
not, but wozſhipped him on their knees, and 
llekt him in the hollow tre of his God head. 
The Earl that found this Child, betokeneth 
the Holy Ghoſt which warned Jole ph by the 
Angel in his lep, that he chould take our 
Lamp and her Son and fl& into Egypt. 

By the firſt cake map be underſted the 
great benefit that he gave ther when wa 
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the a ſoul made to his own ſimilifade, By 
the ſecond take is underffwd: * Son of God, 
which was bozn of the Bleſſed Uirgin Ma- 
ry, By the third take tymiverftor the Taffie 
Son of God which died upon the Cros. 

By the firfk yeild is imverſtwo that we 
ought to peild our ſoul unto Almighty Gad, 
as clean as he gave us it atter our regeneras 
tion in Baptiſm, By the ſecoud yeild, that we 
ought to yeilo honour, wozſhip and love unto 

Almighty God, and man, By the thitn yeild, 
that weought to peilvto God true confels 
lion of faith, contrition of heart; anvamends 
ment of life, 20. % 117 

The firft flec betokeneth ſin, which 

Gould fle ; the ſetond fle betokenoth the 
wozld, which we ſhould fix, fox the great 
temptations that are therein. The third flec 
betokeneth everlaſting pain, the wijich we 
ought to flee through faith, by the which we 

may come to everlaſting bliſs; unto the which 

bzing us our Lozy Jeſits, Amon. p 

The Argument. | 
The ſoul of man being taviſhed by the Ty- 
ranny of ſin, ſhe complaineth unco Chriſt, 
which heareth her. The Tyrant is over- 
e Chriſt, who eſpouſerh 579575 

im, preparing a ot perpetual joy fot 

her. Chriſt — * finnets to his 
mercy by his * paſſi on: 

17 le. 2 
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2 dwelt fomtime in Rome, a migh⸗ 
1 ty @mperoz, named Sontaſinus, which 
ozained a Law; that whoſoever Raviſhed a 
Uirgin ſhould die, and ik che were reſcued, 
then he that reſcued her, (ould have her to 
wife, if him liſt ; andif he would not marry 
ber, then ſhe ſhould be eſpouſed by his ap» 
pointment. It'vefel on a day, that a Tyzint 
named Poncianus, led a Uirgin into a Fozreſt 
anddefloured her of her Maiden head. And 
when he had ſo done, he would have ſlain her, 
and as he was deſpoiling her of her Clathee, 
there came riding by the Fozreſt a Gentle 
Knight, which heard the lamenting of the 
Damlel, whercfoze he rode a great pace into 
the Foꝛreſt to ſ&k what it might be, Row 
when he came, be ſawa woman ſanding all 
naked, ſave one ly her {mock , to whom the 
Knight ſpake?Art thou ſhe (ſaid he) that cry d 
ſo lamentably: Then anſwered the Damſel: 
Pea certainly,foz this man that ſtandeth here 
bath raviſhed aud de floured me of my Mai⸗ 
den · head, and now he would ſlay me, & there» 
foze he hath deſpoiled me of my clothes: fo 
the love ef God gentle Knight help me now, 
1 Then ſaid the Tyꝛant, ſhe lyeth,fo2 ſhe is mp 
wike, and J have feund her in Adultery with 

nc | | another 
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another man, therefo1e J will flap her. Then 
ſaid the Knight, J believe better the woman 
than ther, ko; loe the tokens appear openly in 
her viſage, that thou haſt ravilhed her,there- 
| foze wil J fight with the foz her deliderance. 
And immediately they buckled both together 
, | andfonght eagarly till thep were both ſoze 
) } wounded, Nevertheleſſe , the Knight ob- 
p — the Uicozy, and put the Tyzant to 
1 t. ; 

l Then ſaid the Knight unto the Woman : 
Loe, Jhave ſuffered fo2 thy love many ſoze 
d Wounds, and have ſaved the from Death , 
'» | wilt thou therefoze pzomile to be my wife ; 
'» | thereto Jaſſent(quoth ſhe) with all my heart, 
and thereupon 7 plight the my troth. When 
they were thus enſured, then ſaid the Knight 
as followeth, 

Here beſide is my Caſtle, go thither, and 
abide there till J have pzovided all things 
nedful foz our wedding,foz purpoſe to make 
a great feaft thereat, PyLo2d(quoth ſhe) l am 
ready to fulfil pour will; Then went ſhe unto 
the Caſtle whereat ſhe was wozthily receiv'd: 
and the Knight went unto his friends fo2 
to bid them to the Marriage. In the mean 
while came Poncianus the CTy1ant to the 
Knights C aftle,and pꝛayed her that he might 
ſpeak with her. Then came ſhe down from 
the Caftle to him, and this Tyꝛant — 
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flatfexed her, & laid: Gentle love, if it pleaſe 
you to conſent to me; J ſhall give pou both 
ſilver and gold and great riches, and J all 
be poux ſervaut, & pe my Soveraign, When 
the Moman heard this, full lightly Ge was 
deceivedthzough his flattering language,aud 
ſon granted him to be his Wife,and-tok him 
to her in the Caſtte. 

Not kong after the Knight came home and 
found the Cattle gate ſhut, aud knocked there⸗ 
at but long it was ere he might have anſwer. 


At the taſt the woman came and demande 


why be knocked at the gate. Then laid he ta 
her: O ſw&t LapÞ.why haſt thou (o, (ow chan» 
ged thylove-let nt cone in Napſaxely, ſaid 
the, thon Walt not tome in bere, £03-J have 
here with we my old love which J loved be⸗ 
foze, remember quoth the Knight, thou gave 


me thy troth to be my Wife, and ham J aved 


ther from Deaths and if thou ponder not thy 
lh beo my wounds Which J have ſuffer⸗ 
ed in my body loz thy love, And ( he uncloth- 
en himſelk naked all (ve his hoſen, that he 
might (ew his weunds openlp. But ſhe 
would Hat ler the no noꝛ (peak moe with him 
rut Qt faſt the gate and went her way. Mom 
when the Knight! ſaw this, he went to the 
Judge and made his complaint to him, p2ay- 
ing bim ta give him right judgement on the 
Tyrant and the Woman, Fe 


© 
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| Then the Judge called them both befoze 
bim, and when they were come, the Knight 
[ ſaid thus: my Lozd, J ask the bene fit of the 
1 Law which is this: Ik a man reſcne a wo⸗ 
s | manfrom raviſhing, the refcuer ſhall marry 
d 

n 


her ik him lift; and this woman J delivered 

from the hands of the Tyrant, therefore J 

ought to have her to my wike: and further» 
d } moze the gave her faith and troth to marry 
with me and thereupon we went to my caftle, 
. and J have ben at great coft againft our 
wedding, andtherefoze as it ſxmenth to me, 
ſhe is mp Wife by the law. 

Then ſaid the Judge to the Tyrant, thou . 
knoweſt well that this Knight delivered her 
ze | from thy hand, and fo2 her love hath ſuffered 
„ greivous wounds, and therefoze well thou 
t J wotteft that ſhe is his wife by the Law, if 
'D | that him lift, But after her deliverance with 
Y | flattering ſptech thou haſt deceived her, there⸗ 
r« | fore J judge ther to be hanged, 

h- Then laid the Judge to the Woman, like» 
he | wile ; O Woman, thou knoweft how this 
he knight ſaved ther from Death, and therenpon 
uw Þ thou betrothedſt him thy faith & troth to be 
w | his Wife, firſt by the Law, and after hy faith 
he and troth: this notwithſtanding, thou cous 
Y: | ſenteft afterward to the Tyrant & bzoughteſt 
him into the Knights Cattle, and didſ> (uf 
the gate againſt the Knight, and wouldft no 
P 4 4 
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{& his wounds which he ſuffered foz thy love, | 
and therefoze I judge the to be hanged allo. 
And lo it was done, both the Raviſher and 


ſhe that was raviſhed, were condemned to 


Death, wherefoze every man pzaiſed the 
Judge fox his wiſe judgement, 


The Moral. 


This Emperoz betokeneth the Father of 
heaven which ozvained a Law, that if the 
ſoul of man were raviſhed from God, by ſin, 
the ſaviour of the ſoul ſhould elpoule her if 


bim litt. The woman that was raviſhed be⸗ 


tokeneth the ſoul of man, Which was raviſhed 
by the ſin of our fozefather Adam, and led out 
of Paradiſe into the Fozreft of this wzetched 
wozld by the Tyzant Poncianus, which beto. 
keneth the Devil, and he not onely vefiled 
ber, loſing the heritage of Heaven, but alſo he 
wdald ſtap her with everlaſting pain. But the 
Houl crpeth with an high voice» whole cry 
our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt heard. This cry was 
made when Alam cryed after the oyl ot mer, 
cp: and the Patriarks and Pzophets cryed 
fo2 remedy, ſaping theſe wozos: O thou 
higheſt in che Eaſt viſic thou us, &c. 

The Knight betokeneth our Lozd Zeſus 
Chiift which came from D:aven, and fought 


£ with the Tyrant, that is the Devil, and both 


. they 
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1 they were ſoze wounded ; fo2 our Lozd Jeſus 
Chziſt was wouuded in the fle&, and the De⸗ 


vil maimed in his Kingdom: \WMherefoze the 
woman that is the ſoul, gave her faith and 
troth unto Chzift Jeſus, when ſhe became a 
Chziſtian, ſaying theſe wozds; | torſake the 
Devil and all his Pride, and believe in God 
the Father Almighty. Then opained our 
Lozd Jeſus Chziſt a Marriage between him 
and her with the two ſpecial Sacraments of 
Baptiſm, t the Lozds ſupper, whereof map 
be made a ſtrong Caſtle againft } Devil. Al- 
ſo bur Lozd commanded the ſoul to k&p her 
ſtill in the Caftle of Uertue, till he went fo 
p20vide that was n&vful » that is, our-Lozd 
Jeſus Chziſt aſcended to Heaven to pzepare 
fo2 her a dwelling place of everlaſting joy, 
whereas ſhe ſhould dwellafter ; day of judge» 
ment with our Ls2d God in honour  glozy. 
But alas in the mean time came the De- 
vil, and beguiled the wzetchev ſoul by deadly 
ſin, and ſo entred into the Caſtle of our heart, 
which ſhould be the Caſtle of God. The 
Knight Jeſus knocked at $ gate of our heart 
accozding to the Scripture, Lo I ſtand at the 
door and knock, it any man will open that I 
may enter. But where the Devil is, God doth 
never enter, except the ſinner will receive 
him by repentance, which (&ing our Lx 
hanging upon the Croſs, that we map - | 
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h © te ble wounds which he ſuffered fon us; 
we? Anners{hould be the rather mindful of his 
Lobe: Fozfrom Hhe crown of his head to the 
Cale of his feet was left no whole place; there 
foze ſaith the Pzophet Eſay, Behold and ſec 
if any ſorrow be like co my ſorrow. There: 
fore he is a wetched man that will not be 
converted unto his Lozd God, but lye Kill in 
deadly (lin, wherefoze when he is called befoze 


the high ſudge, he ſhall be condemned to ever» ⸗ 


lating Death, Therefoze ſtudy we to open 
the Do2s of our hearts by fruitful faith in 
Almigbty God, and then without doubt we 
Gall obtain everlaſting life, Unto which 
ding us our Lozd Jeſus, Amen. 


The Argument. 
The Body and Soul of man being made by 
Gods grace the Temple of the holy Ghoſt, 


do give themſelves to ſerve and pleaſc 1 


God in this life, and to love God and their 
Neighbours according to his laws; and 
though the body by death ſuffer mortal 
affliction for a time, yet by faith, hope and 
cCharity in Jeſus Chriſt, both body and 

boul fal inherit life and j joy everlaſting. 


TENT The 44. Hiſtory, 
C is read of a certain Roman Emperoꝛ 
Lee ger foz himſelf a godly Monu⸗ 
ment 


e 


them: My Lozds, go and conlider among 


þ cif accoading to 5 rule of reaſon; 1 have given 
tomy ſouldiers things neceſſary, unto: pa 
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ment 02 Tomb, as the Labourers Diggep in 
the ground et his palace, they found a Coffin 
of gold bound about with the hops, and up⸗ 
on the Poops was engraven theſe wozds, 1 
have ſpent, | have giveu, l have kept: I have 
had, I now have loft, I am puniſhed. - That 
which Lhad 1 ſpeut, that which I gave Lhave, 
When the Emperoz ſaw this, he called toge- 
ther his Nobles and Dtates, and (aid unte 


_ 


your ſelves what this infcription meaueth, 
unto whom the nobles, ſhozt ip after returnen 
this ſhozt anſwer,(aping, the meaning of this 
inſcriptian is vo other rut this: There was x 
certain Emperoz pour P2edeceſſo2 , which 
deſired to leave behind him an example fo os 
thers,that they might follgw him in gad life 
andconverſation, vize I have fpent mp life in 
judging others righteouſly; © governing mp 


maintenance and living, aud to every one 
as to my ſelf, accozding to their deſerts; I 
have kept in all my wozka, righteauſnefs, 
mercy to them that nedit, and to workmen 
their wozthy wages; J ha ve had, a liherat and 

a conſtant heart ta every one that ſer vet me- 
I have given riches in t heir nectſſity, ælaning 
favour at: all times. I have had a hand 
tame and lubbue enemies, to pzotec 
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- of defend friends, to puniſh offenders. I have 
loſt, fœliſbneſle, the friendſhip of enemies, and | 
* uft 0 4aſciviouſneſs ofthe fleſh. am puniſh- F 


ed, now by Death, becauſe J believed not ag 
A ought to have done, in one God eternal, [ 
am puniſhed, J ſap alaſſe, becauſe J'cannot 
red@m my ſelf, but by the merits of Chzif 
Telus the Saviour of the wozld, TAhen the 
Emperoꝛ afozeſaid heard the meaning of the 
inſcriptions wiſely interpꝛeted on this nan» 
ner, and how long that deceaſed Empers} had 
lived, he thereby governed himſelk and his 
| Subjects moze pꝛovidentiallp, and ended his 
life in Gods peace, with much honour, 


The Moral. 
Dear friends, this Emperoz may be called 


a 


every gd Chziſtian man 02 woman , which," Ita. 


ought , and is bound to erect and re-edifie a 
Tomb, that is, his heart pzepared unto Gid, 
that he may perfozm his wil above all things; 


nnd ſo diggeth in the ground of his heart by 


contrition und (ozrowful repentance foz his 
fins,that he doth finde a golden Coffin, that is 
body dead fo ſiu, but his ſoul garniſhed with 
ve rtuen by Gods grace granted to the ſame , 
w bound about with thze golden Hops , 
with Faith, Pope and Charity, What 
was engraven in the ſame three Hops? 


Y have ſpent: where it map be asked 


Geſta Romans 


what haſt thou ſpent ? the god Chyiffian 11 
ſwereth, body and ſoul in the ſervice of God: 
if any of pou beffow this tempozal life in, he 
ſhall be aſſured of great reward, even of life 
everlaſting, The ſecon? inſcription is, | have 
kept: what haſt thou kept-The god Chziſtian 
anſwereth, a contrite and humble heart, and 
prepared unto God, to do whatſoever his 
god pleaſurs was, The third inſcription is, 
have given : What haſt thou given? The 
god Chziſtian anſwereth; Love unto God 
with all my heart, with all mp Soul, and 
with all mp minde: and love unto my neigh» 
bour , accozding to the commandement of 
I Ga, The fourth inſcription is, I bave had: 
(hat haſt thou had » The god Chziſtian an- 
| Iſwereth and ſaith, ſurely a wzztched life, bes 
* cauſe J was conceived in ſin, and bozn in 
7s Finiquitp, and alſo was fozmed of vile and 
I baſe matter. Fifthly, what is the inſcription, - 
FW nowhave? The god Chziſtian anſwereth 
| DbyBaptiſin, and thereby anymads the Seul»* ___: 
; dier ok Chit, by Uertues which God gave 
Ine in my Baptiſm ; whereas befoze Awad wil 
| 
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the bond ſlave of Satan, Sirthly, what is 
that inſcription, 1 have loſt > To tht - 
[wereth the god Chziſtiay, ſurely the fav 
Jioek Goc, by mine own deſerts? pet ng 
\ Pbhich — 0 
iy repeutance coregeds ng dz. bc calits 


x bab . 


\ n 


Ds 


be Hiſtory of -*, | 
rei kance is one mean, but Chiifts merits 
lp r eſpecially cleanſeth us from all ſin, 
= "Seventhly, what is that inſcription, 1amſ 
 - puniſhed? The god Chziſtian anſwereth tn 


ſaith, Becauſe J- am at fliged by Deathf 
the offences and fins of my life. Eightly, 
what is that inſcription, I have ſpent which 
Thad? Ts this auſwereth the god Chziſtian 
faping,J have beſtowed all my life time here 
in works of mercp,by the grace which IJ re+ 
ceived of my Loꝛd Jeſus Chziſt, Ninthly, 
what is that inſcription, That which ke 
Ihave, ſurely in all my tempozal life I gave 
all my counſel, whole aſſent and will which J 
had to be the ſervant of God, and now it ig in 
the god will and pteaſure of God, that 7 
ſhall remain with him in joys of everlaſting 
* in Heaven: unto the which bzing us all, 
men. 


